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JANUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER
________________________________________________________

fall to complete Mary Jo Hucks' term. Mary Jo recently
moved – she was very involved in our community and
took charge of a number of committees and events. We
welcome Joyce to the SGA Board!
TRUSTEE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
At this time, the immediate and vital activity for the
Association is to form a Trustee nominating committee
and develop a slate of trustee candidates for election.
The association only recruits trustee candidates, who
are then voted on by all Sherman Garden shareholders.
So far, the volunteer members of the nominating
committee are Norm Weston and Catherine Marsh
(1860); Michael Blanski (1862); and Michael Stephens
(1864). It is important that we have representatives
from each building. On January 3, I sent out an email
asking for volunteers to be on the Nominating
Committee. (If you are not receiving any emails from
me, (allenfeuerstein@gmail.com), please let me know.)

ASSOCIATION NEWS
Allen Feuerstein (1856), SGAA President
Happy and Safe New Year to all.
Sherman Gardens Association would like to
welcome Teri Frigo to 1856, 4SW! Her contact info
made it into the new directory.
The Holiday get-together at Reza’s Restaurant went well
and was attended by 25+ SGA residents. Some pictures
are on the last page.
The space was large and provided more than adequate
room for everyone to practice social distancing. Ryan,
the owner, provided us with several complimentary
appetizers. Jim Edgren helped set up and brought a CD
player for holiday music. Morris Phibbs, Sherrie
Brutzkus, Lisa Noble, and Joyce O'Callaghan helped set
up decorations. Hopefully next year we will have an
even larger and better event.
Joyce O'Callaghan (1860) has officially become the new
Association Vice President and will serve through this

Three trustee positions are open this year. Please start
to consider if you would like to run for Trustee. As you
know, Trustees are critical to the successful
management of Sherman Gardens.
Please reserve the following dates: February 16 will be a
special SGA event whose topic is yet to be determined,
and March 16 will be the annual "Meet the Trustee
Candidates" meeting. Our meetings usually begin at
7:30 pm.
2022 SG DIRECTORY
Julie Lamberti, the SGAA treasurer, spent a lot of time
producing the new Sherman Garden directory. Thanks
to you, Julie, and to the building coordinators who
helped collect this information. The goal of the
directory is to help you communicate with your
neighbors and make new friendships. A few extra
directories were printed, so if you did not purchase one
it is not too late to do so by contacting your building
coordinator.
Remember, this directory is only for your personal use
and must not be shared with outside people or
organizations. The financial donation will help fund
future association activities. Thank you all for
contributing.
###

getting a postcard in the mail from the City with the
details,

FROM THE TRUSTEES
Happy New Year!

THERMOSTATS
One of the downsides of vintage buildings is often their
heating system. Ours has an added wrinkle in that your
thermostat controls the heat in your upstairs neighbor’s
floor and does not really affect your temperature at all,
because heat rises.
So, if you’re cold, please contact your downstairs
neighbor and ask them to turn their thermostat up. Let
them know that it won’t affect the temp in their
apartment if they don’t know this. OR get a space
heater.
If you are hot, please contact your downstairs neighbor
and ask them to turn their thermostat down. If they tell
you they are too cold and balk, tell them it won’t make
much difference to them, they need to proceed as in
the paragraph above. OR, open your windows. OR, turn
your air conditioner fans on judiciously to cool off your
apartment.
The best way to check If your thermostat is working is
to turn it up, wait a few hours, and check with your
upstairs neighbor to see if their bathroom floor warms
up. If it does not, then it’s time to call the boiler room or
put in a request for service with hsd@hhsg.net
If you need assistance in communicating with your
neighbor, contact your building coordinator(s).
HALLWAY REDECORATING
We are still looking at plans to paint and re-carpet all
buildings but there are still problems to be considered not the least of which is covid. We thank Sarah
Langridge (1862) and Louise Keely (1866) for helping us
with advice and quotes. As soon as we are able to make
a decision, we will let you know.
PARKING GARAGE PLANS
The parking garage land swap deal is creeping slowly
forward. Trustees met with Councilmember Clare Kelly,
City development staff, and representatives from Focus
last week. The city is planning a community meeting on
the projects the second week in February - you will be

TRUSTEE FEES
The level of compensation has remained at $3,000 a
year for at least 30 years. The recent demands on the
trustees have increased to the point that the
compensation is seen as inadequate. It may be a reason
that we have had difficulty in recent years in recruiting
candidates for nominees for election as trustee.
The unusual circumstance of a majority of serving
trustees leaving at one time has created an opportunity
for that majority to decide on raising trustee
compensation without a conflict of interest (that is,
they are not voting to raise their own compensation).
As of May 1, 2022, the annual compensation will
become $6,000 by unanimous agreement by the three
outgoing trustees.
UNITS FOR SALE
1862 - Unit 1NE - $110,000
2BR/1.5B
Listing Agent: Joe Gerber
Engel and Voelkers
Telephone: 847/441-5730
MLS#: 11271069
1864 - Unit 5NE - $79,000
2BR/1B/Balcony
Listing Agent: Allyn Rawling
@Properties
Telephone No: 847/763-0200
MLS#: 11232506
###

A NEW YEAR RESOLUTION
By Diane Petersmarck (1860)
Resolution: Become more active in the SGA
community! How?
1) READ THIS NEWSLETTER! Find out what is going on
and don’t be afraid to join in. Even better, write an
article about something your neighbors might be
interested in . . . a great restaurant, a lovely walk you
took, a store offering good values or nice/unusual
items, a piece of public art you enjoyed.
2) Smile at and speak to your neighbors. A simple
“hello” or, “Good to see you!” or “You look nice today”.

