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The courtyard magic has been created this year by Rafael and Daniel, who worked hard to make our nighttime view merry and 
bright.                                                                                                                                                                                 Photo by Diane Petersmarck
 

 
ASSOCIATION NEWS 
By Sue Lafferty, SGAA President (1856) 
 
This has been a slow month for the Association. We are 
waiting to hear that the plumbing in 1860 is completed 
so we can have a winter party. We need to have the 
contractors remove all their supplies so the space is 
available. 
 
Future Events: We are working to let you know dates 
well in advance so you can mark your calendars. 
January or February 2019 – Winter celebration will be 
scheduled when the party room becomes available. We 
will let you know as soon as possible. 
 
•February 20, 2019 – We hope to have a speaker from 
the Levy Center. More info later. 
 
 

 
•March 20, 2019 – Meet the Candidates and Ask the 
Trustees meeting. 
 
•May 15, 2019 – Judy Fiske speaking about City of 
Evanston issues. 
 
Let Sue Lafferty or your Building Coordinator know if 
there is an issue you would like discussed at our next 
Building Coordinators meeting on January 16. 
 

### 
 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 We hope everyone has been 
enjoying this holiday season and 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
Oscar has been cleared by his 
doctor to return to work on 

January 7th. He wanted us to express his gratitude again 
to everyone who helped him weather this medical and 
financial storm. He is excited to be coming back to 
work! 
 



We’ve had a busy fall in 1860 with the plumbing riser 
project that so many of you have lived through in 
previous years. Precision Plumbers have completed the 
in-unit work except for a few small finishing touches 
and have moved on to the connection work in the 
basement, which may take another couple of weeks, 
plus they will need to complete the clean-up work, we’ll 
get the stairways re-painted and the carpets cleaned. 
 
In response to questions about dogs on our property, 
here's a clarification of our policy:  No dogs are allowed 
in Sherman Gardens.  This prohibition applies to dogs 
accompanying visitors as well as dogs kept by residents 
as pets. 
 
We will have a new neighbor to our west soon. Owners 
of a restaurant named Tuko Cantina 
(https://www.tukocantina.com/) have rented the Las 
Palmas space at 817 University Place and have already 
begun the renovation process. We’re told that this 
includes a new HVAC system so hopefully the rooftop 
noise will be a bad memory and nothing more. They 
have been granted a Class D Liquor License but will not 
have any outdoor seating. Two of your Trustees 
attended a meeting at City Hall and spoke with one of 
the principals informally afterward. He expressed a 
desire to be good neighbors and a positive addition to 
the neighborhood. 
 
If you are interested in our new neighbor to the north, 
they have been publishing an on-line newsletter. 
https://811emerson.com/newsletter/. 
 
 
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
1864 3SW - $78,000 
2BR/1B 
Agents: Danny Carr/Erik Gimbel 
Century 21 Affiliated 
847.780.4152 
MLS# 10140574 
 
1866 1NE - $79,900 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Agent: Linda Hoffmann 
@Properties 
847.763.0200 
MLS# 10150980 
 

### 

SENIOR CITIZEN EXEMPTION 
Important If 65 or Older 
 
The Senior Citizen Exemption provides tax relief by 
reducing the equalized assessed valuation of an eligible 
residence.  The savings is in the form of a deduction on 
the second installment real estate tax bill.   
 
If you are 65 or older, own the property and it is your 
principal residence, you are eligible to apply.  Also, if 
you have moved or plan to move, you may be entitled 
to a prorated Senior Citizen Exemption based on the 
time of occupancy.  If you are in the system already, 
forms will be mailed to you the first week of January.   
 
If you have never applied before, you can obtain forms 
(second week of January) from the Cook County 
Assessor’s website 
(http://cookcountyassessor.com/exemptions.aspx) or 
by going up to see the Tax Assessment Reviewer, Mitzi 
Gibbs, at the Civic Center.  Call first to see if they have 
the forms (847.448.8168) available for pickup. 
 
To apply for a Senior Citizen Exemption, you must 
submit: 
· A Senior Citizen Exemption Application form 
· A closing or settlement statement  (for recent 

purchases only) 
· Copy of a recent property tax bill  (which you can 

get from Heil & Heil – along with Property Index 
Numbers) 

· Copy of proof of age and residency 
· Copy of your Certificate (you receive this when you 

purchased your unit) 
 

Some may also qualify for the SENIOR FREEZE 
PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION which has the additional 
requirement of a total household income of under 
$55,000 per year. 
 
