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JULY 2018 NEWSLETTER 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
The lilies planted by Phil Osborne (1856) along the sidewalk between 
1862 and the patio are vibrant and lovely.    Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 

 
By Sue Lafferty, SGAA President (1856) 
 
JULY 4 PICNIC ON THE PATIO 
This annual holiday picnic started informally three years 
ago –  a small number of people grew “spontaneously” 
to include some 30 fun-loving residents. Now sponsored 
by the SGA Association, this year’s picnic will take place 
from 5:00 to 8:00 pm on Wednesday, July 4. Everyone is 
invited. Drinks and paper goods will be provided. It’s a 
POTLUCK so please bring a dish to share.  
 
We need HELP with setting up before and cleaning up 
after the picnic. Setup will begin at 4:00 pm on the 4th.  
Setting out heavier items like tables and chairs requires 
some sturdy folks. Putting out the tablecloths, paper 
plates and cups, napkins, and decorations is lighter work. 
If you are able, please come a little early and/or stay a 
little late to help.  There will be plenty of time before the 
fireworks begin! 

OUR GARDENS 
We’ve heard lots and lots of compliments on the colorful 
flowers and plants here at Sherman Gardens. You may 
have noticed how hard some of our residents are 
working to create beauty around us. You will soon 
receive a notice about how you can contribute/donate 
to the garden fund to support this wonderful volunteer 
endeavor.  
 
RECYCLING & HOT WATER 
You will also receive a notice that clarifies recycling and 
answers all your questions. Additionally, you will learn 
how to express any concerns you have about hot water 
in your unit after the plumbing update. Jack Stern has 
been working hard to keep us updated on these topics, 
and we appreciate his efforts. 
 

### 
 
We Trustees hope to see you all 
at the 4th of July celebration 
this Wednesday! 
 
811 EMERSON 
There is a new temporary 

crosswalk in place as of Friday because they are doing 
work on the street edge of the property and need to 
close the sidewalk. This temporary crosswalk cost us one 
parking space overall because we regained two on the 
south side of the street. The City of Evanston still needs 
to come out and fix the parking signs. 
  

 



PLUMBING 
We have a signed contract for the plumbing work in 
1860 with Precision Plumbing, LLC of Chicago, IL. They 
submitted the lowest bid and we were very impressed 
by their presentation and their references. The work will 
begin on or about September 4. 1860 residents will be 
getting much more information in the near future. 
  
UNITS FOR SALE   
1860 7SE - $99,000 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Agent: Linda Hoffmann, @Properties 
847.763.0200 
MLS #09920990 

### 
 

JOANIE WILKINS:  HOUSE WHISPERER 
By Rebecca Shereikis (1856)  
 

Empathy, experience, and local 
connections are at the heart of the 
business that Joanie Wilkins (1866) 
runs with her sister, Mary Lou Smith. 
Cleverly named “Smith & Joans 
Shrinking Homes,” their business 
helps people with the process of 
downsizing that frequently 
accompanies major life transitions. 

 
As an eighth-generation Evanstonian and descendent of 
Skokie’s first settler (see “Generations Ago in Skokie,” 
written by Joanie about her family in the October 2012 
issue of the SGA Newsletter), Joanie’s local roots run 
deep. She grew up in Evanston and eventually married a 
Northwestern graduate student. The couple had three 
sons while living in Michigan and Oklahoma. After a 
divorce, Joanie decided it was time to move back to 
Evanston and to the support of her extended family. She 
worked many jobs while raising her three sons, including 
a 15-year stint in a downtown law firm. 
 
One day, at a real estate open house, a woman told 
Joanie she despaired of ever selling her elderly mother’s 
home because it was stuffed with possessions. Joanie 
began listing the various steps she thought the woman 
should take. “Can I hire you?” was the woman’s 
response. After a real estate agent friend confirmed a 
real need for such services, the idea for Smith & Joans 
Shrinking Homes was born. Joanie joined forces with her 
sister Mary Lou, a life-long Evanstonian. She operated 
the café at the Central Street Metra station for 25 years 
and has served many civic organizations. The fact that 
Mary Lou knows practically everyone in Evanston has 

helped the business thrive with relatively little 
advertising. 
 
Smith & Joans contracts with clients who need help 
downsizing for a variety of reasons. Most commonly, a 
house must be sold because a parent has passed away or 
is moving to a retirement home. Adult children, says 
Joanie, often find themselves paralyzed by the prospect 
of dealing with all the stuff in the house, especially as 
many belongings come with emotional attachments. 
 
This is where Smith & Joans comes in. The client has a 
chance to take what they want from the house before 
giving the keys to Joanie and her sister, who handle the 
rest. Depending on the quantity and quality of the items, 
they may hold an estate sale. They donate or sell other 
items on consignment, then arrange for haulers to 
remove anything that is left. Finally, the home is 
professionally cleaned. The client receives an inventory 
of every item and its sale price and a tax receipt for all 
donated items. 
 
