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________________________________________________________

Thanks to the trustees, there is now new patio
furniture to enjoy. Please take advantage of the
courtyard. Come down for the 4 pm. gathering. Bring
out your lunch, or sip on your favorite drink.
Make sure you check out the Northwestern Website
and planet purple calendar for university activities you
can enjoy. Don't forget you can rent paddle boards, and
catamarans at the Northwestern Sailing Club.
Most importantly, say hello to your neighbors as you
pass in the halls and courtyard. We all went through a
few years of difficult times and a lot of fear. I feel it's
important we work through this together, and a smile
and hello will help us all.
The Association will be working on some fall activities,
More information will be shared when we get this
arranged.
###

FROM THE TRUSTEES

This is a watercolor of Sweetie, our feral cat, done by artist Liz
Seidenbecker of 1862.

Volunteers: The trustees are grateful for the work done
by all of our volunteers at SGA. These include our
owners’ association, building coordinators, parking
coordination, Facebook group administration, and of
course our garden committee and volunteers!

ASSOCIATION NEWS

By Allen Feuerstein (1856), SGAA President
The summer has been wonderful. The Garden Walk
participation really motivated many people to
participate in improving and expanding the garden.
Make sure you stop to smell the flowers! Take a
moment, look around and say, wow...what a wonderful
place to live.

Neighboring properties: As an example of volunteer
efforts, volunteers have tried to communicate and get
addressed issues experienced by SGA residents to the
owners of the properties adjacent to our buildings and
our parking. The trustees have been asked to be more
involved to support communication with their owners and potentially involving our alderperson - as there is a
view that these issues are not getting resolved
satisfactorily.
Separately, we continue to monitor the situation in the
adjacent lot that is on the market. We acknowledge

that there are concerns regarding what could be done
with that real estate if purchased.

HERBS IN THE COURTYARD PATIO
By Liz Seidenbecker (1862)

SGA rules and regulation compliance: We are
committed to enforcing as best we can the ownership
and residency rules in place. We cannot be in all
places at all times so we ask that we all take
responsibility for following the rules. Residents are
encouraged to review trust rules and regulations that
can be found on the community website:
https://shermangardenevanston.com/rulesregulations/
Ownership approval conditions: In the coming months,
the trustees plan to review guidelines around
conditions for approval of purchase and ownership.
Capital projects: We also will be reviewing the
upcoming needs for capital projects. These may include
a refresh of our common areas.
New resident information: There have been a number
of requests about sharing new resident
information. Please note that there are privacy
concerns that we must respect. We are establishing a
protocol to have new resident information shared as
needed and with appropriate permissions; this protocol
will be communicated to those who will be involved in
executing it (including building coordinators).
We hope everyone enjoys the rest of the summer.
UNITS FOR SALE
1860 - 4NW - $133,000
2BR/1B/Balcony
Listing Agent: Scott Shapiro
Redfin Corp.
Telephone No: 312/836-4263
MLS#: 11480924
1860 - 1SE - $139,900
2BR/1B/Balcony
Listing Agents:
Colin Henson
Chaya Benhiyoun
Dream Town Realty
Telephone No: 312/242-1000
MLS#: 11465113
###

Everyone can help themselves to some herbs I placed in
the patio hanging in a planter on the west wall. The
herbs include rosemary, chives, tarragon, and sage to
mention a few. Enjoy!
###

RANKED CHOICE VOTING (RCV)
REFERENDUM IN NOVEMBER
By Jane Woolley (1862)

On July 11th, the Evanston City Council passed
resolution 39-R-22 which “instructs the City Clerk to
submit for the November 8, 2022 Ballot, a referendum
for Evanston voters to use ranked-choice voting to elect
the Mayor, City Clerk and City Councilmembers
beginning with the April 2025 consolidated election.
This referendum would be binding on the city. The
Illinois Constitution, Article VII, Section 6(f) allows Home
Rule Municipalities the ability to provide for the method
of selection of its officers, even if this method is not
directly provided for in the Illinois Election Code or the
Illinois Municipal Code.
Ranked Choice Voting, or instant run-off voting,
instructs voters to rank the candidates running for
office in order of preference. Voters may still choose
only one candidate if desired. A candidate who receives
a majority of the first-choice vote would win. If
however, no candidate receives a majority of the votes,
the last place candidate would be eliminated and the
vote would then go to the voter's next choice. This
process would repeat until a candidate receives a
majority of the votes and then wins the election. This
process would eliminate the separate primary election
for Mayor, City Clerk, and Councilmembers.”
My daughter lives in Brooklyn and voted in New York
City’s first RVC election on June 22, 2021. She says that
it was really nice to be able to vote for candidates she

