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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
By Sue Lafferty, SGAA President (1856) 
 
SGAA Officers and Building Coordinators are meeting 
bimonthly to plan future events and consider building 
issues. If there is something you want discussed, please  
let Sue Lafferty or your Building Coordinator know.   
 
Concern Shown for Oscar: As you know, Oscar Huazano 
is on the engineering staff at Sherman Garden 
Apartments. In early November, he suffered a torn ACL 
and bruised bones. He will not be able to work until at 
least a later date in December, when the doctor will re-
evaluate him. Residents started a fundraiser to help him 
financially while he recovers because he has not been 
on the job long enough to have much sick time and did 
not qualify for short-term disability. He has good 
medical insurance but medical co-pays can add up 
quickly. The link is: https://www.gofundme.com/help-
oscar-while-he-recovers. As of November 25, we have 
raised more than $2,000 for Oscar. 
 
Future Events: We are working to let you know dates 
well in advance so you can mark your calendars. 
December 2018 – Holiday party postponed until January 
or February after 1860 plumbing work finished. Supplies 
are being stored in the party room right now. We’ll let 
you know the new date.  
February 20, 2019 – We hope to have a speaker from 
the Levy Center. More info later.  
March 20, 2019 – Meet the Candidates and Ask the 
Trustees meeting.  
May 15, 2019 – Judy Fiske speaking about City of 
Evanston issues.  
 

### 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
This is a busy time of year, 
both personally and on the 
property. We hope everyone 
enjoyed their Thanksgiving 
celebrations and are looking 
forward to a lovely winter 
holiday season in December. 

 
The riser replacement project in 1860 is nearing a 
completion date. At times, it’s been a bumpy road, but 
the work is good and the end result will be what we 
were aiming for. 
 
The back stairway of 1862 is complete. The basement 
wall in 1862 and 1864 is in progress and will solve the 
leak problem. 
 
On the horizon is the re-keying of all building front and 
back doors. This has not been done in almost 20 years 
and it is time, as many locks are getting harder and 
harder to open. We will let you know when this project 
will begin. Each unit will be provided with two new 
keys. We are also getting bids to replace the current 
plexiglass door windows with safety glass. 
 
Please be careful of slippery spots in the parking lot 
between cars. The center aisle should not be used at all. 
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
1860 2SE - $129,000 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Agents: Colin Hebson/Chaya Benhiyoun 
Dream Town Realty 
312.242.1000 
MLS# 10113344                  ### 
 
SHERMAN GARDEN PARKING LOT FULL 
By Phil Osborne, Parking Lot Coordinator (1856) 
 
For the first time in many years, our parking lot is full. 
All covered spaces have been assigned. As your parking 
lot coordinator, I will no longer be able to 
accommodate guest or other brief parking requests. (As 
you know, the uncovered spaces are reserved during 



the winter months for snow piles; currently, the 
plumbing company uses uncovered spaces during their 
work hours.) 
 
 With your assistance, we could maintain some 
flexibility in our use of a full lot. If you are going to be 
out of town and not using your assigned parking space 
for a few days or longer, let me know and I will 
coordinate use of briefly unused spots for guests. Call 
me at 847.424.9433. 

### 
 
IMPORTANT WINTER CAUTIONS FOR THE 
PARKING LOT! 
By Phil Osborne, Parking Lot Coordinator (1856) 
 
Winter storms could be upon us any day now! If you 
experience ice buildup anywhere, please exercise 
caution. But please be extra cautious while getting into 
and out of your car in the parking lot. Water on the 
parking surface runs from the front of our cars to the 
paving stones, which sometimes causes a thin glaze of 
ice to be present where you place your feet. 
 
In addition, do not use the concrete aisle between the 
two center rows of cars for walking! This is not a 
wintertime walkway; it becomes treacherous when the 
snow melt coming off the two center roofs refreezes. 
This is very important. Some of our residents, 
unfortunately, learned this the hard way in past 
winters. 
 
As in the past, if snow needs to be moved and piled, it 
will be put in the area with uncovered parking spaces. 
 

