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Our Holiday Party on December 10 was a great success!  
We had a large group of people, and fabulous food!  Our 
parties and events seem to be attracting more people.  
The sense of community is growing here at Sherman 
Gardens!   Keep reading for more party pictures. 
 

  
Blair Laden (1864),Walter Henebry (1866), Rafael Del Rio 
(1862), with Alan and Luchi Feuerstein (1864) posing for me. 

Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 
 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
March – Meet the Trustee Candidates and Ask the 
Trustees. 
April – We hope to have Judy Fiske tell us about 1st 
Ward news. 
May – Discussion of crime, safety, and race relations in 
Evanston. 

###  
  

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Please accept our best wishes 
for a healthy and happy 2018! 
 
We have a busy year ahead of 
us as Trustees and will be working very hard to continue 
to be as transparent as possible about our plans. This 
spring brings us the plumbing riser project in 1860 and 
the hunt for Ziggy's replacement after his well-deserved 
retirement. Because Diane Petersmarck was appointed 
to fill the 2-year unexpired term of Catherine Marsh, she 
will be up for election for a 3-year term this May. If you'd 
like to run for Trustee, please watch for the 
announcement of a nominating committee in a month or 
so. 
 
HOT WATER: The 1862-64 buildings have been 
experiencing some changes in their hot water delivery. If 
you have noticed problems, please notify Homeowner 
Services at hsd@hhsg.net or call 847-866-7400. We need 
to gather information about where the problems are 
happening and how often so that the plumbers can 
figure out a solution. 
 
PARKING LOT: The cameras have been installed at the 
parking lot gates; however, the exit code pole was 
recently hit by the snow plow driver - who notified us of 
the accident. The gates have not been working properly 
since then. Service has been delayed due to the holidays. 
 
Please be careful when entering and leaving the lot to let 
the gates fully open before you drive through. If they are 
damaged in the future, the resident (or contractor) who 
is responsible will be charged for the repairs.  
 
GARBAGE: Our garbage contract includes removal of 
items INSIDE the dumpsters only. Every time a resident 
puts something out by the dumpsters that won't fit IN 



the dumpster, we get an extra charge. And if that 
something is an appliance or TV that is not allowed in 
the landfill they won't take it at all. We have to pay a 
hauler a lot more to come and get it. Please, NO 
ELECTRONICS, NO APPLIANCES, NO FURNITURE, and NO 
MATRESSES can be thrown away with the regular 
garbage. If you buy something new make sure the 
delivery service can take away the old one. Or you 
should recycle it at a drop off center (see page 6). Please 
do not make your neighbors pay for something that is 
your responsibility. Neighbors, if you see something, say 
something - your information will be handled 
confidentially. 
 
HEAT: We hope that everyone is handling the weather 
and our unique heating system as well as possible. In the 
extreme cold, it's very hard for the boilers to keep up 
and we recommend that anyone who gets cold consider 
a space heater and/or sealing up windows and air 
conditioners. Kitchen fans can be covered with a shower 
cap. Please keep your thermostat in the middle range - 
around 72 degrees and communicate with your 
neighbors.  
 
A final note about our maintenance staff. 
Please treat them with respect as they work 
consistently, and often for long hours, on our 
behalf.  When asked to do something, they will do it 
if at all possible - but managing an older building 
with 132 units and 132+ owners is no small task. 
Please be considerate. 
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
 
1856 - 4SW - $88,500 
2BR/1B/Balcony  
Agents: Ron Eilers / Annette Logan 
Jameson Sotheby, 847/869-7300 
MLS#: 09819187 
 
1860 - 4-5NC - $99,000 
3BR/2B/Townhouse 
Agent: Carol Prieto 
Jameson Sotheby, 847/869-7300 
MLS#: 09702083 
 
1862 - 1SE - $59,900  
2BR/1.5B/Balcony 
Agent: Vivienne Rose Taylor 
Kale Realty. 773/939-5253 
MLS#: 09739808 

### 

 
Our first snowmen of the winter were small but showed that 
the sculptor(s) had good imagination! 

Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 
ZIGGY MORIC TO RETIRE 
By Walt Henebry (1866) 
 

 
Marinka and Ziggy Moric at the SGA Holiday Party 

Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 
Zeljko Moric has worked for Sherman Gardens for the 
past 20 years. Affectionately known as Ziggy, this quiet, 
friendly man can be seen around the grounds shoveling 
snow in winter, cutting grass in summer, vacuuming 
rugs, and emptying and hauling trash from every 
building. It is hard physical work that has finally caught 
up with this 65-year-old. 
 