Once you have obtained the forms and the backup 
material and are ready to file them, feel free to take 
them back to Ms. Gibbs.  Her office hand delivers the 
form to the Assessor. 
 

### 
 



LEASING OFFICE FOR 811 EMERSON IS 
OPEN 
By Diane Keely (1856) 
 
As Reporter Bill Smith (Evanston Review 12/6/18) 
reported, the management company for 811 Emerson, 
CA Ventures, has launched a website for the nine-story 
apartment complex going up across the street from 
SGA. A leasing office for “The Link Evanston” is open 
two blocks away at 900 Church Street in the 909 Davis 
office building. Apartments will range from 386 square-
foot studios to 1,051 square-foot three-bedroom units. 
Marketing emphasis is placed on the building’s 
amenities rather than the size of the units. The website 
-- https://www.thelinkevanston.com/evanston/the-link-
evanston/photos/ -- has renderings of the 
development’s amenities and floor plans (but I saw no 
prices). It is described as “nestled in the heart of 
Evanston.” Take a look. 
 

### 
 
INDOOR FARMERS MARKETS  
By Diane Keely (1856) 
 
Evanston has two indoor farmers markets during the 
winter. The indoor market at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, located downtown at 616 Lake St, is open every 
other Saturday, 8:30 am - 1:00 pm (on 1/5 & 1/19 in 
January). The market at the Evanston Ecology Center at 
2024 McCormick Blvd. is open each Saturday, 8:00 am - 
12:00 pm. These indoor markets do warm your heart 
and hopes for spring! 
 
On early morning 12/15, Jack Stern called while going to 
work to tell me his favorite vendor at the summer 
Farmers Market -- Morsels Patisserie -- was at the 
Ecology Center and he’d just filled his refrigerator with 
their goodies. As persuasive as he was at Halloween, he 
told me I definitely should go and once again I took his 
advice. I bought some White Chocolate Peppermint 
Bark and Chocolate Buttercrunch (soft toffee with 
pecan topped with bittersweet chocolate) for a small 
classroom party, which everyone agreed was delicious. 
They thought it was homemade until I disclosed the 
true source. (I also bought some beautiful microgreens, 
perfect for salads, from a different vendor.) 
 
Pastry chef Dawn Cibak trained at the California 
Culinary Academy in San Francisco. In 2007 she 
introduced her flagship item, chocolate fleur de sel 
cookies, at the Corte Madera farmers market in Marin 

County. Four years later she moved to Chicago to be 
closer to family in Wisconsin. While it took about a year 
to get the needed permits, her business grew quickly. 
Today a dessert catering company, the artisanal menu 
now includes cupcakes, cakes, pies, tarts, and other 
“scrumptious treats.” Dawn and her husband Jim have 
been at Evanston’s outdoor summer market for the last 
four years. You can see a great number of Morsels 
Patisserie’s tempting creations at 
www.MorselsPatisserie.com.  
 

 
Dawn and Jim Cibak with happy customers. They will be at 
the Ecology Center once a month from 8 to 12 noon on 
January 19, February 16, March 16, and April 20. 

Photo by Diane Keely 
 

### 
 
IMPORTANT WINTER CAUTIONS FOR THE 
PARKING LOT! 
By Phil Osborne, Parking Lot Coordinator (1856) 
 
Winter storms could be upon us any day now! If you 
experience ice buildup anywhere, please exercise 
caution. But please be extra cautious while getting into 
and out of your car in the parking lot. Water on the 
parking surface runs from the front of our cars to the 
paving stones, which sometimes causes a thin glaze of 
ice to be present where you place your feet. 
 
In addition, do not use the concrete aisle between the 
two center rows of cars for walking! This is not a 
wintertime walkway; it becomes treacherous when the 



snow melt coming off the two center roofs refreezes. 
This is very important. Some of our residents, 
unfortunately, learned this the hard way in past 
winters. 
 
As in the past, if snow needs to be moved and piled, it 
will be put in the area with uncovered parking spaces. 
 

### 
 
HOLIDAY TREE PICKUP DEC 31- FEB 1 
Source: City of Evanston 12/12/2018 11:17 AM 
 

 

City of Evanston crews will pick up holiday trees 
beginning Monday, December 31, 2018 through Friday, 
February 1, 2019. The five-week window provides 
residents with the flexibility to take down their trees 
when it’s convenient. Trees will be picked up on the 
same day of the week as residents’ normal refuse and 
recycling collection. NOTE FOR SGA RESIDENTS: OUR 
NORMAL REFUSE PICKUPS ARE MONDAY AND 
THURSDAY. OUR RECYCLING COLLECTION DAY IS 
FRIDAY. 
 