### 
 

FIRST WARD MEETING DEC. 4, 7:00 PM 
By Sarah Vanderwicken (1864) 
 
Alderman Judy Fiske’s next meeting with First Ward 
residents will be held on Tuesday, December 4 from 
7:00 to 9:00 pm at the Evanston Public Library,  
1703 Orrington. 
 
Agenda items include: 
Welcome/Announcements 
Downtown Evanston Report & Holiday Presentation 
Featured Speaker: Dave Davis, Northwestern University 
City Manager's Report & Discussion 
Police Department Report 
Q&A 

### 

LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES! 
By Joan Taylor (1860) 
 
At their last meeting, our Association Officers and 
Building Coordinators decided to plan a local outing 
once a month, especially during these winter months. 
Our first outing will be to see “Mary, Queen of Scots” at 
our local theater on Saturday, December 15. This is a 
2018 historical film based on the biography, True Life of 
Mary Stuart by John Guy. We’ll go to the first show – 
the time will be posted when it becomes available. 
Anyone who chooses to can stop for coffee or a bite to 
eat afterwards. Please let me know if you are interested 
– taylorjrs@gmail.com or 847.328.2628. 

### 
 
WALT’S D-DAY JOURNEY 
By Walt Henebry (1866) 
  
I recently had the privilege of going on a nine-day 
European WWII tour. The tour started on the beaches 
of Normandy and ended at Hitler's mountain retreat, 
the Eagle’s Nest in the Bavarian Mountains of Germany. 
For this article I am just concentrating on the three days 
I spent in Normandy. 
  
The name of the tour group was Beyond Band of 
Brothers WWII nine-day bucket list tour. I landed in 
Paris after a nine-hour flight and met the tour group in 
the parking lot of the Charles de Gaulle airport. Forty-
five of us were herded into a comfortable air-
conditioned bus for a four-hour ride to the town of 
Caen. After checking into a small comfortable hotel, we 
were on our own until the next morning. Wired and 
restless from my transatlantic flight, I grabbed a hotel 

card from the front desk, in 
case I got lost, and lit out for a 
wandering adventure. 
  
Caen is a medieval city and 
the first place I stumbled upon 
was the Abbey of Sainte-
Trinite. Matilda of France is 
laid to rest in the abbey's 
floor. She was William of 
Normandy's wife. Her official 
title was Duchess of 
Normandy and later Queen of 
England when William 
conquered the country in 
1066.  



From there I headed across town up hills and 
winding streets and behold the Chateau de Caen Castle 
came into view. Built in 1060 on a hill overlooking the 
town, it is one of Europe's largest castles and home to 
William of Normandy. It’s a fortress with spacious 
grounds and panoramic views. There is also a nice cafe 
where you can sip wine or a latte and recoup from the 
long climb. 
  
The next morning, Sunday, after a hotel breakfast of 
croissants, cheese, and fruit, we headed to the beaches 
to learn about the D-Day landings. You may already 
know, but here is a quick overview of who was in charge 
of the invasion and how it unfolded: Supreme 
Commander General Dwight D. Eisenhower and the 
Commander in Chief of land forces, General B. L. 
Montgomery. There were 156,000 troops (73,000 US 
Army and 83,000 British and Canadian forces) that took 
part in the battle with 11,000 aircraft and 5,700 Navy 
vessels. 
  
There were five phases of the battle. Phase 1 consisted 
of the airborne drop at midnight before the invasion – 
13,000 Americans and 8,000 British paratroopers 
landed behind enemy lines. There were 2,499 
casualties. Phase 2 is titled the Art of Deceit at the 
region of Pas de Calaise. In phase 3 the aerial attack 
began shortly after midnight. Thousands of planes 
began bombarding German defenses. Unfortunately, a 
lot of those bombs landed on nearby villages. In phase 
4, the naval bombardment started at 5:30 am and in 
phase 5 shortly after the invasion began.  
  
At 6:30 am, the American troops under Lt. Gen. Omar 
Bradley landed 23,250 troops at Utah beach where they 
suffered 589 casualties; 34,250 troops landed at Omaha 
Beach and took 3,686 casualties. At 7:30 am, British 
forces under the command of Lt. Gen. M. Dempsey 
landed at the following beaches: Gold Beach 25,000 

troops, 1,023 causalities; Juno Beach 21,400 troops, 
1,242 causalities; and Sword Beach 28,845 troops; 1,304 
causalities. 
  
