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Man, I wish I lived there..........wait I Do! I Do Live there! 

Caption by Don Colley (1862), Photo by Sue Lafferty (1856) 
 

 
ASSOCIATION NEWS 
By Sue Lafferty (1856), SGAA President 
 
Thank you to the Trustees for arranging for new glass 
front-door windows – they look great.  We appreciate 
too the new keys for our lobby entrances (now being 
distributed to residents) and the upcoming installation 
of new front-door locks on Monday, February 11th, 
which will increase security for our buildings. 

 
FUTURE EVENTS 
Sunday, February 17 – 2:00-4:00 pm. Winter Party! The 
plumbing in 1860 is finally done! We can get together 
and socialize and share hope that we’re nearing the end 
of winter. The Association will provide drinks and paper 
goods. Bring an appetizer, salad, entrée, or dessert to 
share with your neighbors. We can always use help 
setting up if you can join us at 1:30 and/or help with 
clearing up after the party. 
Wednesday, February 20 – 7:30 pm. Association 
Meeting. Our speaker from the Levy Center, Tim Carter, 
will tell us about the services they offer. Our second 
speaker is Lisa Noble (1856), who will speak about 
energy conservation and what we can do to save money 
here. Lisa has been trained by ComEd to be an Energy 
Force Ambassador for Special Olympics. Hats off to Lisa 
for taking the training. Her first presentation is at Navy 
Pier! 
Wednesday, March 20 – Meet the Candidates and Ask 
the Trustees meeting. 
Wednesday, May 15 – Judy Fiske speaking about City of 
Evanston issues. 
 
TRUSTEE ELECTION IN MAY 
In the spring, there will be an SGA election as two 
Trustees’ terms in office are ending. While this doesn’t 
mean that either or both these Trustees will or will not 
run for re-election, the current terms of John Coughlin 
and Keith Johnson will end on May 1, 2019 when the 
votes of certificate holders will, as usual, be counted. To 
apply for a three-year Trustee position, you must be a 
resident and own a “certificate of beneficial interest.” 
We ask and invite candidates who are interested in 
running for a Trustee position to call SGAA’s President 
Sue Lafferty at 847.475.8625. As a Trustee, you will 
have a great opportunity to serve your SGA community 
and have a major voice in decisions here at Sherman 
Gardens!  
 
SHERMAN GARDEN COMMUNITY – OUR FACEBOOK 
GROUP 
There are currently 42 members, and you are welcome 
if you live here. This is a closed group, which means that 
you must be a member to see the posts. Go to Sherman 
Garden Community and request to become a friend. 
This is an opportunity to know more about your 



neighbors and topics of mutual interest. Some postings 
include open invitations to attend movies, concerts or 
other events. The more we use the group, the more 
helpful it is. 
 
WE WELCOME NEW OWNERS    
1856 3SE 
Zach Sorensen-Nielsen     
312.402.2650; zachsorensennielsen@gmail.com 
Eugenia Bouboudakis   
832.530.9916; eugeniazoe@hotmail.com 
 

### 

 
FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 

THANKS TO OUR STAFF 
There has been a LOT of snow 
in January and we want to 
thank our staff for all the 
overtime, late night and early 

morning hours they have spent cleaning the sidewalks. 
We thank them also for the help with the advice in 
advance of the deep freeze and assistance with 
preparations.  
 

Diane wishes to extend a huge THANK YOU to Rafael for 
his help with the plumbing riser project – so many 
questions were answered, so much communication 
assistance when she didn’t even know the right 
questions to ask, to say nothing of the long hours after 
his shift was over. All of us in 1860 owe him gratitude 
for being the guidance behind the project. 
 

LOCKS AND NEW KEYS 
The locks in the front and back doors of all Sherman 
Gardens buildings will be replaced on Monday, February 
11th, beginning at 9 am.  If you have not already 
received your new keys, please contact your Building 
Coordinator.  Notices will be placed downstairs in all 
lobbies as well.  
 

AND SPEAKING OF DOORS 
The new windows in our doors are safety glass and can 
be cleaned properly, unlike the old plexiglass windows. 
The screw holes on the inside where they took the 
frame off for installation will be filled and painted this 
spring after it gets warmer, as paint tends to not set 
well in the cold. 

