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Allium Globemaster and Oriental Poppy 'Türkenlouis' in the University 
Place garden behind 1860.                        Photo by Joyce O'Callahan (1860) 
 

 
By Sue Lafferty, SGAA President (1856) 
 
MAY 16 GUEST SPEAKER: OFFICER ARZUAGA 
 Officer Arzuaga is a community police officer for the 1st 
Ward. He made an excellent presentation on 
maintaining safety, when to call the police, bicycle riding 
in Evanston, and gun laws. We learned a great deal 
about living here in Evanston and the positive programs 
that are available to our residents. We are fortunate to 
live in this community! 
 
JULY 4 PICNIC ON THE PATIO 
This annual picnic will begin at 5:00 pm on Wednesday, 
July 4. Everyone is invited. Drinks will be provided. 
Please bring a dish to share. We would appreciate your 
help in setting up before and cleaning up after the picnic. 
 

### 
 

1ST WARD MEETING 
1st Ward Alderman Judy Fiske invites you to a 1st Ward 
Meeting on Tuesday, June 5, from 7:00 pm to 9:00 
pm, at the Evanston Public Library, 1703 Orrington Ave. 
All community members are welcome. 

Agenda items: 
• Announcements 
• Downtown Evanston Report 
• City Manager’s Report (Budget questionnaire) 
• Planned Development - 1621 Chicago Avenue 
• Addition to 1900 Sherman Avenue - Perlman 
Apartments 
• Police Report 
• Q&A 

### 
 
 

June is bustin' out all over - in 
the garden, that is. Our 
volunteer gardeners have 
been doing a fabulous job and 
we sincerely thank them all! 
 

WHY THE HEAT STAYED OFF 
When May 1, 2018 arrived, we had just enjoyed the last 
week in April with average high temps at 60 degrees. 
The forecast for the first week of May looked good and 
ended up with average high temps of 76 degrees. It 
seemed as if spring  had arrived and we turned off the 
boilers as scheduled on May 1st. Then on May 10th the 
temperature dropped. We could not turn the boilers 
back on. They hold over 500 gallons of water, plus the 
water in the miles of ceiling pipes. It would take a couple 
of days for the water to heat, then another couple of 
days for any heat to be felt in the units. Weighing the 
energy costs and wear and tear on the boilers and 
pumps (one estimate was that it can take five-years off 
the life of the equipment) made the decision necessary – 
we could not responsibly turn the heat back on. This is 
one of the drawbacks of living in a vintage building. 
 
WINDOW WASHING 
We decided to skip outside window washing this 
summer because of the construction dirt and dust across 
the street. Plus, the city is now requiring some new sort 
of safety hook up for hanging a scaffold off the building, 
which we have not yet installed.  
 
PARKING LOT INCIDENT 
On the night of May 18th, a woman pulled her car over 
onto the apron of our parking lot outside the pedestrian 
gate and was sitting there, for some unknown reason. At 



approximately 9:15 pm she managed to set her car on 
fire while smoking. By the time the EFD arrived, the car 
was pretty well engulfed and caused the large black 
marks on the cement that many of you have asked 
about. Rafael and Oscar spent a significant amount of 
time cleaning the mess up, but they couldn't remove it 
all.  
 
INSURANCE REQUIREMENT 
As you know, we require all owners to purchase and 
keep current an insurance policy with liability coverage 
in case of damage to the building or a neighbor's unit. 
We have recently been advised to ask everyone to add 
SGAT as an "additional insured". Your agent will 
understand this request as it is commonly done in 
condos and co-ops. You will be receiving a letter from 
H&H at some point in the near future with more 
information. 
 
RULES 
We are in the process of renewing the Rules & 
Regulations (see current at 
https://shermangardenevanston.com/rules-
regulations/). While engaging in this discussion, we 
thought a couple of reminders of existing rules that will 
not be changed might be in order. 
 
CATS 
A quick reminder that we are limited to two cats per 
unit. Your cat must be kept INSIDE your unit and should 
not be allowed to wander the hallway. Many people 
have allergies and breathing problems and the cat 
dander, saliva, and hair can get tracked into the elevator 
and stairwells and spread throughout the building. 
Please be considerate of your neighbors.  
 
DOOR CLOSERS 
Evanston City Code requires automatic door closers on 
all apartment entrance doors (both front and back). In 
case of fire, if the door is closed, it prevents the spread 
of both fire and smoke. This also keeps your cat inside 
your unit (see above) and helps keep your air 
conditioning inside. 
 