On that Sunday morning when we arrived, it was 
peaceful and not a cloud in the sky. The first thing we 
did was to explore the German batteries. Huge cement 
casings that housed various artillery guns of all sizes 
along with machine gun emplacements were 
strategically placed – all part of Rommel's Atlantic wall 
defense. That stretched for miles. You can walk behind 
and into some of these cement encasements and peer 
out of the narrow slits and imagine what the Germans 
were seeing on the morning horizon that fateful day. 
  
Next up was the town of Arromanches-Les Bains. It’s 
now a tourist town sandwiched between Omaha Beach 
and Gold Beach, filled with tourist shops and 
restaurants. If you go to Normandy and are limited in 
time but want to understand what took place here, I 
would suggest going to this town, mainly because of the 
360-degree Cinema Circulaire. It is a 30-minute film 
about the invasion. There is no narration. It is footage of 
Eisenhower moving amongst the troops before the 
invasion, along with Hitler ranting and raving, maps of 
Nazi domination of Europe, and the sounds of artillery 
from ships once the battle began. The imagery of young 
brave faces and the unleashing of all this power is very 
overwhelming. From there you can explore one or two 
beaches, even sign up for a two-hour tour.   

  
In the afternoon we 
explored Pointe Du 
Hoc and the 
American 
Cemetery. Pointe 
du Hoc consists of 
100-foot cliffs that 
overlook the 
English 
Channel. American 
Rangers scaled 
these cliffs as part 
of the 
invasion. Their goal 
was to knock out 
German gun 

placements. There were problems. One of their landing 
crafts was sunk drowning all but one ranger.  The cliffs 
were higher than their ropes could reach.  
Reinforcements landed at the wrong beach. The rangers 
that did manage to scale the cliffs discovered that the 
Germans had removed the guns. A recon force 



discovered five or six guns nearby and destroyed the 
guns’ mechanisms with hand grenades. Eventually the 
Germans counter-attacked and the Rangers were able 
to hold the high ground until reinforcements arrived, 
but at a high cost. After two days only 90 rangers 
survived from the initial force of 225.   
  

More than 9,000 soldiers are buried at the American 
Cemetery, 172 acres located on a bluff overlooking 
Omaha Beach. Ted Roosevelt the third, the president’s 
son, is buried there along with the president’s brother 
Quentin who was killed over France in WW1. Ted, Jr. 
was the eldest son of the President. He directed forces 
at Utah Beach. He was 57 years old and died of a heart 
attack shortly after the invasion.   
“Saving Private Ryan” is a famous movie by Steven 
Spielberg about four brothers, supposedly three of 
whom perished in the war. The order was out to get the 
lone surviving son out of harm’s way. The real story is 
that they were the Niland brothers, four Irish Americans 
from New York State. Two survived the war. Robert was 
a paratrooper with the 82nd airborne, killed holding off 
the enemy while his mates could escape. Preston was 
killed at Utah Beach. Edward survived a Japanese POW 
camp and Frederick survived the war. Robert and 
Preston are buried in the American Cemetery.   
  
The following morning, we visited Utah Beach. In the 
nearby town of St Marie-du-Mont, there is a beautiful 
church and you can get a cup of coffee before heading 
out to the beach.  
 

 
The tide was out and the wind was blowing hard. I had a 
hard time listening to the guide so I just strolled the 
beach sipping my coffee, trying to imagine 23,000 plus 
troops landing and all the chaos that ensued. Teddy 
Roosevelt, Jr., upon landing was informed that he had 
landed at the wrong beach. His reply, " Well, I guess I 
will start the war right here" – bully for you Ted.   
  

In the afternoon we went to St-Mere-Eglise. In the 
village square is a church and from the church tower 
hangs a dumpy replica of the paratrooper who landed 
and got his chute tangled up in the steeple – remember 
Red Buttons hanging helplessly from the tower in the 
movie “The Longest Day”? In the real story, the 
paratrooper was killed. There is a great Airborne 
Museum there with very good audio presentations 
which will quicken your visit.   
  