All trees should be placed on the parkway, in between 
the street and the sidewalk. NOTE FOR SGA RESIDENTS: 
DO NOT PUT TREES ON THE EMERSON LAWN OR IN 
THE ALLEY – THEY HAVE TO BE ON THE PARKWAY ON 
SHERMAN. Trees will not be picked up from alleys or 
private property. Residents are asked to remove all 
lights and decorations from trees, and to not place 
them in plastic bags. These materials can damage 
equipment used to convert trees into mulch. 
 

### 
 

EVANSTON A NATIONAL LEADER ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION 

by Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
On December 3, Evanston’s 
City Council unanimously 
adopted a new Climate Action 
and Resilience Plan (CARP). 

The ambitious plan lays out a 
series of goals and strategies to 

help the City address expected energy-, 
health-, and environment-related challenges over the 
next 30 years. One of CARP’s headline-grabbing goals is 
that Evanston is committed to using 100 percent 
renewable electricity for all properties by 2030 and to 
become carbon neutral by 2050. In order to meet these 
goals, the City and its residents and businesses will need 
to find ways to produce less trash, burn less (or no) 
fossil fuels, and increase trips taken by walking, biking 
or public transportation. 
 
The CARP panel of citizen experts carefully considered 
Evanston’s responsibilities as an environmentally 
progressive and socially conscious community. The plan 
addresses how Evanston can stop producing the waste 
and pollution that are driving climate change while 
providing needed support to residents and businesses 
that will be most strongly affected by a changing 
climate. The plan also addresses cost effectiveness and 
social equity throughout. 
 
The CARP report is divided into sections based on 
measures that will stop contributing to climate change 
(known as climate mitigation) and measures that 
attempt to account for and adjust to the unavoidable 
effects of climate change (known as climate resilience). 
There are additional sections on municipal operations 
and implementation of the overall plan. The city’s eight 
largest employers all submitted letters of commitment 
that express their support for the plan and describe 
climate-related goals and strategies for their own 
operations. 
 
Within each major section, there are focus areas around 
topics like building efficiency, urban canopy and green 
space, and the health impacts of extreme heat. Action 
strategies and goals under building efficiency, for 
example, include updating residential and commercial 
building codes. Under health impacts of extreme heat, 
one recommendation is to establish public cooling 
centers that would be open when needed. Where 
possible, the report lays out specific, measurable 
outcomes and timelines. 



 
CARP was developed by a panel of residents over a one-
year period. In 2017, Mayor Stephen Hagerty asked 
Evanston residents with a particular interest in climate 
change to submit applications to serve on the CARP 
panel. Seventeen people from a wide range of 
backgrounds were chosen. The panel met regularly and 
consulted with technical advisors from various fields to 
decide on the general topic areas for the plan and to 
develop specific goals and action strategies for each 
topic area.  
 
The CARP plan aligns with the City’s past efforts to 
demonstrate leadership on climate action planning and 
environmental issues in general. In 2006, Mayor 
Lorraine Morton signed the U.S. Conference of Mayors' 
Climate Protection Agreement and her successors 
Elizabeth Tisdahl and Stephen Hagerty each elevated 
the City’s commitment to addressing climate change. 
Evanston has been certified and re-certified as a 4-STAR 
sustainable community, served as the World Wildlife 
Fund’s 2015 U.S. Earth Hour capital, signed onto the 
Global Covenant of Mayors, and was a founding 
member of the Mayors National Climate Action Agenda. 
 
The next steps are for city departments to consider and 
recommend specific CARP implementation strategies 
for the coming year and beyond. The overall plan is too 
complex to tackle all at once so one aim is to develop a 
timeline for addressing specific action strategies and 
goals in different focus areas over time. More 
information is available at 
www.cityofevanston.org/government/climate. 