3) Come to a meeting. Meet the Candidates is coming
up – you don’t have to run for trustee, but at least be
interested in who is?
4)Come to an Association social event – we had a lovely
Holiday Party at Reza’s. Watch for the date of the next
event.
###

INTERVIEW WITH TRUSTEE
KEITH JOHNSON
By Tim Mahoney (1860)
Who is Keith Johnson?

Work experience background?
I have both an academic and applied work history. My
applied side brought me to Evanston. While here I
worked in applied research, as a front-line DCFS child
protection worker, and taught in area universities and
colleges.
Hobbies?
Reading and keeping up with the science world, esp.
astronomy, and public health, and keeping up with the
socio-political world around the planet.
What brought you to Sherman Garden Apartments?
I was working out of the country and looking for a way
to return when I read a job ad in the Chicago Tribune
while visiting my parents in the south suburbs. An
unnamed organization was looking for a social scientist
familiar with surveys and other program evaluations
with international experience and multilingual skills. It

looked like my resume! So, I replied, using my father’s
old manual typewriter. I got a call and was interviewed
a couple of days later and offered the post on the spot.
It was Research Manager for Rotary International, just
down the street from SGA. I was previously a member
of a co-op, so I chose to visit SGA as my first stop with
my realtor. As soon as I saw the unit, I told the realtor I
didn’t have to see any other listing. So, I moved in with
my wife, Zedy, a month later.
What makes you stay?
We originally planned to retire and remain in our unit
for life. That continues to be our plan today, since 1988
when we moved in
.
Why did you run for Trustee?
Over the years I have been SGA Association president at
two different times, and once ran for trustee when
there was a lot of contention about how the complex
was being run. I had been asked to be nominated in
previous years, so I finally accepted after my retirement
from teaching. I feel that it is a duty of unit owners to
participate in the business of managing the co-op.
How much time do you spend each month on your
duties as a Trustee?
The time requirements vary considerably. Lately, they
have grown greatly with major building maintenance
projects and now with the possibility of a land swap of
our parking lot for a parking garage adjacent to our
complex. The result is from one or two hours a week to
more than two hours a day on SGA affairs.
What committees is this candidate official assigned to?
The committee “assignments” are generally committees
of the whole, where everyone has to go over legal
and/or financial papers for the sale of a unit, payments,
and contracts for services, or any other business that
comes up. There is not a good system for committees,
as the work from a committee when turned over to the
five trustees gets questioned and eventually is redone
by our committee of the whole. I served as the head of
the Rules and Regulations Committee for four years
before the current version was reworked several times
with different committee membership along the way. I
also serve on the Real Estate Committee, which is
organized to increase the recognition of SGA among
realtors and the public.

What kinds of conversations do you have with your
closest friends?
I’m sorry to say that my two closest friends have both
died. That’s one consequence of living into one’s
eighties. My closest friends are a college classmate from
65 years ago and his wife. We generally talk about our
lives over the decades and what we are planning and
doing for the next few years, especially in the area of
our health.
You have four months left in your term. What are
your goals?
I believe the most I can accomplish with my remaining
time is to participate in the Association’s Nominating
Committee and help ease the transfer of responsibilities
to our new, incoming trustees. We are experiencing the
loss of three of our five trustees, and we are in the
middle of an enormous project which, if accepted, will
increase our responsibilities by managing a parking
garage. Unfortunately, there is no time between the
counting of the ballots on May first and the assumption
of trustee responsibilities by the elected.
What is something that has sparked joy for you in the
past year?
Watching the progress of my children, grandchildren,
and former students and participating with them, when
possible, given the pandemic’s limitations. Despite the
pandemic, we had a family celebration of my 85th
birthday with 85 bars of chocolate supplied by my three
children and seven grandchildren. No two of the bars
were the same. They ordered me to finish all of them by
my next birthday, knowing my tastes, and that such
instructions were not necessary.
Which fashion trend would you want to bring back?
Democracy.
What’s on your to do list that’s important, but not
urgent?
Go over my possessions, such as books and papers, and
eliminate everything I don’t really use.
If money wasn’t an issue, what would you do with
your time?
Travel to all the continents, stay long enough in each
place to meet and live among the locals and get to
know their culture.