We departed the next day for Belgium with thoughts 
about the sites of Normandy, the scale of the invasion, 
the massive manpower, all the supplies that were 
moved, the construction of man-made harbors with 
remnants still visible 1,000 yards offshore, the tide 
changes that contributed to drownings, the untold 
stories of courage ad infinitum.  



 
I contemplated the statue of the Holy Mother that looks 
out to the sea above the town of Arromanches and 
came away with the impression that, even for the non-
religious, she represents an element of hope and faith 
in the goodness of mankind. 
 

### 
 
BOOKS & BREAKFAST PROGRAM IN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
The name seems simple and descriptive enough but the 
program is more than the name implies. Books and 
Breakfast offers a nutritious meal and tutoring to 
struggling Evanston elementary students each morning.  
 
Begun in the 1990s at Dewey Elementary (where 
Sherman Gardens kids go!), Books and Breakfast sought 
to fill a gap for some students by offering breakfast and 
homework support before each school day. Today, 
volunteers include parents, Northwestern students, and 
other members of the community (including some of 
our Sherman Gardens neighbors). The adults strive to 
make the atmosphere warm and welcoming so that 
students feel nurtured and cared for. Building 
relationships between individual students and caring 
adults is a hallmark of the program, as is the daily focus 
on academic growth and support. Once breakfast and 
homework are done, students get some time to play 
games before the school day begins.  
 

Books and Breakfast was entirely volunteer-run for 20 
years. In 2012, the program was short of volunteers and 
a core group of dedicated people decided to evolve it 
into a not-for-profit community organization. Books and 
Breakfast now serves three Evanston elementary 
schools – Dewey, Kingsley, and Lincolnwood – and is 
always looking for volunteers. Students are referred to 
the program by teachers, social workers, and other 
school support staff. You can find more information at 
https://www.booksbreakfast.org/volunteer/. 
 

 
Photo from Books and Breakfast website 

 
### 

 
DANIELA KOVACIC - THIS SHOW WE ARE IN 
By Diane Petersmarck (1860) 
 
1100 Florence Gallery is a lovely small art space in West 
Evanston on the site of a former Polish meat shop 
remembered by many who grew up in the 
neighborhood. Daniela Kovacic and her 
sculptor/teacher husband Sam Detch live in 1864 1NW. 
Daniela's one-artist show brightened up this gallery last 
month. 
 

 
Photograph of Daniela Kovacic in her painting studio by Joerg 
Metzner w Picturing Evanston 
 



Her paintings in This show we are in are realistic 
depictions of women dressing. Daniela expresses her 
meanings both through her painting, which is 
exquisitely detailed and verbally with her artist 
statement below. 
 
Daniela’s Artist Statement:  
Clothing plays a relevant role in human history. It can 
suppose a social status, a quest of identity, an aesthetic 
or protective function, etc.  Clothing can affect the 
judgments of how others see you and can influence 
people’s insertion in society. In This show we are in, I 
display the act of getting dressed in a continuous group 
of repetitive images within indoor settings. 
 

This body of work also 
alludes to an 
interruption of a subtle 
intimacy through the 
relation between the 
viewer and the 
depiction of women, in 
the middle of the 
everyday ritual of 
dressing up. This 
intimacy interruption 
relates, at the same 
time, with the common 

and yearned process by the artist of exhibiting his/her 
works of art, which usually have been created in 
seclusion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can see photos of 
the works of art in this 
exhibit at: 

https://www.1100florence.com/photos-1/#/the-show-
we-are-in-works-by/ 
 
Daniela is one of 10 finalists for the Bennett Prize 2019, 
click here to learn more. 
 

### 

DIANE PETERSMARCK GRADUATES FROM 
EVANSTON’S CITIZEN FIRE ACADEMY 
By Diane Keely (1856) 
 
Diane Petersmarck was one of 16 graduates of the 
Evanston Fire Department’s 2018 Citizen Fire Academy 
honored at a graduation ceremony on November 1.  She 
tells of some impressive experiences shared with other 
program participants, like breaking down a door, 
tearing a car apart, climbing up a ladder to the 3rd floor 
roof of a building and participating in a live fire training 
exercise in full firefighter gear wearing a SCBA (self 
contained breathing apparatus).  As a graduate, she is 
now entitled to (and is excited about) a ride-along with 
fire fighters – and she’s chosen Station 1 on Emerson 
that serves SGA.  In 2016, Diane graduated from the 
Evanston Police Citizen Academy.   
 