BALCONY WINDOWS AND DOORS 
A reminder that patio wood finishes and screen framing 
must remain consistent throughout the buildings to 
avoid our buildings from looking like a patchwork quilt. 
When refinishing your patio wood, please stick to the 
color of Minwax Wood Finish Red Mahogany 225. We 
have noticed that some residents have replaced the 
original wood molding screens with metal frames and 
would appreciate it if these owners would paint this 
metal brown on the outside to match the wood finish. 

UNITS FOR SALE    
1860 7SE - $99,000 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Agent: Linda Hoffmann, @Properties 
847.763.0200 
MLS #09920990 
 
1856 5SC - $109,900 
2BR/1.5B 
Agent: Charles Costa, @Properties 
773.432.0200 
MLS#: 09964950 

### 
 

 
Phil Osborne has been working on this garden in front of 1862 (north 
side) for a couple of years now and it is really a vibrant spot in our 
courtyard. The colorful tulips brightened up our spring; the pretty 
little river birch, the hostas, and the annuals that he just planted 
make this area a true pleasure to see.       Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 
A CHANCE TO WEIGH IN ON THE CITY 
BUDGET 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
The City of Evanston usually asks for input on priorities 
for the upcoming year’s budget in the fall. This year the 
process is a little different. In early May, City Manager 
Wally Bobkiewicz announced that Evanston is going to 
try participatory budgeting this time around.  
 

https://shermangardenevanston.com/rules-regulations/).
https://shermangardenevanston.com/rules-regulations/).


The first step was for City staff to assign scores to 
all City programs based on a fixed set of criteria. These 
criteria included all of the City Council 2018 priorities – 
infrastructure and facilities, community development 
and job creation, affordable housing, police and 
community relations, and financial stabilization – and 
additional criteria like equity, cost recovery, and portion 
of the community served.  
 
The scores were then added up. Any programs 
mandated by legislation or other legal 
commitments were removed from the list, as were all 
programs that generate revenue for the City. What was 
left? Forty-six programs that ranked low based on the 
scoring criteria, are not required by legislation or other 
legal commitment, and do not generate revenue.  
 
Members of the Evanston community now have a 
chance to weigh in on those 46 programs to voice 
opinions about what should be cut and what should be 
kept. And there will be cuts. Despite reductions in City 
services and staffing over the last few years, Evanston is 
again facing a budget shortfall of several million dollars. 
This is not because of overspending exactly but because 
the City has not taken in as much money as expected 
from building permits and other sources of revenue.  
 
The programs that are potentially on the chopping block 
are not as unimportant as you might think. They include 
the mental health board, the environmental 
sustainability department, crossing guards for school 
kids, the animal control program, the summer youth 
employment program, special events, arts programming, 
free summer lunches for low-income kids, Divvy 
bikes, and lots more.  
 
People across Evanston and in various organizations are 
encouraging like-minded residents to fill out the City’s 
online budgeting survey to try to save specific programs. 
Will your favorite programs be cut or saved? You have 
until June 7 to make your voice heard and encourage 
others to speak up as well. The priority-based budgeting 
survey takes about 15 minutes to fill out and can be 
found here: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EvanstonBudget. 
More information about each of the 46 programs is 
available at: 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?
id=41027.  
An overview of the whole process is available at: 
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/budget/cit
izen-participation.  

### 

 
 
NORTH SHORE CHAMBER ORCHESTRA’S 
CONCERT TO INCLUDE SGA 
VIOLINIST/MEMBER 
 
Allen Feuerstein is a busy man these days.  While he and 
wife Luisa are preparing to move from one apartment 
(1864-SE) they are, at the same time, renovating another 
(1860-4-5 NC) that they’ll move into when finished.  
Allen is also a dedicated member of the North Shore 
Chamber Orchestra, a group of talented, 
nonprofessional volunteer musicians.  Allen plays the 
violin and enthusiastically invites all residents to their 
concert on Sunday, June 3 at 3:30pm at the Unitarian 
Church of Evanston, 1330 Ridge Ave. 
 
The program includes selections by Brahms, Grieg, 
Wagner, Eduard Strauss, Josef Strauss, and Beethoven. 
General admission is $15, free for those 18 and younger, 
and $10 per person for groups of 10 or more (check or 
cash only).  Please enter by the church’s west entrance, 
from the parking lot. See also 
www.newnorthshorechamberorchestra.org.   