really cared about, but whom she felt had no chance to
win in a winner-take-all election. They had 13
candidates for mayor in the Democratic primary and
she felt she had to learn about all of them to choose
and rank her first five choices (which was all they were
allowed in NYC).
Hopefully, we will be able to include the actual
referendum in the September or October SGA
newsletter and I can attempt to understand the
specifics of Evanston’s implementation of RCV and
explain it, if necessary.

Now, Republicans in Evanston routinely feel their vote is
wasted. RCV will help ameliorate that.
In Evanston, primaries for the offices that are covered
by RCV will be eliminated, thus possibly saving money.
###

MONARCHS ENDANGERED
By Diane Petersmarck (1860)

This is what a RCV ballot might look like:

Here is a visual showing the advantages of RCV:

There is the potential that the voter will have more
choices because more people will run and more of
those who run will have a chance of winning.
There will no longer be the possibility of a winner with
only 30% (or even less) with everyone who didn’t vote
There is the potential that the voter will have more
choices because more people will run and more of
those who run will have a chance of winning.
There will no longer be the possibility of a winner with
only 30% (or even less) with everyone who didn’t vote
for the winner just flat out not having their vote count.
My daughter felt that the NYC campaigns were indeed
more positive.

Monarch butterflies are regulars in the SGA courtyard.

Photo by Diane Petersmarck

From Google:
“Gland, Switzerland, 21 July 2022 (IUCN) – The
migratory monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus
plexippus), known for its spectacular annual journey of
up to 4,000 kilometers across the Americas, has entered
the IUCN Red List of Threatened SpeciesTM as
Endangered, threatened by habitat destruction and
climate change.”
Also from Google:
“The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, which helps
implement the Endangered Species Act, meanwhile, has
listed the monarch as a candidate for inclusion on its list
of endangered and threatened wildlife since December
2020.”
From Evanston, Monarchs head south to Mexico’s
Sierra Madre mountains. In the summer, the butterflies
return to breed. Happily, here in Evanston, these lovely
creatures return to float through our courtyard,
alighting on our plentiful flowers!
###

Sherman Garden Trustees
John Coughlin
James Edgren
Marcia Bosits
Barbara Pearson
Louise Keely

Term ends May 2023
Term ends May 2023
Term ends May 2024
Term ends May 2025
Term ends May 2025

Sherman Garden Association
President, Allen Feuerstein, 1860
Vice-President, Joyce O’Callahan, 1860
Secretary, Morris Phibbs, 1862
Treasurer, Julie Lamberti, 1860
Building Coordinators:
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus, Lisa Noble
1860 – Norman Weston, Eric Mullendore
1862 – Jack Stern
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken, Rosa Alanis
1866 –Pat Rolfs, Walter Henebry

Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by
https://www.birdsandblooms.com/wpcontent/uploads/2016/11/HairyDownyF_7015_Read.jpg?resize=768
,971

DOWNY vs. HAIRY WOODPECKERS

Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300
Skokie, IL 60077 847.866.7400
hsd@hhsg.net
Property Manager: Gregg Rithmiller

By Diane Petersmarck (1860)

Building Engineers

I spotted a downy woodpecker on my kitchen window
ledge the other day and had to question myself on
which it was, so looked it up. I couldn’t get a picture
because as soon as I moved, he flew away. I knew it was
a male because there was a red spot on the back of his
head.

SGA Newsletter is edited by Cindee Bath. It is written by
Roving Reporters from the SGA Community. Produced by
Diane Petersmarck.

Both downy and harry male woodpeckers have a spot of
red on the back of their heads (the birds in the picture
are both females). The main difference is in size: the
downy is smaller and the downy’s bill is shorter.
I also spied a goldfinch in the University Place garden
last week. Picture isn’t too clear – I was too far away.

Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano
Boiler Room Phone: 847.864.6887

Submissions are welcome.

