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SGA gardens are blooming with spring color! 

Photo by D.Petersmarck 
 

 
 
ASSOCIATION NEWS 
By Allen Feuerstein (1856), SGAA President 
 
SGAA Happenings 
We have a great group of motivated owners who 
volunteer to help make Sherman Garden a great 
place to live. I want to thank everyone who 
organized the Earth Day Celebration. Please read 
through the article included in this newsletter to 
recognize the participants. 
 
It is a great honor that SGA will be included in the 
June 26 Evanston Garden Walk. There is a big push 
to make our community garden fantastic. This is a 
community effort and I hope everyone will find 

some way to get involved. If you have a balcony 
unit, please make every effort to put up a flower 
basket. A vertical garden will really be spectacular. 
 
The hallway and back stairwell improvements look 
great. I know this has been a topic of discussion for 
a few years and has been on the schedule for a 
while. Covid set this back a few years, but the 
trustees recently moved forward and completed 
these plans. 
 
Eric Mullendore has volunteered to join Norm 
Weston as a Building Coordinator. If there are any 
building issues, please let your Building 
Coordinators know. Building Coordinators are not 
management or Trustees but are there to help in 
communications and forwarding any issues that 
arise.  
 
SGAA Officers are working to update the SGA 
Association bylaws, which are separate from 
Sherman Garden Apartments Trust Agreement and 
the Rules and Regulations. 
 
Street Cleaning 
I always mention this topic. Sign up for the city’s 
email and text alerts by calling 311 or going on the 
Evanston website. These tickets are expensive, and 
you can get multiple tickets in one week. Also, I 
have seen the ticket enforcement give tickets even 
after the cleaning has been completed because 
they go by the no parking time on the signs. I am 
grateful to Tim Mahoney and Joe Kramer, who 
have been putting up the Sherman Garden Street 
cleaning warning signs. This is a special courtesy 
and is not an official SGA function, so please do not 
expect this all the time. 
 

### 
 
 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 
Good news: the courtyard 
fence on the west side of 
1860 has been fixed. The 
stairwell painting is 
complete.  

 
Building maintenance is an ongoing issue and we are 
looking at replacement of the carpeting and the light 
fixtures in the hallways. The plan is to get several ideas 
and prices before taking any action. More will be 
revealed. 
 
The Trustee Election resulted in a full slate of Trustees: 
Louise Keely    Term ends 2025 
Barbara Pearson  Term ends 2025 
Marcia Bosits   Term ends 2024 
James Edgren   Term ends 2023 
John Coughlin    Term ends 2023 
 
During the new board’s first trustee meeting in May, 
various roles and responsibilities were discussed. The 
bank accounts were also updated with the current 
names. 
 
The heat will be shut off, on May 15,2022. 
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
1860 - 1SE - $140,000 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Agents: Colin Hebson 
           Chaya Benhlyoun 
Dream Town Realty 
Telephone No: 312/242-1000 
MLS#: 11333013 
 

### 
 

SGA TRUSTEE ELECTION 
Morris Phibbs (1862) 
 
SGA Trustee Election 
The four-month process of nominating and electing 
SGA trustees came to a successful conclusion on 
May 1, resulting in the election of highly qualified 
and motivated residents who have now filled four 
vacancies.  
 
The ballots were opened at 10:00 am on Sunday, 
May 1 by Gregg Rithmiller of Heil & Heil and then 
counted by Diane Petersmarck (representing the 

Trustees) and Morris Phibbs (representing the SGA 
Association). At no point during the process was 
the voter’s name paired with their ballot.  
 
Before the ballots were counted, each submitted 
warranty was checked against a master list 
provided by Heil & Heil of the certificate numbers 
of all eligible owners (no irregularities were found).  
 
Only three ballots were received that were deemed 
ineligible and thus not counted. The voter errors 
were: 
1. The transference of an incorrect trust certificate 
number to the warranty form,  
2. Not including the owner-signed warranty in the 
return envelope.  
3. Inserting both the warranty and the ballot in the 
small envelope, thus not maintaining 
confidentiality. 
 
All votes were tallied by two methods—once on a 
hand-marked tally sheet and once on a computer-
ized tally sheet. The tallying process was performed 
two times to ensure accuracy.  
 