 
### 

 
 
 
MOVIE REVIEW:  
RBG 
By Walt Henebry (1866) 
 

The first thing that caught my attention about this very 
revealing documentary about 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg is her 
workouts! I'm a personal 
trainer – what did you 
expect?  This 85-year-old 
Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court works out with 
a trainer three times a week. 
The non-stop 60 minute 
workout, complete with floor 
planks, push ups, overhead 
dumbbell presses, and squats 

would leave a lot of 30, 40, and 50 year olds gasping for 
air. The workout is emblematic of her boundless energy. 

www.newnorthshorechamberorchestra.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EvanstonBudget
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=41027
https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showdocument?id=41027
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/budget/citizen-participation
https://www.cityofevanston.org/government/budget/citizen-participation


In addition to profiling Ginsburg's professional career 
and highlighting some of the landmark Supreme Court 
decisions she was involved in, the documentary reveals 
the many gender obstacles from professional 
discrimination to juggling roles of wife, mother, and 
career. She graduated from Cornell in 1954. Her mother 
died when she was a teenager and she became a wife 
and mother herself before starting law school at 
Harvard, where she was one of three women in a class of 
30. Her husband, also studying at Harvard, got cancer so, 
in addition to her own studies, she typed up notes for his 
classes. When he graduated and was offered a job in a 
New York law office, Ruth and their child followed him to 
New York. She transferred to Columbia Law School 
where she graduated, tied for first in her class. 
 
The film touches on some of the struggles Ruth faced in 
landing a job with male-dominated New York law firms 
and how she turned to academia and teaching for a 
period of time. But where you really get a hint of her 
keen legal/judicial mind is in the landmark Supreme 
Court decisions she authored or dissented on. Ginsburg 
authored the Court's opinion in the United States vs. 
Virginia Military Institute case, which held that by 
barring  women from admission, VMI violated the Equal 
Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment. It really gets 
back to those two-minute "planks" the Justice was doing 
at the top of the movie – if a woman can handle the 
load, she should have equal opportunity. RBG does a 
more eloquent job in explaining the Court's decision. 
 
One other case: In Ledbetter vs. Goodyear, Lilly 
Ledbetter filed a lawsuit against her employer claiming 
that pay discrimination based on her gender violated the 
Civil Rights act of 1964. The Court turned down 
Ledbetter's lawsuit saying the statute of limitations had 
run out at the time of every pay period even if a woman 
didn't know she was being paid less than her male 
coworkers. Ginsburg navigated through the murky 
psychological waters of gender pay discrimination in 
male-dominated fields and got Congress to amend the 
Court's decision. President Barack Obama enacted  the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act in 2008, making it easier for 
employees to win pay discrimination claims.  
 
I left the movie puzzled and curious. I was puzzled by 
some of the complexities of the workings of the 
Supreme Court and curious about what goes into writing 
Court dissents, etc. The movie is far from dry. Using 
interviews with friends, family, and colleagues it paints a 
rich and vibrant portrait of a woman who loves opera 
and doesn't mind being caricatured on Saturday Night 
Live. It was 90 minutes well spent.  

### 

 
Joyce O'Callahan (1860) planted this beautiful clematis last year and 
this spring it BURST into bloom!                    Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 

CLIMATE OF HOPE: A BOOK REVIEW 
By Joan Taylor (1860)    

 
The title of this book 
immediately attracted me 
as I am deeply concerned 
about environmental 
problems and worried for 
the world my children and 
grandchildren are 
inheriting. Written by 
Michael Bloomberg, an 
entrepreneur and former 
three-term mayor of New 
York City, and Carl Pope, 
former executive director 
of the Sierra Club, the book 

tells what these brilliant men have been working on as 
well as ideas for future improvements. 
 
Bloomberg and Pope approach climate change from 
different perspectives, yet they arrive at similar 
conclusions. They share a belief that cities, businesses, 
and citizens can lead – and win – the battle against 
climate change, no matter which way the political winds 
of Washington may shift. Their collaboration started 
together on a Sierra Club effort, called Beyond Coal, to 
retire one third of the US coal fleet by 2020. With a 50 



million dollar grant from Bloomberg Philanthropies, the 
goal was changed to retire one half by 2017, the most 
ambitious environmental campaign in the club’s – and 
perhaps – the environmental movement’s history. 
 
In Climate of Hope (2017) the authors offer an optimistic 
look at the challenge of climate change, the solutions 
they believe have the greatest promise, and the practical 
steps needed to achieve them. They look at many 
problems and innovative solutions.  One idea that may 
seem very far out (pun intended) is flying kites with 
lightweight turbine blades at heights where the wind can 
keep them aloft. A number of companies are pursuing 
this – it opens up the possibility of hugely 
“dematerialized” wind farms operating at higher 
altitudes with highly reliable and strong winds.  
 