1860 PLUMBING RISER PROJECT IS COMPLETE 
It took a while and we ran into some architectural 
challenges such as pipes buried in unreachable places 
and one major flood caused by a rust-clogged waste 
pipe, but it is now complete. 
 

STAFF HOURS ARE 7:00 am–3:30 pm 
Rafael and Oscar check the black mailboxes when they 
are in the buildings – at least once per day. They check 
the answering machine for messages often, as both are 
frequently out of the boiler room, working on the 
grounds or in one of the buildings.  
 

After-hours calls to the boiler room must be for 
emergencies only. For all other issues, please wait until 
Rafael’s regular workings hours. HHS&G Homeowner 
Services have an answering service in case of an 
emergency when Rafael is not available. Please 
remember that non-emergency requests, such as 
lockouts or battery replacements for example, will be 
fined. 
 

RENOVATION REMINDER 
Please submit (or have your contractor submit) plans 
for any renovations to your unit to Homeowner Services 
at HHS&G. These plans have to be approved by our 
Property Manager, Gregg Rithmiller, and by the 
Trustees. We comply with the City of Evanston building 
codes and require City permits as needed. We also 
require a certificate of insurance from your contractor 
listing SGAT as additional insured. 
 

UNITS FOR SALE 
1864 3SW - $77,500 
2BR/1B 
Listing Agents: Danny Carr / Erik Gimbel 
Century 21 Affiliated 
847.780.4152 
MLS# 10140574 
 

1866 1NE - $79,900 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Listing Agent: Linda Hoffmann 
@Properties 
847.763.0200 
MLS# 10150980 
 

### 



IMPORTANT WINTER CAUTIONS FOR THE 
PARKING LOT! 
By Phil Osborne, Parking Lot Coordinator (1856) 
 
Winter storms could be upon us any day now! If you 
experience ice buildup anywhere, please exercise 
caution. But please be extra cautious while getting into 
and out of your car in the parking lot. Water on the 
parking surface runs from the front of our cars to the 
paving stones, which sometimes causes a thin glaze of 
ice to be present where you place your feet. 
 
In addition, do not use the concrete aisle between the 
two center rows of cars for walking! This is not a 
wintertime walkway; it becomes treacherous when the 
snow melt coming off the two center roofs refreezes. 
This is very important. Some of our residents, 
unfortunately, learned this the hard way in past 
winters. 
 
As in the past, if snow needs to be moved and piled, it 
will be put in the area with uncovered parking spaces. 
 

### 
 
CITY EXTENDED A HELPING HAND TO 
FURLOUGHED FEDERAL WORKERS 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
The recently ended federal government shutdown may 
have been called “partial” in the news, but it felt 
complete to many employees of federal agencies. Over 
400,000 people across the US (including me) were told 
to stay home and not do any work for 35 days – while 
also not getting paid. The US Forest Service office where 
I work had a sign on the door during that time saying 
that it was closed due to the lapse in government 
funding. We were not allowed to go to the office, check 
email, attend meetings as “civilians,” or honor our work 
commitments, even when project deadlines loomed 
and passed. 
 
Now that the government has reopened, all federal 
employees will get paid for the lost work time but the 
month without a paycheck put a strain on many 
families. About three weeks into the shutdown, City of 
Evanston officials announced that furloughed federal 
workers could qualify for the City’s Emergency 
Assistance program which is normally available to 
people facing situations like the sudden loss of housing 
due to a fire. The City designated an ombudsperson to 
help federal employees connect with support services, 

if needed. There were also offers of free meals from a 
local restaurant and special outreach from food pantries 
and soup kitchens. 
 
At an Evanston City Council meeting, there was 
discussion of how the shutdown might affect local 
residents who rely on federal programs for financial 
help with purchasing food or paying for housing. People 
also expressed concern about the financial ripple effects 
on local businesses if federal workers had to cut back on 
spending to get through the furlough period. A 
Congressional Budget Office report released on January 
28 estimated that the shutdown cost the US economy 
about $11 billion in economic activity. About $3 billion 
of this is expected to be lost permanently because of 
money that was not spent by federal employees while 
the remaining $8 billion is expected to be returned to 
the economy once federal workers receive back pay. 
 