### 
 
THANK YOU, REBECCA 
From Newsletter Staff 
 
Rebecca Shereikis, Dan Gill, and daughter Anya (1856) 
are moving soon from SGA to a new, more spacious 
home in Evanston. The newsletter staff wishes the 
family every happiness in the future and expresses 
sincere thanks to Rebecca for the interesting and well-
written resident interviews that she’s contributed to the 
newsletter.                             

### 
 

 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
SGA DIRECTORY  
At the end of December, Emergency Contact sheets will 
be distributed to update the SGA Directory for 2019. 
Please promptly complete the form and pass it on to 
your Building Coordinator. Producing the Directory is a 
big job and your cooperation is both needed and 
appreciated.  
 
Please Note: The Directory is used by SGA residents only 
and is not given or sold to anyone outside of the 
complex so there should be no concerns about the 
security of your information.  
 
 



HOLIDAY GIFTS  
Make sure you don’t forget to tip your newspaper 
delivery person, whether you get the Evanston Review 
once a week or get a daily paper. He is here reliably 
throughout the year in every type of weather and 
should not be overlooked.  
 
Think about your year and who helped you out or did 
something special for you or just greeted you by name 
each time you met. When someone takes the time, it is 
special. Don’t forget to acknowledge them. And our 
maintenance staff.  
 
PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY SPENDING  
The best way to begin is with a pen and paper – 
knowing your needs is the start. Listing the people you 
plan to remember and gift suggestions/ideas can help 
you save money. Think about items that you can use 
your time and talent to create. Perhaps instead of 
purchasing something, plan a lunch date or movie with 
your friend or relative, buy some books to read to your 
younger ones and make it an event for them to look 
forward to. Spending time well with someone 
outweighs spending money. Keep track of how much 
you are spending, whether you get points with your 
purchase, and which card has the lowest interest rate. It 
all goes towards making your purchases more 
affordable.    
 
THINGS TO SEE  
Mary and Leigh Block Museum of Art, Northwestern 
University, 40 Arts Circle Drive, Evanston, 847.491.4000, 
www.blockmuseum.northwestern.edu.  
Kohl Children’s Museum. 2100 Patriot Boulevard, 
Glenview, 847.832.6600, kohlchildrensmuseum.org.  
 
EATS  
Kilwyns is now open and has many treats, including hot 
chocolate. I tried the peanut brittle. It is expensive but 
very, very good. I will try it again but try to consume it 
slower next time.  
Collectivo Coffee is open and serves various foods 
throughout the day along with a selection of coffees. 
They also plan to serve beer.  
If you need some coffee, tea, or a special drink, 
remember that Symphony has a Starbucks location. It is 
open from 9:00 to 4:30 and is just a short walk from 
here.  
 
BARGAINS  
December is the best time to buy major appliances, 
cookware, small electronics, toys, and TVs. Wait for 
January for clothing purchases.  
 

THE ALLEY IN WINTER 
When heading to or from our parking lot, take 
advantage of the HUD’s shoveled sidewalk to get back 
and forth safety. When you are headed to the el, 
consider crossing the street, going past the construction 
site and walking through the NU parking lot. They do 
plow their lot and there’s less snow and ice underfoot.  
 
PARKING LOT  
Please be extra cautious while getting in and out of your 
car in the parking lot. Water on the parking surface may 
get icy. In addition, please do not use the concrete aisle 
between the two center rows of cars for walking. This is 
not a wintertime walkway; it becomes treacherous 
when snow melt coming off the two center roofs 
refreezes. 

### 
 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2021 
 
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1856 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus, Diane Keely 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Kate Poole, Pat Rolfs 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written 
by Jeanie Henry, and Roving Reporters Cherie Fisher, 
Diane Keely, and Walter Henebry along with various 
other residents (submissions welcome) and produced 
by Diane Petersmarck. 


