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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
By Sue Lafferty, SGAA President (1856) 
 
OUR SEPTEMBER COFFEE outside was a major success! 
The morning weather was a bit brisk, so the hot coffee 
was appreciated. People were very generous in bringing 
food, and we had lots of delicious treats to enjoy. This 
may become an annual happening but we might have it 
a bit earlier in the month. 
 
OUR ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING had about 35 people in 
attendance. The minutes from that meeting, which were 
taken by Anastasia Wehrenberg, are included in this 
newsletter. The budget meeting with our auditor is a 
very important meeting, and we encourage all residents 
to attend so that you know about how your assessment 
is being spent, future expenses, and overall money  

 
management here at Sherman Gardens. It is also an 
opportunity to ask questions of the Trustees. 
 
OUR NEXT SOCIAL EVENT, THE HOLIDAY PARTY, is being 
rescheduled from December to January or February. The 
1860 plumbing project equipment is taking up too much 
space in the basement meeting room for us to socialize 
easily. We are going to wait until all the work is done and 
then reschedule the party. We will keep you posted on 
the new date. This is a disappointment since the party is 
a great time for us to celebrate and eat together. 
 
THANKS TO KATE POOLE AND JEANIE HENRY for their 
organizational work on the September coffee and the 
Halloween Trick or Treating. We appreciate their efforts! 

The bounty hunter sometimes known as Calvin Whitmore 
(1860), Wolverine sometimes known as Norman White (1860) 
and Superman sometimes known as Henry White (1860)                                         
Photos by D. Petersmarck 
 
REMINDER:  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS at 2:00 am 
on Sunday, November 4.  We turn our clocks back an 
hour (“spring forward, fall back”). It’s also the 
recommended time to make sure your smoke and 
carbon monoxide alarms are in good working order and 
to replace batteries.   
 
WE WELCOME A NEW OWNER 
1866 1NW 
Martha Parsons 
Phone: 217.552.7390 
Email: mparsons0106@gmail.com 
 

### 
 



FROM THE TRUSTEES 
PLUMBING RISER PROJECT IN 1860 
The project is moving along. The goal is to have four of 
the six tiers in the building plumbed and closed up 
before Thanksgiving. That leaves two tiers for after 
Thanksgiving and we're hoping they move along 
speedily. 
 
WINDOW WASHING 
Window washing has been temporarily suspended due 
to new Evanston requirements for rooftop safety 
equipment.   
 
1862 BACK STAIRWAY 
Unfortunately, the contractor working on the 
1862 stairwell started later because of a scheduling 
problem and now (as of 11/1) has been shut down by 
OSHA. We don't have a confirmation on what they were 
doing wrong, but the site has been inactive for several 
days now. We will let you know when we learn more. 
 
UNITS FOR SALE  
1860 2SE - $129,000 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Agents: Colin Hebson/Chaya Benhiyoun 
Dream Town Realty  
312.242.1000 
MLS# 10071351 
 
1864 3SW - $74,000 
2BR/1B 
Agents: Danny Carr/Erik Gimbel    
Century 21 Affiliated 
847.780.4152 
MLS# 10036169 

### 

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
Early voting is possible through November 5 at the 
Evanston Civic Center at 2100 Ridge Avenue. 
Our election day polling place on November 6 is at the 
Jane R Perlman Apartments, 1900 Sherman Avenue right 
across Emerson Street (6:00 am – 7:00 pm). We are in 
Ward 1, Precinct 2. You can find a sample ballot for our 
location at www.cookcountyclerk.com/service/sample-
ballot. 

### 

ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 25, 2018 
Minutes by Anastasia Wehrenberg, Secretary of SGAA 
 
Welcome – Sue Lafferty, Association President, opened 
the meeting by welcoming everyone and having all of us 
introduce ourselves to the group. 
 
Questions for the Trustees – Sue started by thanking the 
trustees for all of the hard work that they do for us. 
Keith Johnson, Diane Petersmarck, and Barbara Pearson 
were in attendance to answer our questions. 
 
The first question was about the schedule for the 
replacement of the 1862 back stairwell. The trustees said 
that they have not been updated on this and would need 
to ask Gregg. Later Gregg stated the contractors were 
supposed to have started on Monday. 
 