I met with Ziggy on his lunch break in the boiler room. 
Amid the humming of generators and crackling of pipes, 
he told me a little bit about his life. He was born in 1952 
in Croatia. At that time, Croatia was a Communist 
country controlled by Serbia. He said there was always 
tension in the region because you had five countries 
(Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro, Bosnia, and Slovenia) that 
hated each other. 



At 18, he was drafted into the Serbian Army. Military 
service was mandatory, and Ziggy served 18 months as a 
border guard. Upon his discharge, Ziggy's only choice 
was to become a policeman, an occupation fraught with 
too much danger at the time. He said he did not want to 
be in a position where he would have to shoot someone 
or be shot himself. So the young 20-something-year-old 
went to Zagreb, filed for a passport, and came to the 
United States where his father was living and working. 
Times were different in the 70s and Ziggy obtained a 
green card the minute he got off the plane. 
 
After living in the states for three years, Ziggy returned 
to Croatia with the intent of finding a wife. He met 
Marinka and they were married in the old country in 
1976. Ziggy returned to America alone and Marinka 
followed one year later once she had filed all of her 
papers. 
 
For all of his working life here, Ziggy has labored at 
janitorial jobs. His first job was at the Board of Education 
building on Wacker Drive. He worked the night shift 
there for seven years but it became increasingly hard 
with his growing family. He was able to find a day job in 
a two-story building with rentals shampooing carpets, 
vacuuming, and performing other janitorial tasks. 
Meanwhile Marinka worked the evening shift as a 
waitress, and together they raised their three sons. 
Ziggy came to Sherman Gardens in 1996. I asked him 
what he liked most about Sherman Gardens and he said 
everything. He said the people have been nice here. I 
asked him what he liked least here and he shook his 
head saying he has no complaints. He said the staff has 
always felt like family, referring to Raul and others, 
including the Trustees. He said we have always had good 
communication. 
 
In March Ziggy will be retiring. In April he plans to move 
to Las Vegas. One of his sons lives there with his wife 
and family. Ziggy looks forward to spending time with his 
three granddaughters. He also has a son in Arizona and 
two more grandchildren, boys. He is proud of his family 
and grateful he was able to escape Communist rule and 
make a life in Chicago. He said he will miss everyone but 
will carry fond memories of his time at Sherman Gardens 
as he travels West. 

### 
 

 
David Miller (1860), Nancy Funk (1860), Jack Stern (1862) and 
Pat Powell (1860) discuss the excellent food choices at the 
party.                                                        Photo by Diane Petersmarck 

 
IMPORTANT WINTER CAUTIONS FOR THE 
PARKING LOT! 
By Phil Osborne, Parking Lot Coordinator  
 
Winter storms are upon us! If you experience ice 
buildup anywhere, please exercise caution.  But 
please be extra cautious while getting into and out 
of your car in the parking lot. Water on the parking 
surface runs from the front of our cars to the paving 
stones, which sometimes causes a thin glaze of ice to 
be present where you place your feet.  
 
In addition, do not use the concrete aisle between 
the two center rows of cars for walking. This is not a 
wintertime walkway; it becomes treacherous when 
the snow melt coming off the two center roofs 
refreezes. This is very important. Some of our 
residents, unfortunately, learned this the hard way in 
past winters. 
 
As in the past, if snow needs to be moved and piled, 
it will be put in the area with uncovered parking 
spaces. 

### 
 

COLD WEATHER SAFETY TIPS 
From the City of Evanston 
 

• Wear layers of clothing to stay warm. 
• If you are using a space heater, place it on a level, 
hard surface and keep anything like bedding, clothing, 
or curtains at least three feet away. Turn off if leaving 
the room. 
• Never use a stove or oven to heat your home. 

### 



SGA’S SPECIAL OLYMPICS PARTICIPANT 
IN THE 2018 POLAR PLUNGE 
By Diane Keely (1866)  
 
Kurt Noble (1856) will “be bold and get cold” when 
he participates in the 2018 Law Enforcement Torch 
Run Polar Plunge to benefit Special Olympics Illinois. 
The plunge into Lake Michigan will take place at Clark 
Street Beach on February 18. This will be Kurt’s third 
time participating and his second time as a member 
of the Evanston All Stars team.  If you would like to 
back Kurt’s sure-to-be-icy effort to support Special 
Olympics Illinois, click the Support Me button at 
https://soill.donordrive.com/participant/34096.  