In most cases, says Joanie, the money generated from 
selling items pays for Smith & Joans’ fee and the client 
still receives money back for the sale of their items. 
Currently, Joanie and her sister have about 28 clients in 
various stages of the process. They employ eight people 
and work closely with a range of local businesses (e.g., 
antique dealers, housecleaners, haulers) and charities. 
 
But the job is not simply about logistics. Having helped 
their parents through life transitions and downsizing, 
Joanie and Mary Lou are well attuned to the emotional 
dimensions of the process. People are deeply attached 
to their possessions, Joanie observes, and sometimes 
quite hurt that their children are not interested in 
inheriting them. She and her sister spend time listening 
to clients, finding out what is important to them, and 
stressing the positive side of the equation. “You’ve had a 
long life with this furniture,” they tell clients. “Now it’s 
time to turn it over to someone else who can enjoy it, or 
who might be in need.” “When people are treated with 
empathy and reassured that their prized possessions are 
going to good homes, the process becomes much less 
painful,” Joanie remarks. You can see why Joanie’s sister 
jokingly refers to them as “house whisperers.” 
 
Through her work, Joanie has become aware of changing 
attitudes towards house and home. When she was 
growing up, she felt like much of life was oriented 
towards “making” a nice home; there was an assumption 
that homes and furniture were an investment to be 
passed from one generation to the next. Today’s young 



people are highly mobile and seeking experiences. The 
IKEA generation is not necessarily eager to inherit lots of 
furniture – especially not heavy, dark wood furniture 
which, Joanie remarks, is usually of better quality. Such 
generational differences make her job more challenging. 
However, seeing the relief on her clients’ faces when 
they hand her the house keys makes running this 
business a challenge well worthwhile.  
 
You can learn more about Smith & Joans Shrinking 
Homes here: http://smithandjoans.com 
 

### 
 

 
The end of June and early July are the time for beautiful lilies! These 
orange beauties are planted on the University Place side of 1860, and 
were donated by Elaine Harrison after the death of her husband 
Richard as a memorial.                                    Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 
JULY 7 RECYCLING EVENT AT ETHS 
 

FROM THE CITY’S WEBSITE: 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/departme
nts/public-works/services/trash-recycling-and-yard-
waste-services/evanston-recycles-collection-event 
 
The City of Evanston hosts an annual "Evanston 
Recycles" event held at the Evanston Township High 
School, 1600 Dodge Avenue, each July on a Saturday 
morning. The free “drive up, drop off” event provides 
residents an opportunity to recycle a variety of items 
and securely shred documents. 
 
Residents who bring items to recycle or shred are asked 
to follow the signs and remain in their cars as City staff 
unload the items. Electronics recycling and document 
destruction are open to residents of all Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) 
communities, which includes Evanston. 
 

 
City staff will unload your stuff for you. 
 
The 2018 Evanston Recycles event will take place on 
Saturday, July 7, 9:00 am to noon, at Evanston 
Township High School. 
 
Electronics Recycling 
The following electronic materials will be accepted: 
. Cell phones 
. Computers (PCs and laptops) 
. Computer monitors 
. DVR/Cable boxes 
. DVD and VHS players 
. Fax machines 
. Mice and keyboards 
. MP3 players and PDAs 
. Printers and scanners 
. TVs 
. Video game consoles 
 
Other Items 
Additional items accepted at the event include: 
. Vases (clean, dry and empty) 
. Batteries (vehicle batteries not accepted) 
. Fluorescent light bulbs; small fluorescent bulbs should 
be placed in sealable plastic bags (incandescent light 
bulbs not accepted) 
. Plastic grocery bags and other plastic film 
. Shoes 
. Clothes and textiles 
. American flags, POW flags and Service flags 
. Bicycles and bicycle parts (broken, used bikes and parts 
welcome) 
. Books* 
. Reusable bags 
. Sunglasses 
. Eyeglasses 
. Pop tabs 
. Keys 
. Hearing aids 
*New this year, the Evanston Public Library is 
encouraging community members to bring new and 
gently used books to donate for reuse or recycling. 
 



Medications Disposal 
Residentially generated, unused prescriptions and 
expired over-the-counter drugs will be accepted for 
disposal. Medications considered to be a controlled 
substance will also be accepted. Participants are asked 
to follow these guidelines for medication disposal: 
. Medicines must be in labeled containers; no loose pills 
. No needles or syringes (used or new) 
. Multiple medicine bottles should be transported in a 
clear re-sealable storage bag 
 
Document Shredding and Recycling 
Residents can bring up to five banker’s boxes of paper 
documents to be shredded on site. Documents should be 
placed in a box or brown paper bag and large metal clips 
and binders should be removed ahead of time. Staples 
and paper clips are acceptable. Document shredding is 
not available for businesses. 
 