The second question was asking about the new internet 
and cable provider for the building. The trustees said 
that the provider is RCN but that everything has not yet 
been hooked up. They mentioned that each owner 
would need to contact RCN to see about the pricing if 
they were interested in changing providers. 
 
The next question was about what happens when the 
trust expires in 2045. The trustees stated that just as 
before, a new Trust Agreement amendment extending 
the Trust would be drawn up and voted on. 
 
Then a question was asked about what the next big 
project will be once the plumbing is finished. The 
trustees stated that the 1866-56 roof and the 1860 roof 
need to be replaced, some of the overhangs need work, 
and the security doors may need to be replaced. 
 
Next there was a long discussion about the heat and how 
cold the units became before the trustees decided to 
turn on the heat. Some residents stated that the trustees 
need to think about the health and safety of the 
residents. Some questioned why we could not use the 
same City rules as for rentals, which state that after 
September 15 the units need to stay above 68 degrees. 
Sue asked how many residents were cold before the 
heat was turned on, and most of the attendees raised 
their hands. The trustees stated that they will use the 
input they received at the meeting to discuss at their 
next trustees meeting and then get back to us with what 
changes will be implemented. 
 
Auditor – Andrew Lott has been the auditor for Sherman 
Gardens since 1994. He started by saying that the 
trustees and management company do a great job and 



that the books are in good shape. He also said that with 
buildings of this age there is going to be a lot of 
maintenance that will take place and that we need to 
plan for the future. He said that we received a clean 
opinion. We currently have a cash reserve of a little over 
a million dollars. He noted that with all of the recent 
projects that we have completed that we have spent a 
lot of cash in the past few years. Our net worth is 6.4 
million dollars. 
 
Someone asked if our reserve is over a million dollars 
why do we need to increase assessments each year. He 
explained that the trustees make the final decision about 
whether and how much to increase the assessments. He 
also said that the reserves are used to take care of any 
issues that will come up so you need to look at what you 
have spent historically. He mentioned that it would not 
be unusual for buildings of this size and age to have 
reserves of 2 to 3 million dollars. His recommendation 
about the assessments is that they should increase at 
the rate of inflation plus add to the reserve. It was also 
mentioned that with a reserve there will not be a need 
for a special assessment in case of a large surprise. 
 
Someone asked about the process of signing checks. He 
stated that the books are kept by the management 
company and that different departments handle 
different things such as the management, accounts 
payable, accounts receivable, etc. There are many 
checks and balances in place. 
 
Someone asked if the one million in reserve is kept at 
different banks so as not to exceed the FDIC maximum. 
He stated that yes they try to do this but at times a 
balance might be above the maximum.Someone asked if 
the trustees or management company could create a pie 
chart that would explain how much of our assessments 
go to taxes, water, heat, maintenance, etc. He stated 
that each of us could do this on our own by either using 
the budget or this audit. Sue said that she will get a copy 
of what has been done in the past to the trustees and 
they will discuss it and see if it could be updated. 
 
Someone asked why the property taxes are so low. He 
stated that we do not know why and don’t really want to 
start asking questions on this issue. 
 

### 
 
 

A SPECIAL CITY AWARD   
Evanston Mayor Steve Hagerty (5th from left) awarded a 
dozen volunteers retiring from service on city boards on 
October 30. 1860’s Joan Taylor (2nd from left), formerly a 
social worker, served six years on the Mental Health 
Board and retired as its chairman.   

 
 

### 
 

THANKS TO CAT CARETAKERS 
By Rosemary Powers (1866) 
 
I would like to recognize and thank the residents who 
care for the housing of our feral cats.  They clean and 
prepare the shelters in the fall and clean again and check 
in the spring. It is a lot of work and the Sherman Garden 
community and the cats appreciate their efforts.  
[Editor’s Note: This year it was Barbara Pearson and 
Morris Phibbs who “winterized” the cats’ shelter, 
cleaning it and putting down fresh straw. Their sleeping 
cushions are heated (as is their water bowl) to provide 
comfort during the winter months. 

### 
 

 
One of the final roses of the season. 



 
The building at 811 Emerson as of 10-28-18.  
Photo by Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 

 

 
https://www.brooklinelibrary.org/ 

 
MAH-JONGG AT ANY AGE 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
When I was 31, my aunt and her friends taught me to 
play mah-jongg. They lived in a very active retirement 
community in South Carolina where there was a club for 
everything you could think of. Being 31 was no 
advantage in this crowd; they were sharp and did not 
make mistakes. The atmosphere while they played was a 
strange mix of jovial and deadly serious. 
 