 
On November 13, Evanston Mayor Steve Hagerty issued a 
proclamation to Special Olympics Illinois in celebration of 
its 50th anniversary. Kurt and Lisa Noble were invited to 
accept this proclamation on behalf of Special Olympics. 
 

### 
 

Do you know SWANCC?   
It’s the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County, 
located in Glenview.  You can find information about 
where to recycle over 100 categories of items on their 
website under Green Pages: 
http://www.swancc.org/greenPages/greenpages.html.   
 
They publish a newsletter called Recycling Etc. which 
includes information about document destruction 
events, household chemical waste disposal, 
computer/electronic collections, and much more. 
 
A valuable resource if you have questions about 
recycling! 

### 

 
Jane Driscoll (1860) and Johnathan Harding (1860) 
enjoying a chat.  
 

 
Nancy Funk (1860) proudly displaying some socks that 
were donated for Hospitality Center, located at St. Mark's 
Church on Ridge and Grove.                        
 

 
Feizi Lu and Huilin Hu (1860) were practicing their English all 
during the party - a lovely couple!      
 
Photos by Diane Petersmarck 



AGING AT HOME WITH THE VILLAGE 
MOVEMENT 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 

 
 
A few months ago, I read the book Being Mortal: 
Medicine and What Matters in the End by surgeon 
and public health expert Atul Gawande. He argues 
that modern medicine has failed its patients when it 
comes to dealing with advanced age, declining 
health, and end-of-life decisions. He dedicates a long 
chapter to the concept of “assisted living” which was 
originally envisioned as a way to help people live out 
their lives in their own homes rather than in 
institutions. 
 
This concept struck a chord with me. I struggled to 
help my father and grandmother at the end of their 
lives. My father, who passed away in 2000, had 
serious medical challenges and lived in a nursing 
home for the last year and a half of his life. Ten years 
later, my grandmother ended up in an assisted living 
facility when she could no longer care for herself at 
home. Neither of them was very happy with these 
arrangements but their options were limited and they 
did not have access to support services to help them 
stay in their homes. 
 
Then in early December, I heard an interesting story 
on National Public Radio (NPR) about small non-profit 
organizations that help seniors stay in their homes as 
they age. As chapters of what is known as the Village 
Movement, these membership-based local 
organizations offer a range of support services. Social 
services can include hobby and activity groups, 
different kinds of classes, and theatre or museum 
outings. More substantive support services can 
include rides to medical appointments, assistance 
with grocery shopping, and referrals to contractors 
and discounted home services. 
 
In our area, the North Shore Village serves Evanston, 
Skokie, Glenview, and Wilmette. There are also three 

Village chapters in Chicago (in Lincoln Park, the Loop, 
and Hyde Park) and one in Oak Park, Illinois. North 
Shore Village’s website is www.northshore-
village.org.  
 
There are multiple levels of membership at most 
Village chapters. For the North Shore Village, “social 
membership” costs $17 per month for individuals and 
$20 per month for a household. This provides access 
to member-referred vendors and contractors and 
access to social, educational and cultural programs. 
“Full membership” means having access to volunteer-
provided services such as transportation to medical 
appointments and errands, friendly visitors, 
computer assistance, grocery shopping and errands, 
and light household chores and maintenance. This 
higher level of membership costs $45 per month for 
an individual and $57 per month for a household. 
 
You can listen to the NPR story at 
www.npr.org/2017/12/12/570248798/village-
movement-allows-elderly-to-age-in-their-homes/. 
Information about the national Village to Village 
Network is available at www.vtvnetwork.org/. 
 

### 
 
CHINESE-ENGLISH CULTURAL 
CONVERSATIONS 
By Hsiu-Ling Robertson (1862) and Diane Keely (1866) 
 
This fall a number of SGA residents of Chinese 
descent met on Tuesday nights for about 90 minutes 
to practice speaking English and some Chinese. Hsiu-
Ling Robertson, a professor of Chinese at 
Northwestern, had agreed readily to Diane Keely’s 
proposal that they begin such a group.  At NU, Hsiu-
Ling (who is fluent in English) works with students 
from Chinese-American families who want to become 
more proficient in speaking, reading, and writing 
Chinese. Diane (who worked with foreign students 
during her college years) had noted that, while SGA 
has some 12 units with Chinese owners, she hadn’t 
gotten to know most of these residents. The number 
of participants has grown, including several non-
Chinese-speaking members (like Diane). 
 