Going forward, the continuing resolution passed by 
Congress and signed by the President restores federal 
funding for only three weeks so another furlough may 
be coming. 

### 
 
 
 
 
By Mary Jo Huck (1856) 
 

Though the holidays are past, there’s a feast at the 
theatres! Delectable entrees like Mary Poppins, Vice 
and Roma. (Warning: should the weather be getting you 
down, Vice will not lift you up, but it’s an important flick 
about our political heritage!) 
 
MARY POPPINS RETURNS 
I planned to bypass the movie, Mary Poppins Returns, 
thinking this one was a repeat of the former, and no 
one could match those stars. I got talked into it and 
loved every minute: my eyes, my imagination never 
wandered... once the previews were over. Emily Blunt 
and Lin-Manuel Miranda are convincing and their every 
move arresting as the leads. As you may know, the 
storyline focuses on the children of the original film who 
are now grown. The son is living in the family home, has 
kids of his own (he is an artist turned banker) not only in 
need of cash but a nanny. 
 
There is the familiar magic as Mary Poppins descends 
through the sky in a kite-flying scene with the children. 
Umbrella raised and satchel at her side, she is never at a 
loss. Emily Blunt is a terse, disciplined and oh-so-clever 



Mary. She gets the children in line and the house in 
order but doesn’t solve the central challenge that 
threatens financial ruin and loss of their home. None of 
the songs are repeats though I hoped for a few. I was 
quite satisfied with these new numbers and entranced 
by the choreography with Lin-Manuel as Bert, the 
lamplighter, especially in a scene with others like him 
dancing around lampposts and singing. 
 
You will welcome Bert’s love interest: he’s so real while 
Mary is not — she travels in the sky after all — but we 
firmly believe in her. This is a time we need magic, 
goodness more than villainy... and the cheery wardrobe 
of Mary Poppin’s shoes! 
 
VICE 
The stars of Vice truly become Dick and Lynn Cheney 
and one forgets this is a film. We learn about the 
Cheneys’ lives as young adults: her moxi and his lack of 
it. But he transforms with her help and becomes a 
dedicated Republican; he and Lynn are both 
conservatives. The focus becomes his service to the 
country, especially as George H. W. Bush’s VP. Much of 
his role in those eight years we are familiar with, 
including the Iraq War and later Halliburton. There are 
inclusions of real-life footage which add weight to the 
narrative. 
 
Cheney, we learn, was devoted to his daughters and his 
wife. We glimpse his embrace of the younger daughter 
with her lesbianism and the older daughter as she 
enters politics. With his own start, you will recognize 
Donald Rumsfeld, his mentor, and other political 
figures. Cheney is nurtured with becoming astute at 
spotting political advantage and exploiting it. Facts here 
are sometimes skewed, but you will find true 
connections to present political realities. 
 
ROMA 
Roma is the powerful personal memoir of Director 
Alfonso Cuarón who once lived in Mexico City with his 
siblings in a disordered, rambunctious middle-class 
household. The focus of his film is Cleo, a young woman 
from Oaxaca who is the housekeeper and treasured by 
the children for her warmth and attentiveness. The 
interactions with her are an endearing piece of the film. 
 
There are echoes of a colonialist past as Cleo — from 
Oaxaca — speaks both in Spanish and Mixtec to her 
friend and worker, both so poor compared to the 
families they serve. Though the scenes are often 
domestic, there is little dialogue and the pace is slow, 
reflecting the daily rhythm of the family. Filmed in black 

and white with subtitles, the camera can often be so 
close we experience the intimacy but don’t grasp the 
interactions. Yet we remain curious. 
 
The film is marked by an increase of tension 
domestically and with the surrounding street life 
(including the city’s growing unrest). Cleo is part of both 
worlds; gradually she and the family navigate the 
father’s absence and ultimately establish a new way 
forward for her and for the mother.  
 