You’ll want to read the book to learn more about 
climate-related financial disclosure, carbon taxes, 
conversion of CO2 gas to organic matter as negative 
emissions, the role of mangroves and forests, San 
Francisco’s Non-Potable Water Program, and the many 
environmental friendly advances in New York City. 
 
Bloomberg sums up US advances in combating climate 
change by saying that the single most important 
development is that mayors, CEOs, and investors 
increasingly look at climate change as a financial and 
economic concern rather than as a political issue. On the 
world scene, members of the newly formed Global 
Covenant of Mayors (representing 7,000 cities) have 
agreed to report their emissions and climate progress 
according to a standard set of tools that are more 
rigorous than those currently used by many countries. 

### 
 

 
I love the delicate colors!                      Photo by Diane Petersmarck 

2018 STREET PARKING RESTRICTIONS  
FOR SHERMAN GARDEN RESIDENTS 
From Phil Osborne, Parking Coordinator, 847.424.9433 
 
MONDAY DAYTIME (for sweeping between 9am-1pm): 
Do not park on Emerson (east of Sherman) on Mar. 5, 
Apr. 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, Aug. 6, Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 
5, Dec. 3. 
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHTS (for sweeping 4-7am early Thurs. 
morning): 
Do not park on the south side of Emerson or the west 
side of Sherman (south of Emerson), on Mar. 7, 21, April 
11, 25, May 9, 23, June 13, 27, July 11, 25, Aug. 8, 22, 
Sept. 12, 26, Oct. 10, 24, Nov. 7, Dec. 12. 
 
THURSDAY DAYTIME (for sweeping between 9am-1pm): 
Do not park on the south side on University or on the 
west side of Sherman (north of Emerson) on Mar. 8, Apr. 
12, May 10, June 14, July 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 13, Oct. 11, 
Nov. 8, or Dec. 13. 
 
THURSDAY NIGHTS (for sweeping 4-7am early Friday 
morning): 
Do not park on the north side of Emerson, the east side 
of Sherman (south of Emerson) or on Benson on Mar. 8, 
22, April 12, 26, May 10, 24, June 14, 28, July 12, 26, Aug. 
9, 23, Sept. 13, 27, Oct. 11, 25, Nov. 8, Dec. 13. 
 
FRIDAY DAYTIME (for sweeping between 9am-1pm): 
Do not park on the north side on University or on the 
east side of Sherman (north of Emerson) on Mar. 9, Apr. 
13, May 11, June 8, July 13, Aug. 10, Sept. 14, Oct. 12, 
Nov. 9, or Dec. 14. 
 
Have you signed up on the City of Evanston website for 
parking restriction notifications by text or email? That’s 
an even better way to be reminded. 
 

### 
 
FILTERS FOR AIR CONDITIONERS 
By Madeline Binder (1860) 
 
If you have allergies, asthma, or want to filter more 
particles from your air conditioners, I can recommend:  
Filtrete Micro Allergen Reduction Hammock Filter 30 x 
60 - Inches Fiberglass. It comes in sheets and feels like a 
thin piece of cloth. It’s available online – Amazon has 
four sheets in a package, Walmart and others sell it in 
one-sheet packages. 
 



Directions for use: Cut the Filtrete to fit the size of your 
existing air conditioner filter. Place the Filtrete on top of 
your air conditioner’s filter with the smoother side facing 
your room. Tape the Filtrete to the air conditioner filter. 
(I use painter’s tape because it’s easier to remove.)  
Change the Filtrete once a year when you clean your air 
conditioner. 

### 
 

 
 
If you have a question 
you'd like answered, 
please email me at  
diane456@gmail.com. 

  
Q: How long have our feral cats, Sweetie and Stinky, 
been here and how are they doing?  
 
A: Stinky and Sweetie arrived at Sherman Gardens in 
May of 2016, so we're going into our third year. They 
came from Tree House Humane Society as part of their 
"Working Cat" program. Here's the logic: bait traps used 
by the city and pest control companies attract rats in 
order to entice them to eat the poison inside and die. 
Working cats like ours spread their pheromones all over 
the property, which repels rats, sending them looking for 
homes elsewhere. Of course it doesn't stop them totally, 
but there are a lot fewer that make the attempt to 
establish themselves here. Sweetie is a real huntress! 
And Stinky, true to his name, spreads his scent around 
quite effectively. 
 
We have a group of volunteers who feed the cats twice a 
day and we'd love to include you in our ranks if you have 
any interest. They have a covered cage behind 1856 
where they have beds of straw (with a weight-activated 
heating pad in the winter) and a water bowl (also electric 
so keeps the water above freezing in winter).  
 