Following a holiday break, the group will resume 
meeting on Wednesday, January 17 at 7:00 pm. We 
meet in different people’s apartments, share light 
refreshments, and speak in both English and Chinese 
based on our bravery and fluency. The group 
determined this fall that we want to focus on English 



pronunciation, which is admittedly difficult. Just 
consider the very different pronunciation of two 
words with only a different first letter: daughter and 
laughter. At our last meeting, Hsiu-Ling brought the 
lovely Chinese poem “River Snow” and Diane brought 
Robert Frost’s “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening.”  Hsiu-Ling translated each poem into the 
other language and, using her amazing computer, 
also translated the Chinese words into phonetic 
English. We read them together in both languages 
and then discussed them. 
 
If you have spent some time in China or are 
interested in learning a little Chinese, we invite you to 
join us. We have learned of several non-Chinese 
residents who have experience in China during 
childhood, as teachers, or in business. Contact Hsiu-
Ling at hslin0920@gmail.com or 847.728.8388.  
 

 
 

### 
 

WHERE TO RECYCLE ELECTRONICS 
By Diane Petersmarck 
 
Best Buy   bestbuy.com  
2301 Howard St, Evanston, IL 60202 
(847) 570-0450 
Stores accept most consumer electronics, including 
computers and notebooks, small electronics, MP3s and 
DVD players, home and car audio, keyboards, mice and 
remotes free of charge. Recycling kiosks at all stores for 
rechargeable batteries, cell phones, inkjet and toner 
cartridges and wires, cords and cables. 
 
Glenview Transfer Station 
3 Providence Way, Des Plaines 
(847) 724-9205 
Saturdays: 9:00-11:30 am, Monday-Friday: 6:00-4:00 pm 
Closed on January 6, 2017 

Abt Electronics Recycling Center 
1200 N. Milwaukee Ave.  
Glenview, IL 60025 
888-228-5800 
Recycling drop-offs can be made during regular store 
hours at the merchandise pick-up entrance. There is a 
small charge for recycling some items. 
 
SENIOR CITIZEN EXEMPTION  
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
The Senior Citizen Exemption provides tax relief by 
reducing the equalized assessed valuation of an eligible 
residence. The savings is in the form of a deduction on 
the second installment of the real estate tax bill. Eligible 
applicants receive a check from HHSG for the tax rebate 
at the end of the year. If you are 65 or older, own the 
property, and it is your principal residence, you are 
eligible to apply. Also, if you have moved or plan to 
move, you may be entitled to a prorated Senior Citizen 
Exemption based on the time of occupancy. If you are in 
the system already, forms will be mailed to you the first 
week of January.  
 
If you have never applied before, you can obtain forms 
(second week of January) from the Cook County 
Assessor’s website 
(http://cookcountyassessor.com/exemptions.aspx) or by 
going to see the Tax Assessment Reviewer, Mitzi Gibbs, 
at the Civic Center. Call first (847.448.8168) to see if they 
have the forms available for pickup.  
 
To apply for a Senior Citizen Exemption you must 
submit: 1) A Senior Citizen Exemption Application form; 
2) A closing or settlement statement (for recent 
purchases only); 3) Copy of a recent property tax bill 
(which you can get from Heil & Heil – along with 
Property Index Numbers); 4) Copy of proof of age and 
residency; 5) Copy of your Certificate (which you 
received when you purchased your unit).  Some may also 
qualify for the Senior Freeze Property Tax Exemption, 
which has the additional requirement of a total 
household income of under $55,000 per year. Once you 
have obtained the forms and the backup material and 
are ready to file them, feel free to take them back to Ms. 
Gibbs. Her office hand delivers the form to the Assessor.  
 

### 



 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
SGA DIRECTORY 
Sheets have been distributed to update the SGA 
Directory for 2018. Please promptly complete the form 
and pass it on to your Building Coordinator. Producing 
the Directory is a big job and your cooperation is both 
needed and appreciated. Please note: the Directory is 
used by SGA residents only and is not given or sold to 
anyone outside of the complex, so there should be no 
concerns about the security of your info. 
 
STOP AND LOOK 
As you finish your laundry, stop and check all washers, 
dryers, and the floor for your clothes. Many items have 
been left behind in our building. Just today, I found 8 
socks in two machines.  That’s a lot of socks! 
 
HOLIDAY RECYCLING TIPS 
Okay to recycle:  
-Plain wrapping paper 
-Paper holiday cards 
 
Goes in garbage: 
-Bows 
-Wrapping paper with metallic, glittery, or velvety 
flocking 
-Shiny cards printed on photo paper, or cards with 
metallic embossing or glitter 
 
KEEP YOUR IDENTITY SAFE 
Watch your credit card and all receipts carefully.   
 