SGA residents owe a huge debt of gratitude to the 
retiring trustees who have dedicated their time and 
efforts to make Sherman Garden a wonderful place 
to call home: 

 Keith Johnson 
 Diane Petersmarck 
 Charles Fisher 
 Tim Mahoney 

 
I once again thank Don Schollenberger for his 
guidance of the nominating committee comprised 
of Michael Blanski, Sheree Brutzkus, Jim Edgren, 
Keith Johnson, Louise Keely, Catherine Marsh, 
Michael Stephens, and Norman Weston. 
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PLANT HANGER BRACKETS FOR BALCONIES 
By Kate Poole (1866) 
 

Are there gardeners among 
us at SGA dreaming of 
hanging beautiful spring 
flower baskets out on our 
railings? For the past few 
years there haven’t been 

enough brackets for everyone who wanted them. 
But this past summer, the brackets were found for 
sale at the Evanston Home Depot Garden Center 
on Oakton near McCormick. The hangers, shown 
below, were located at the far back left corner of 
the northernmost garden center building, on the 
third shelf from the floor. They’re fairly easy to put 
together, especially after reading the 
directions. Each set of two costs about $10.00.  
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Vigoro-Window-
Box-Metal-Bracket-51472/317641070 

### 

EARTH DAY 2022 
Julie Lamberti (1860) 
 

SGAA celebrated Earth Day 2022 on Saturday, April 23. 
We were blessed with a glorious day of warmth and 
sun. Folks gathered for coffee and bagels and 
socialization on the patio. All compostable materials 
were used and collected for composting. There was a 
raffle of three items – two gift certificates to Eco and 
the Flamingo, a new zero waste store nearby 
(https://www.ecoandtheflamingo.com/), and a reusable 
grocery bag designed by resident artist Mark Mershon. 

A beautiful flowering crabapple tree was planted in 
front of 1864 in observance of Arbor Day, and some 
residents stayed to help with garden clean-up. Thanks 
to the committee – Morris Phibbs, Joyce O’Callaghan, 
Walt Henebry, Sarah Vanderwicken, Julie Lamberti – 
and everyone else who helped, including Phil Osborne, 
Brian Wolf, and Oscar Huazano. Also, thanks to the 
Trustees whose allowance for social events funded this 
celebration! 

 
### 

 
WHAT HAPPENED TO ALL THE EASTER 
EGGS? 
 

Joanie Wilkins (1866 - 2NC) 
invited her three grandchildren 
to an Easter egg hunt and 
dinner on April 17th. For the 
hunt, Joanie assembled 46 
plastic eggs -- filling 23 with 

candy and 23 with money & toys.  At 3:45pm she placed 
the eggs all around our courtyard for the boys, ages 3, 6 
and 8, to find. The hunt began at 4:15pm after everyone 
arrived. When Joanie looked around the courtyard, she 



could see that many of the eggs were missing. Where 
could they possibly have gone? Then the 8-year-old 
shouted: "Look up in the tree, there's a squirrel with a 
purple egg in his mouth."  
 
Alertly Joanie's daughter-in-law quickly snapped a 
photo of the squirrel scurrying up the tree.  
 
Interesting note: the squirrel only took eggs with candy 
he could smell and left all eggs with non-edible items. 
Shocking to us:  how in just 30 minutes he found 46 
eggs and took 23 of them up six stories in a tall tree to 
his nest. Pretty darn smart!  
 

 
P.S. We have not found any evidence that the eggs in 
the nest were opened -- no remnants of egg shells 
around the tree.  
 

### 

 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2023 
James Edgren    Term ends May 2023 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2024 
Barbara Pearson       Term ends May 2025 
Louise Keely    Term ends May 2025 
 
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Allen Feuerstein, 1860 
Vice-President, Joyce O’Callahan, 1860 
Secretary, Morris Phibbs, 1862 
Treasurer, Julie Lamberti, 1860 
Building Coordinators:1856 – Sherre Brutzkus, Lisa Noble 
1860 –  Norman Weston, Eric Mullendore 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken, Rosa Alanis 
1866 –Pat Rolfs, Walter Henebry 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller  
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Cindee Bath.  It is written by 
Roving Reporters  from the SGA Community. Produced by 
Diane Petersmarck. 

Submissions are welcome. 