The City's "Evanston Recycles" event is supported by the 
Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County (SWANCC), 
NorthShore University HealthSystem, 
Stericycle, Evanston Sunrise Lions Club, Evanston 
American Legion Post 42, Random Acts of Flowers, 
Goodwill Evanston and the Recyclery.  
 
FROM EVANSTON NOW: 
https://evanstonnow.com/story/government/charles-
bartling/2018-06-13/79989/big-city-recycling-event-is-
july-7-at-eths (by Charles Bartling, June 13, 2018, 
3:34pm) 

The free and eighth annual drive-up-drop-off event will 
run from 9:00 am to noon, but officials urge you not to 
get in line before 8:00 am. They recommend that you 
approach the school from the west on Church Street, 
then turn right on Dodge Avenue, right on Lake Street, 
and then into the school property in the middle of that 
block. There will be plenty of staff on hand to unload 
your vehicle so that you never have to get out of your 
car or truck. You’ll then exit the school property on 
Church Street. [NOTE: The Evanston Now article has a 
clear map of directions from entrance to exit.] 

DISPOSAL OF GREASE 
By Madeline Binder (1860) 
 

Please do not dispose of grease or oil in your regular 
garbage or try to wash it down the drain. The best thing 
to do with grease is to put it in a coffee can or large jar 
and store that container in your refrigerator. When the 
container is full, enclose it in a plastic bag, and then 
discard the bag and its solidified contents. For 

immediate disposal, grease or oil can be placed in a 
closed container and thrown away in one of the 
dumpsters.  
 

 
Another view of Phil's lilies, with the purple clematis donated by 
Barbara Pearson (1864) climbing up the trellis behind them.  

Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
### 

 

By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
GARDEN 
Changes and additions to the garden are making it more 
beautiful than ever. A notable part of the money that 
pays for plants, soil enrichment, mulch, equipment, etc., 
comes from generous residents. But to date in 2018, 
there have been fewer donations than usual. If you 
enjoy walking through our garden, please reach in your 
pocket to help. To make a cash donation, just give it to 
one of the garden volunteers or to our Treasurer, Jeanie 
Henry. If you are donating plants, let one of the garden 
volunteers know and we will promptly plant them. Then 
stand back and watch our garden grow and appreciate 
that you’ve helped make it happen. 
 
REMINDERS 
During June on a Saturday afternoon, someone left the 
inside door of 1862 wide open. This also happened 
recently in 1860. If you have items picked up or 
delivered, check to make sure the inside door is closed 
afterward. Never allow someone you don’t know to 



come in the building with you – they have access to the 
intercom and probably have a cell phone so they don’t 
really need your help. This is a safety issue for residents 
and their apartments. 
 
If you accidentally leave a tissue in your wash, please 
clean out the machine for the next person. Sweep up 
anything that’s fallen on the floor.  
 
SIGHTSEEING CHICAGO 
Check out the Money Museum at the Federal Reserve 
Bank at 230 S LaSalle. They are open from 8:30 am to 
5:00 pm Monday through Friday (except bank holidays), 
with a guided tour at 1:00 pm. Admission is free. Visitors 
18 and older must show a government issued photo ID. 
For more info, call 312.322.2400 or see 
chicagofed.org/education. It will make you feel very rich 
or very poor for a day. 
 
A SUMMER TIP 
Slice up veggies for easier snacking. They will remain 
crunchy if you include several coffee filters in the 
container to absorb moisture. 
 
BARGAINS 
July is the month to purchase swimwear. Black Friday is a 
big deal day in November but many retailers (including 
Best Buy and Amazon) have begun hosting Black Friday 
in July sales. Expect discounts in nearly every personal 
electronics category. If you don’t want to wait till end of 
summer sales on clothes, buy now. 
 
EATS 
Found on Chicago Avenue closed temporarily to change 
their style and menu. They are now open and claim most 
items are under $20. Check out Morsels at the Farmers 
Market. They serve little sweets and have some 
wonderful (but not always available) brownies. Cheesie’s 
on Davis Street is gone. 
 
RUMMAGE SALES 
Kenilworth Union Church-Kenilworth. Presale Thu 7/12, 
8am-2pm.  ”Grand” Sale Sat 7/14, 8am-1pm. 211 
Kenilworth, 847.251.4272. CASH; checks with ID 
 

St. Nicholas Catholic Church-Evanston. Sat 7/21, 8 am-
3pm. 806 Ridge Ave, 847.864.1185. CASH; Registered 
Parishioner checks; Credit cards 
 

Beth Hillel Congregation Bnai Emunah-Wilmette. 
Summer Sale Sun 7/29, 9am-1pm & Mon 7/30, 9-11am. 
3220 Big Tree Lane, 847.256.1213. CASH 

 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2021 
 
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1856 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Kate Poole, Pat Rolfs 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written by 
Jeanie Henry, Roving Reporter Cherie Fisher, Diane 
Keely, and Walter Henebry along with various other 
residents (submissions welcome) and produced by  
Diane Petersmarck. 