I enjoyed Roma but my friend didn’t! Perhaps it is for 
those who value the artistic side of film-making but 
please note: Roma received 10 Oscar nominations. 
 

### 
 

NEW DVD EXCHANGE IN 1860 
By Allen Feuerstein (1860) 
 
Building 1860 is setting up a DVD exchange in their 
basement. DVD movies will be placed on a shelf by 
the book exchange. It is hoped that other residents in 
building 1860 will donate DVD movies that they are 
done watching. Participants are to take one movie to 
watch and return it when finished. If anyone has movies 
they would like to donate, just place them on the movie 
exchange shelf. For further explanation or info, contact 
Allen Feuerstein at 847.682.8039 or email 
Tidbitsfunfood@aol.com. 
 
Perhaps other buildings would like to set up a similar 
exchange… 
 

### 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Question: When opening the parking lot gates, what do 
you do If you make a mistake entering the code? 

Answer: You push the * button and enter the correct 
numbers.  

### 

 
 
 



 
 
A VALENTINE 
DESSERT RECIPE 
By Mary Jo Huck (1856) 
 
 
 

 

CHOCOLATE-ORANGE PUDDING 
Equipment: 
A 2-qt. saucepan 
Vegetable peeler 
Large spoon or wire whisk 
Tablespoon for measuring 
Teaspoon for measuring 
1/3 cup measurer 
 
Ingredients: 
2 cups low-fat milk 
1 orange 
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
1/3 cup sugar 
3 Tablespoon cornstarch 
1 Teaspoon vanilla extract 
 
Put milk in saucepan and add peelings from the orange 
using your metal peeler. Use a medium heat and when 
small bubbles appear around the pan edges, remove 
from heat and cover. (DO NOT BOIL milk!) Let stand 30 
minutes. Strain milk mixture into a bowl; discard orange 
peelings. 
 
In the same pan, mix cocoa powder, sugar and 
cornstarch. OVER MEDIUM HEAT gradually whisk in the 
milk mixture, stirring constantly, until the mixture boils. 
Remove from heat but continue stirring to break up any 
small lumps. Let cool slightly and stir in vanilla. At the 
end, I added the juice of half an orange (at least ½ cup) 
to thin the pudding and add that flavor. Pour into 4 
individual dessert dishes; refrigerate for 3 hours.  
(Did I mention this dessert is low-calorie?) 
 
Ed: We’d like to hear from you! If you make this recipe 
and want to share results, please contact Mary Jo. And 
if you have a recipe to share, please email it to Mary Jo  
(m.huck@att.net) or submit it in writing. 
 

###  
 

 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
SGA DIRECTORY 
The 2019 Directory should be ready for distribution 
shortly. It is a huge project requiring a lot of work by the 
Building Coordinators and me (Jeanie Henry). Each year 
we re-contact residents for their Emergency Contact 
(EC) sheets. Residents are required to submit this form 
once a year and the EC sheets are very important to the 
complex.  
 
Residents’ contact information (names, unit, phone, e-
address) is printed in the annual Directory. The 
Directory is available to SGA residents only and is not 
given or sold to anyone outside of the complex. They 
are available for $3 – just call me to order one. 
ECs are very important to residents for other reasons – 
contact information for loved ones or designated 
sources is critical in times of emergency. In case of an 
emergency (such as hospitalization, a fire, break-in or 
water damage) when you are not available due to 
travel, illness, or other reason, Trustees will know who 
to contact. Some residents list their Medical Power of 
Attorney or their attorney information on this form.   
 
DOORS 
The inside lobby-door glass has been replaced in all 
buildings. This is not really the proper place for an 
individual resident’s notice – use the 2nd class bulletin 
board. But if necessary to post on the door, please, 
please, use ONLY masking tape. These windows help 
keep our buildings looking good. 
 
The Building Coordinators are in the process of 
distributing new keys to all residents due to the re-
keying of all entrance doors. Once that has been 
completed, the locksmith will come and make the 
change.  
 
This is a perfect time to sort through your keys and see 
what you have. I ended up finding an extra key that will 
come in handy and also found a “mystery” key that I 
need to figure out. 
 