There are three Trustee positions coming up soon, any
advice for a potential candidate?
Get informed about the work in progress, so you can
start working from day 1. There are three retiring
trustees, so get in touch with more than one to get an
idea of the current issues. Keep an open mind and don’t
jump to conclusions without getting all the facts
available.
What do other people always thank you for?
Depends on the relationship. Students thanked me for
being a good teacher, colleagues for my contributions,
friends for being understanding and supportive.
Any other questions to ask of yourself?
Why don’t I ever get organized?
###

A NUMBER TO ADD TO YOUR PHONE
CONTACTS LIST
By Diane Petersmarck (1860)
I had been
watching
committee
meetings trying
to set up an
alternative
response
program for
residents that don’t have access to help with mental
health issues. They ran into funding, logistical and
manpower problems. So, I was happy to read an article
in Evanston Now about a mobile response team for
mental health crises that will begin serving Evanston on
Jan. 10. The service, provided by Chicago-based Trilogy
Behavioral Healthcare, will also respond to calls in
Skokie, Rogers Park and several other communities.
The Trilogy team is dispatched after the agency’s
hotline (800-322-8400) is called. It is not linked to the
city’s 911 center. It’s a way to “help people get support
and stay safe without needing to call 911 or go to the
hospital when unnecessary just to access care.” A twoperson clinical team will respond, help the person in
crisis deal with the immediate situation and work on a
plan for long-term help. at least to start, the mobile
service will only be available Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Evanston Now
###

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR STEVEN WALSH
Hello fellow SGA residents. I am delighted to have
been here a year and have met so many lovely people.
Let me introduce myself. My name is Steven Walsh, and
I live in 1860-4NE. I grew up in the Albany Park
neighborhood in Chicago and, for the last ten years, I
have lived in Evanston. In between and in chronological
order, I have been an anthropologist, environmental
activist, and educator from kindergarten to adult
education.
My interest in people and history led me to live with the
Siberian Yupik people of St. Lawrence Island (Sivuqaq in
their language) in Alaska. It was quite long ago and
fortunately; I was able to work in all the sub-disciplines
of anthropology. As an educator, I aided in the
development of a historical curriculum of the Island. I
spent most of the years from 1972 to 1984 living in
Alaska, mainly at the University in Fairbanks and
secondarily on St. Lawrence Island.
In 1984 I returned to Chicago and got involved in
education, working among Chicago's three major ethnic
communities: Hispanic, African American, and
Caucasian until my retirement. The one other
community with whom I developed a relationship was
the Korean community. The relationship I had with
these communities centered around education -- either
my own or helping parents and students with their
academic studies. While I never visited Africa or Asia, I
did live with five families in Mexico, one in Puerto Rico,
and one in El Salvador. Presently, my Spanish is suitable
for traveling but is not academic Spanish.
Seventeen years ago, I transitioned from focusing on
environmental education to studying our monetary
system's effects. In 2005 the first American Monetary
Institute Conference took place and was held in
Chicago. For me, it brought together all my nonenvironmental background -- having a political
science/liberal arts degree, being involved in the civil
rights and justice movements, and having a cognitive
problem (much like playing a game of chess) to figure
out. I was hooked and have given practically all my
available time to this effort. Today I'm Executive
Director of that same institute, just a few years after the
death of its founder, Stephen Zarlenga. If you are
interested in learning about my work and the American
Monetary Institute (monetary.org), just email me
at steven.w@monetaryalliance.org.
###

AD: ART FOR SALE:

This is an acrylic painting on metal and board. The size is
34 in. by 12 in. It is ready to hang. The name of the
painting is Abstract Lake Michigan Sunrise. It is on sale
this month for 75.00 dollars. If you are interested,
please call or text Joyce OCallaghan at 847-863-2293
###

Sherman Garden Trustees
Diane Petersmarck
Term ends May 2022
Keith Johnson
Term ends May 2022
Charles Fisher
Term ends May 2022
John Coughlin
Term ends May 2023
Tim Mahoney
Term ends May 2024
Sherman Garden Association
President, Allen Feuerstein, 1860
Vice-President, Joyce O’Callahan, 1860
Secretary, Morris Phibbs, 1862
Treasurer, Julie Lamberti, 1860
Building Coordinators:1856 – Sherre Brutzkus, Lisa
Noble
1860 – Norman Weston, Tim Mahoney
1862 – Jack Stern
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken, Rosa Alanis
1866 –Pat Rolfs, Walter Henebry
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300
Skokie, IL 60077 847.866.7400
hsd@hhsg.net
Property Manager: Gregg Rithmiller

Lisa Kaya Nohle, Sherre Brutzkus and Keith Johnson (all 1856)

Olga Ryskin (1864), Kurt Noble (1856) in the background.

Building Engineers
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano
Boiler Room Phone: 847.864.6887
SGA Newsletter is edited by Cindee Bath. It is written
by Roving Reporters Cherie Fisher, Diane Keely, Walter
Henebry, Phil Osborne, and Jack Stern along with
various other residents. Produced by Diane Petersmarck.

Martha Parsons (1866), Lauren Marcove (1862), Reza’s mgmt.,
Barbara Pearson (1864), Pat Rolfs (1866)

SUBMISSIONS ARE WELCOME

Morris Phibbs (1862), Diane Keely (1856), Pat Rolfs, Martha Parsons
(both 1866), Reza’s mgmt..

All photos by Allen Feuerstein