I am not talking about the mah-jongg solitaire game you 
can play on a smart phone or computer where you take 
away matching pairs of tiles from a digital pile. Invented 
and still widely played in China, mah-jongg has real-life 
3-D tiles with Chinese characters and artwork. 
 
My aunt later gave me a mah-jongg tile set as a gift. 
When I moved to Evanston in 2003, I advertised in The 
Reader (then a safe thing to do) to find other interested 
people, no experience required, who could play regularly 

but wouldn’t take the game too seriously. About ten 
people responded but over time the group whittled 
down to a solid five people (you need four to play). 
 
Strategically, the game is much like gin or gin rummy. 
The goal is to put together a complete hand of 14 tiles 
that is made up of four groups of three (either identical  
matching tiles or ‘runs’ of numbers like 4-5-6 in the  
same suit) plus a pair of identical tiles. Of course, you 
need to do this faster than the other players in each 
round. 
 
My aunt and her friends played an American version of 
the game that is tied to the National Mah-jongg League.  
 Every year, the League releases a list of the only tile 
combinations you can win with that year. That is how I 
first learned to play and I enjoyed it, but it took a long 
time to learn and I played a lot of dead hands along the 
way (a dead hand is one that cannot be completed 
because some key tile has been discarded and you didn’t 
or couldn’t pick it up). 
 
One of the people who responded to my Reader ad 
played competitive mah-jongg in the US. He taught us a 
much simpler, fast-paced version of the game that is 
closer to the way the Chinese play. For me and my 
friends, that is the version that stuck. 
 
So, here we are 15 years later. Several original players 
from our group have moved away and others have 
joined and later left. We are down to a core group of 
four that has been playing together about 12 years. 
Scheduling has gotten more challenging over the years 
as we’ve gotten married and had children but we still get 
together when we can. The group has been all-female 
almost since the beginning but my husband Charles now 
sits in when someone can’t make it. 
 
My aunt and her friends used to tease me that my age 
was a disadvantage in mah-jongg. Something about how 
you don’t even try to multi-task when you’re over 60 so 
you have better concentration than younger people. It’s 
true that I didn’t win with them very often. I’m not sure 
that I win much more now but I don’t mind. 
 
My tile set sits around unused most of the time so give 
me a call if you want to borrow it or learn to play. 
 

### 
  



OPEN HOUSE NOVEMBER 11 TO FOCUS ON  
INFANT WELFARE SOCIETY OF EVANSTON 
 
You are invited to an open house on Sunday, November 
11, 3-5 pm at the home of Louise Keely (1866, unit 7N) 
to learn about the Infant Welfare Society of Evanston 
(IWSE). Helping children and families thrive since 1913, 
IWSE is committed to the care and early education of 
infants and toddlers and to supporting their families' 
efforts to be self-sufficient providers and effective 
parents. 
 
Louise is a board member of IWSE. She invites you to 
meet the executive director of IWSE, Stephen Vick, and 
the head of development, Nancy Phillips, and other  

board members to learn more about IWSE and ways that  
community members can help support this long-serving 
organization. Drinks and snacks will be served. 
 
To attend, please RSVP via this google sheet. Please 
choose and add your name(s) for the 3-4 or 4-5 pm 
time.  https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-
Fv061q-Zp3IAYYrd8iHVG4QSdId9wi99XZgNxlCL04 
If you cannot access the sheet but wish to attend, please 
contact Louise by email (lckeely@gmail.com) or phone 
(312.608.1959) and indicate which time you wish to 
attend. Or if you cannot attend but wish to learn more 
about IWSE, please let Louise know.   
 
Note: A chart about IWSE was published in the October 
newsletter. Their website is http://www.iwse.org. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
GOT ROOM AT YOUR THANKSGIVING 
TABLE? 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
For the tenth year, Northwestern University is matching 
up international students and faculty (both individuals 
and families) with local resident hosts for Thanksgiving 
dinner. New this year, they are also seeking places for 
American students who won’t be traveling home for the 
holiday. 
Northwestern views this as part of a cultural exchange 
for international students and faculty who would enjoy 
the chance to participate in this American tradition. Last 
year, 335 Northwestern students, scholars and faculty 
members and their families participated in the program. 
More information and photos and testimonials from 
past participants are available at 
www.northwestern.edu/international/programming/io-
programming/thanksgiving.html. 
 