Stinky is friendly but sometimes testy and we wouldn't 
want anyone hurt by his sharp claws, so recommend not 
petting him unless he's used to you. Sweetie was injured 
a few months after we got her and will not allow anyone 
to approach her. 
 
We attracted the attention of an  Evanston Review 
journalist in 2016 and she wrote a really nice article 
about the cats. You can read it online here: 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/new
s/ct-evr-evanston-feral-cats-rats-tl-1020-20161025-
story.html 

### 

 
BITS AND BOBS 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
GARDEN 
Things are starting to grow and blossom in our gardens, 
and volunteers are already making additions and 
changes.  
Each year these efforts greatly benefit from the 
assistance of residents who, for whatever reason, do not 
volunteer but choose to donate cash or plants. If you are 
donating plants, be sure to let a garden volunteer know 
so things will be planted promptly. If you are making a 
cash donation, give your money to one of the garden 
volunteers or to our Treasurer, Jeanie Henry. Then stand 
back and watch SGA’s gardens grow.  
 (Current volunteers include: Eileen Gergerian, Jeanie 
Henry, Diane Keely, Joyce O’Callaghan, Phil Osborne, 
Diane Petersmarck, Kate Poole, Brian Smith, and Linda 
Young. The group meets occasionally and informally as 
needed from spring to fall and has no designated person-
in-charge. Decisions are made by consensus. Generally, 
each volunteer takes responsibility for a specific garden 
area of their choice.) 
 
BATHROOM IDEAS 
If you are thinking of doing some work in your bathroom 
or powder room, consider a wall-hung sink or pedestal 
sink. It will give you both the reality and the appearance 
of more room. If a pedestal sink isn’t an option, consider 
a new vanity with an open front. You can store towels 
and other necessities and gain a more spacious look. 
Consider these and other available options. 
 
BARGAINS 
June is the best time to purchase indoor furniture, 
treadmills, elipticals, and summer sportsgear. This is the 
time of year to sign up for gym memberships and get a 
really good deal. And it’s the time to buy 
undergarments. For example, check out Victoria’s 
Secret’s semi-annual sales. 
 
NEW ON THE STREET 
Evanston Community Bank & Trust recently opened 
nearby on Sherman and will add a second drive-through 
location at 901 Grove Street (formerly a Chase location). 
 
 
 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/news/ct-evr-evanston-feral-cats-rats-tl-1020-20161025-story.html
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http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/news/ct-evr-evanston-feral-cats-rats-tl-1020-20161025-story.html


EATS 
• Prairie Moon opens their new location at 1635 Chicago 

Avenue in June. Can’t wait. 
• Temperance Beer Company, 2000 Dempster Street, will 

open a pot-up raw bar on Fridays beginning at 5:00 pm. 
They will feature fresh shucked oysters, ceviche, smoked 
sausages, smoked salmon, and more. 

• Nevin’s Pub will open a self-service tap room with pork 
dishes and beer-infused food inside Pete Miller’s. 

• Gotta Be Crepes, 2901 Central Street, will open in 
October. They have been serving crepes at the Farmers 
Market. 
 
RUMMAGE SALES 

• Christ Church-Winnetka, Summer Sale: Sat Jun 2, 8am-
12noon. Parish House, 470 Maple Street  / 847.446.2850 
/ CASH only 

• North Shore Unitarian Church-Deerfield: Sat Jun 16, 
8am-2pm. 2100 Half Day Rd-Bannockburn /  
312.857.3555 / CASH only 

 
### 

 
A POSTSCRIPT FROM MADELINE BINDER 
(1860) 
I’ve lived at SGA for 25+ years and this is my first 
negative review, either online or in our newsletter.  Let 
me warn you about my experience with Doordash! On 
May 9 at 4:27pm, I ordered a meal on Doordash’s 
website from Siam on Main St. Doordash said at 6:16 
that the food wasn’t yet ready for pickup, but the 
restaurant maintained it was actually ready at 4:45. 
Doordash then said their system wasn’t working 
properly and the driver couldn’t be contacted. They 
promised to make a new order, which finally arrived at 
7:30pm! Doordash refused a full refund, said they could 
not refund more than $20. My previous experience is 
that food arriving via Doordash is cold or lukewarm.  For 
me, it’s never again! 
 

### 
 

 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2021 
 
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1856 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Kate Poole, Pat Rolfs 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Oscar Huazano 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written by 
Jeanie Henry, Roving Reporter Cherie Fisher, Diane 
Keely, and Walter Henebry along with various other 
residents (submissions welcome) and produced by  
Diane Petersmarck. 