To avoid many telemarketers, get caller ID or let your 
calls go to voice mail. Some telemarketers have found a 
way to make their number display with the same area 
code and first three digits as your phone number. This is 
to make you think the call is from someone local – and it 
is not.   
 

Never give anyone your personal or health insurance 
information over the phone.  
 
UPS 
Did you know that you can sign up for delivery 
notification from UPS? I signed up and now anytime a 
letter or package for me enters their system, I get a 
notification. That way I know when to expect a package 
to arrive. For example, recently I went down to get my 

mail and there was a package for another building. I 
went upstairs and emailed the recipient. While writing 
that email, I noticed that I had received an email from 
UPS saying that they had just delivered a package for 
me. I went down and got it so that it wouldn’t be sitting 
around until the next day. 
 
HOLIDAY AFTERMATH 
Once the holidays are over and decorations and trees 
are put away, it is time to go through your gifts and 
purchases and determine if there are items that can be 
given to charity. The Epilepsy Foundation and Salvation 
Army will pick up unwanted items. You can also deliver 
them yourself to Goodwill at Dodge and Dempster; their 
staff will even take the items out of your trunk for you.  
A great time to clear things out and help others. 
 
BARGAINS 
Best time to buy: bathroom scales, linens, TVs, 
treadmills, elliptical trainers, and winter clothing. 
 
EATS 
Now that the holidays are over, it is time to go back and 
eat at some favorites. Soulwich on Orrington is 
wonderful, something for all. Naf Naf Grill on Orrington 
Avenue and Ya Hala on Church Street are worth a second 
look, and, of course, there is Lou’s next door. For 
breakfast, I suggest The Merion on Chicago Avenue and 
Ovo Frito on Maple Avenue. Mumbai, the Indian Grill on 
Sherman, is now open for breakfast beginning at 7 am.  I 
don’t know what I would order as I am not familiar with 
Indian food but I will give it a try.  Hope their coffee is 
good. If not, they do serve hot tea. Just found out that 
the vacant Radio Shack further down the street will 
become a new coffee shop. I don’t know an opening 
date yet, but I have high hopes. I would like a good 
breakfast sandwich and coffee location.   
 
NEW ON THE STREET 
Floyd’s Rock and Roll Barbershop is opening near Taco 
Bell. The sign says it is for men and women. Bet the hair 
salon a couple doors down isn’t too happy. 
 

### 



TEMPORARY MAINTENANCE STAFF 
 

 
 
Say hello to Oscar Huazano, who has been and will be 
covering for Ziggy, who had a routine medical procedure 
but needs several weeks of recovery. Oscar is a very nice 
young man and a hard worker with a sunny disposition. 
 

### 
 

WHAT TO DO WITH THAT CHRISTMAS 
TREE? 
 
City crews will pick up Christmas trees beginning 
Tuesday, December 26 through Friday, January 26! All 
trees should be placed on the parkway, in between the 
street and the sidewalk. Please remove all lights and 
decorations from trees, and do not place them in plastic 
bags. http://ow.ly/3yod30hlWSu 
 

### 
 
The newsletter accepts paid classified ads.  
Residents:  $5 for 3 consecutive months 
Non-residents:  $10 for 3 months 
Approximately 60 words or 3.5” wide x 2” long maximum. 

 

TAI CHI CHIH 
A non-martial art form of Tai Chi - proven 
by National Institute of Health. studies to 
improve the inner organ functioning, 
musculature, immune system as well as 
balance, stress, etc. Based on the 
Chinese self-healing tradition of Chi Gong, 
soft movements allow the chi energy (life force) to flow in a 
meditative way in the body and mind. 19 independent 
movements quite easy to learn make the benefits well 
accessible to the Western Lifestyle. This class is for beginners, 
all ages and abilities. 
 
For info call Blair Laden in 1864 at 847-630-0675. 
Certified teacher. Class is Fridays 10-11 a.m. at Noyes 
Cultural Art Center. 
 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2018 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
  
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1866 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Olga Ryskin, Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Rosemary Powers, Diane Keely 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Ziggy Moric 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written by 
Jeanie Henry, Roving Reporter Cherie Fisher, Diane 
Keely, and Diane Petersmarck along with various other 
residents (submissions welcome) and produced by Diane 
Petersmarck. 