### 
 
WANTED: MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS & WATER 
BOTTLES. Dewey Elementary (where Sherman Garden 
kids go) needs materials for 3-D art projects. Magazines 
and newspapers with kid-friendly content only. Small 
water bottles, dry with caps please. Contact Cherie 
Fisher (1864) by November 15. (847) 563-8225. Thank 
you! 
 
 
 

CLOTHES HANGERS NEEDED. Sherre Brutzkus (1856 
5SW) is looking for disposable clothes hangers – like 
those you get from dry cleaners.  If anyone has some 
extras to give away, please contact her 
(sherre311@gmail.com or 847.905.1293). 
 

### 
 

 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
ONE, TWO, THREE 
When you go to use the passenger elevator, remember 
1 – 2 – 3. ONE: Push the call button to get the elevator 
to your floor. TWO: Wait till the inner door opens. 
THREE: Pull the door handle to open the door. 
Yes, when the elevator is on the first floor, you can get 
the door open without going through the 3 steps but 
that’s not the correct thing to do. The repair men – who 
seem to be here all the time – don’t want you to open 
the door that way. The elevator has a gripping 
mechanism that is stressed when you do this, causing 
problems over time. 
 
Also, when exiting the freight elevator, make sure that 
the inner gate is closed and that the outer door is also 
closed completely. Lately I have had to walk down  
 
 



several flights of stairs to find that the outer door is not 
completely shut so the elevator doesn’t work. This takes 
the elevator out of service for the entire building! 
 
BE MORE COMFORTABLE 
Get a humidifier to add moisture to the air. The air 
inside your home can become very dry. Moist air feels 
warmer and holds heat better, so a humidifier can help 
you feel comfortable when your thermostat is set at a 
lower temperature. You can also increase the humidity 
in your apartment with a collection of house plants. 
 
TIME FOR EVALUATION 
There are various times and reasons to stop and 
reconsider areas of your life, i.e., career, financial 
status, and health issues.  I’d like to offer a few things to 
consider. 
 
While you are working, it is a good idea to take note of 
your career and where you are in it every five years. You 
need to determine whether a change is needed and 
how to go about doing it. Once you hit 60, you should 
do this evaluation on a yearly basis. How long do I plan 
to work, will I have enough money to retire, and how do 
I increase my savings to prepare? To meet your goals, 
you do need to keep this up. 
 
As far as health and wellbeing, you also need to do 
checks from time to time. Do a yearly evaluation at age 
60 and consider starting a six-month evaluation at age 
65. This is another circumstance where you need to be 
aware of changes in your health and prepare for them. 
Being prepared makes it easier on you and on your 
loved ones. 
 
THINGS TO SEE 
Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center, 9603 
Woods Drive, Skokie, 847.967.4800, 
www.ilholocaustmuseum.org 
 

Mitchell Museum of the American Indian, 2600 Central 
Park Avenue, Evanston, 847.475.4040, 
www.mitchellmuseum.org 
 
EATS 
Kilwins, the candy and ice cream store, will open in 
early November.  
 

Binny’s, on Chicago Avenue just south of Jewel, is also 
scheduled to open in early November. The new coffee 
shop,  
 

Colectivo Coffee, isn’t scheduled to open till spring but 
they are looking for employees now, so it might open 
sooner. 
 
Another place to try: Chicago Hot Dog and Co., 1009 
Davis Street. 
 

As the weather is getting colder and the winds brisker, 
remember Ovo Frito for a satisfying breakfast or lunch. 
It is on Maple and a very short walk from SGA. 
 
BARGAINS 
November is the best time to buy TVs, refrigerators, and 
dish washers. Also, electronics and gaming consoles. 
 

### 
 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2021 
 
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1856 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus, Diane Keely 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Kate Poole, Pat Rolfs 
 

Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 

Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 

SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written 
by Jeanie Henry, and Roving Reporters Cherie Fisher, 
Diane Keely, and Walter Henebry along with various 
other residents (submissions welcome) and produced 
by Diane Petersmarck. 