### 
 
CHICAGO’S SNOWFALL COMPARED 
By Diane Keely (1856) 
 
Nerdwallet.com lists Chicago as #93 with 39.5” among 
248 “major” US cities for average annual snowfall. 
Based on data from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, here are the 10 highest-
ranking cities for snowfall:  
316.8 Valdez AK 
260.0 Mt Washington NH 
240.3 Blue Canyon CA 
190.3 Yakutat AK 
149.1 Marquette MI 
119.3 Syracuse NY 
116.7 Sault Ste Marie MI 
115.4 Talkeetna AK 
112.2 Caribou ME 
104.9 Mount Shasta CA 

 
I got interested in this topic because of a Facebook 
posting that ranked Syracuse as #1 for greatest average 
annual snowfall.  (I don’t know the data source.) I grew 
up in the Syracuse area, which (believe me) has lots 
more snow than Chicago but a lot less wind, so it never 
feels as cold. There’s lots of lake-effect snow in western 
and central NYS. Maybe the difference in rankings is 
due to different cities and/or time periods included in 
the average? 
126.3 Syracuse NY 
100.8 Erie PA 
100.5 Rochester NY 
  96.1 Buffalo NY 
  87.6 Boulder CO 

### 
 

 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
SGA DIRECTORY 
At the end of December, Emergency Contact sheets 
were distributed to update the SGA Directory for 2019.  
Please promptly complete the form and pass it on to 
your Building Coordinator.    
 
Again, the Directory is available to SGA residents only 
and is not given or sold to anyone outside of the 
complex so there should be no concerns about the 
security of your information. 
 
HOLIDAY AFTERMATH 
As you are putting away your holiday gifts, consider if 
you have items you no longer need or have more than 
you need.  This is a good time to prepare a bag for 
Goodwill or Salvation Army to assist others who could 
use your help. You can drop off the items the next time 
you are near one of these stores. 
 
LAUNDRY 
· Front loading washers (the big machines*) use less 

water and, therefore, use less detergent.  
Overloading the machine or using too much 
detergent can cause the machine to overflow.  If 
that happens, please clean up your mess. 



· Stick with cold water.  It works well on stains, saves 
energy and is easier on clothes. 

· To get clothes ready for washing:  sort by color 
(whites, lights and dark) and fabric type (separate 
jeans from blouses).  Treat stains.  Close zippers so 
they don’t catch on fabric.  Turn clothes inside out 
which helps prevent colors from fading, reduces 
piling on sweaters and cuts down on overall wear 
and tear. 

· To keep towels soft, stick to smaller loads.  Also 
wash with white vinegar once in a while to remove 
soap residue.   

· If you wash a tissue, be sure to wipe out the 
machine and sweep up the mess.   

· If you have a problem with a machine, write a note 
with the date you contacted service and what the 
problem is so other residents will not lose money 
and then call or email a service request to 
Coinmach. The SGA maintenance staff is not 
responsible for the machines. They only handle 
cleaning the lint from the large* dryer’s filter. 

*Only 1860 and 1862/64 laundry rooms have these 
large machines. 
 
THINGS TO SEE 
Cuneo Mansion and Gardens:  1350 Milwaukee Avenue, 
Vernon Hills, 847.362.3042, 
www.luc.edu/cuneo/mansion 
 

Fox River Trolley Museum:  3652 S. LaFox Street (Route 
31), South Elgin, 847.697.5676, www.foxtrolley.org 
 

Volo Auto Museum: 27582 Volo Vintage Road, Volo, 
815.344.6062, www.volocars.com 
 

Illinois Railway Museum:  7000 Olson Road, Union, 
815.923.4000, www.irm.org 
 

Be sure to call or check the website before visiting so 
you are aware of their hours or any special 
considerations. 
 
EATS 
Frida’s, located across from the Library, is set to open 
soon.  They will serve breakfast and lunch. 
As the new year begins, take some time to visit some of 
the newer restaurants.  You may discover a new 
favorite. 
 

BARGAINS 
Bathroom scales, linens, TVs, winter clothing, treadmills 
and elliptical machines – watch for sales. 
 
PARKING LOT 
Winter storms are upon us so exercise caution when 
walking on all sidewalks and in the parking lot. Please 
be extra cautious while getting in and out of your car. 
Water on the parking surface may get icy. In addition, 
please do not use the concrete aisle between the two 
center rows of cars for walking. This is not a wintertime 
walkway; it becomes treacherous when the snow melt 
coming off the two center roofs refreeze.  

### 
 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2021 
 
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1856 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus, Diane Keely 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Kate Poole, Pat Rolfs 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 

Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 

SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written 
by Jeanie Henry, and Roving Reporters Cherie Fisher, 
Diane Keely, and Walter Henebry along with various 
other residents (submissions welcome) and produced 
by Diane Petersmarck. 