SENIOR EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS 
All first time and renewing applicants, 65 years or older, 
need to get their forms into the County Assessor by 
February 6. If you haven’t done it yet, do so now. It’s a 
very good idea to deliver your forms to Mitzi Gibbs in 
the Civic Center. She will review your forms and have 



them hand-delivered daily to the Assessor’s Office. On a 
personal note, Mitzi is really on the ball on this and has 
helped me and other residents who have had problems. 
 
GIFT CARDS 
I love gift cards and use them throughout the year. It is 
nice to go into a restaurant or coffee shop and present 
your gift card. It seems like more of a treat when cash 
doesn’t leave your pocket. I use them as gifts to friends 
and relatives, especially when I am at a loss as to what 
to get someone. Just note the card’s expiration date 
and be sure to use them while valid; remind your 
recipient about expiration dates or monthly fees. 
I mention gift cards here because they are very 
prominent in scams of all kinds. Scammers use them to 
avoid a paper trail. Unlike a check or charge, with gift 
cards there is no way to get your money back. 
Skeptical? A recent newspaper article reported about a 
scammer, supposed to be an attorney, who wanted 
Home Depot gift cards. Really!! A reputable attorney or 
business doesn’t deal in gift cards, they want to do 
business with checks or credit cards. 
 
BUTTON CELL BATTERIES 
A great money-saving item is the generic cell battery 
cards sold at Ace and other places. These are the button 
batteries used in small clocks and timers. I recently 
bought a card of 30 batteries for under $5. You may not 
use all of the sizes but you will save money over buying 
individual batteries. 
 
SOMETHING NEW TO TRY 
I recently ran across Robert Rothschild Preserves, dips 
and spreads. They come in a huge variety of flavors, like 
Hot Pepper Peach or Onion Blossom Horseradish. They 
are wonderful on sandwiches and meats, adding 
tremendously to the flavor. I especially like to add a bit 
when serving pork roast.  
 
THINGS TO SEE 
Donald E Stephens Museum of Hummels, 9513 Higgins 
Road, Rosemont, 847.692.4000,  
www.rosemont.com/community/museum-of-hummels. 
 
EATS 
By the time you read this, Frida’s, 618 Church Street, 
will be open for breakfast and lunch. They offer eggs, 
American food and some Mexican options. I’ll check 
them out soon. 
 
BARGAINS 
February is the best time to buy TVs and mattresses. 
Mattresses are always marked down for Presidents Day 
sales. 
 

IDEAS TO KEEP YOUR APARTMENT WARM 
By Diane Petersmarck (1860) 
 
Some ideas motivated by the recent polar vortex: 
 
Cover your kitchen fan with a shower cap – it’s 
relatively easy to pull on and off and really blocks the 
cold breeze when the wind is just right. 
 
Buy, make or improvise a draft block if you have patio 
doors. A stiff cold breeze can be felt on the floor (again 
when the wind is right) if you let it. They make special 
movable pads for this (Google “draft blocker”). Or be 
creative and make something that fits the purpose – or 
just bundle a blanket in a roll and lay it down. 
 
Cover your windows. Invest in heavy drapes and keep 
them closed if that’s your preference. Or you can buy 
window kits at most hardware stores that “seal” your 
windows with plastic and a hair dryer. 
 
Cover your air conditioner. Again, you can purchase a 
cover or just tape a garbage bag or heavy fabric up to 
cover the a/c. 

### 
 
 



 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2021 
 
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1856 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus, Diane Keely 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Kate Poole, Pat Rolfs 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written 
by Jeanie Henry, and Roving Reporters Cherie Fisher, 
Diane Keely, Jack Stern, Mary Jo Huck and Walter 
Henebry along with various other residents. 
Submissions are welcome. Produced by Diane 
Petersmarck. 

 
 
 

 

 
Olivia Fisher (1864) with her snowman creation named 
Olafrost (part Olaf [Disney] and part Frosty – I had to have it 
explained so thought you might too). 

Photo by Charles Fisher (1864) 
 

 
It wasn’t long before Olivia was joined by Norman and Henry 
White (1860). 

Photo by Diane Petersmarck (1860) 
 

 
 
 
 


