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ART SALON 
Our Art Salon on November 8 was a great success! Our 
artists were Jerry Galich, Kate Poole, Patricia Powell, 
and Hsui Ling Robertson. This was the first time several 
of the artists had displayed their work, and they were 
very well received!  
  
UPCOMING EVENTS  
Sunday, December 10, 2:00-4:00 pm – Annual Holiday 
Party. Please bring a dish to share. We will gather in the 
1860 basement room, specially decorated for the winter 
holiday season. Nancy Funk has requested donations of 
new men’s socks for homeless men at the shelter where 
she volunteers (see her article below). A container will 
be available for your donations.  
  
FUTURE MEETINGS  
March – Meet the Trustee Candidates and Ask the 
Trustees.  
April – We hope to have Judy Fiske tell us about 
Ward 1 news.  
May – Discussion of crime, safety, and race relations in 
Evanston.  

Date not yet set – Energy use here at Sherman Gardens. 
Linda Young is leading a committee on this topic, and we 
are grateful to have her expertise available to us.  
Summer Parties – The Association has agreed to 
continue the 4th of July Patio Party and to change the 
summer party to a Labor Day Party.  
  
NEW OWNER IN 1856  
1856-7SC  
Diane Keely  
847.491.9144  
dianekeely@hotmail.com  
(NOTE: Diane will stay in 1866-7N until renovation in the new unit is 
completed.)   

###  
  

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Your Trustees wish every 
resident of SGA and their 
families a very wonderful 
Holiday Season! 
 
The parking lot gate project has been a difficult one and 
the gates are not able to be closed just yet, but they will 
be soon. We appreciate your patience. Please be careful 
as you walk the courtyard sidewalks and especially in the 
parking lot as the winter brings us snow and ice 
conditions. 
 
About 831 Emerson: the 7-11 is now closed. The 
construction schedule dated 10/30/2017 is as follows: 
·  Asbestos Removal and Inspection 
begins 11/27/2017 and ends 12/29/2017 
·  Demolition begins 1/8/2018 and ends 2/2/2018 
·  Construction (foundations) begins 2/5/2018 and 
ends 6/22/2018 
·  Vertical construction begins 6/25/2018 and 
ends 7/26/2018 
 
At this time of year, our focus is turned to planning for 
2018, and we will keep you up-to-date as projects’ plans 
take shape. We hope for an exciting, productive, and 
enjoyable New Year. 
 
 
 



UNITS FOR SALE_ 
1862 1SE - $59,900 
2BR/2B/Balcony 
Listing Agent: Vivienne Rose Taylor, Kale Realty 
(312) 939-5253 
MLS #09739808 

### 
 

IMPORTANT WINTER CAUTIONS FOR THE 
PARKING LOT!  
By Phil Osborne, Parking Lot Coordinator   
  
Winter storms could be upon us any day now! If 
you experience ice buildup anywhere, please exercise 
caution.  But please be extra cautious while getting into 
and out of your car in the parking lot. Water on the 
parking surface runs from the front of our cars to the 
paving stones, which sometimes causes a thin glaze of 
ice to be present where you place your feet.   
  
In addition, do not use the concrete aisle between the 
two center rows of cars for walking. This is not a 
wintertime walkway; it becomes treacherous when the 
snow melt coming off the two center roofs 
refreezes. This is very important. Some of our residents, 
unfortunately, learned this the hard way in past winters.  
  
As in the past, if snow needs to be moved and piled, it 
will be put in the area with uncovered parking spaces.  

  
 ###  

SUE LAFFERTY:  
MOVING INTO A NEW PHASE…  
By Rebecca Shereikis (1856)  
  

Dr. Sue Lafferty (1856) 
retired in March from 
her decades-long 
career as a 
psychologist, during 
which time she helped 
countless people deal 
with trauma, 
alcoholism, anxiety, 
and depression. Our 

neighbor and current SGA Association President recently 
told me more about her life and shared her reflections 
on community and “aging well” at Sherman Gardens.  
  
Sue grew up on a tree farm in Morton, Illinois, a town of 
about 3,000 people near Peoria. She describes her 
family’s 100 acres as pretty but isolated. She did not plan 

to go to college, but when a high school teacher offered 
her the opportunity to participate in a work study 
program at the University of Illinois at Urbana 
Champaign, she “jumped at the chance.” She studied 
sociology, psychology, and social work, graduating in 
three years and four summers.  
  
After graduation, Sue moved to the ”big city,” sharing an 
apartment near Chicago’s then-seedy Rush Street with a 
high school friend. She worked briefly as a secretary, 
then began an eight-year stint as a counselor at the 
Public Aid Department, working on Chicago’s south and 
west sides. During this time, she completed a year of 
course work towards a social work degree at the 
University of Chicago.  
  
Sue’s experience working at Public Aid in Chicago during 
the turbulent 1960s clearly shaped her worldview, 
instilling in her a commitment to social justice, racial 
dialog, and acceptance of all people. Sue vividly 
remembers the riots following Martin Luther King’s 
assassination in April, 1968. Her office building on the 
west side burned down, and she recalls seeing people 
and tanks in the streets. That same year, rioting 
accompanied the Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago. And of course, there was the Vietnam War and 
the beginning of the Women’s Liberation movement. “It 
was an incredible time,” Sue observed, “there was so 
much happening politically.” She describes her outlook 
at the time as “really naïve in a lot of ways.” “I thought 
that if you put enough money into an area and you really 
tried to help you could change things,” she says. “And 
there were changes, but not enough.” As she watches 
current racial and political tensions in the US, she 
wonders how much progress has really been made.  
  
Sue eventually married, moved to northwest Evanston, 
and had a son, Kevin. She worked as a realtor for a 
time—an occupation she likens to practicing therapy: 
“The feeling of watching people walk into a home and 
fall in love with it, it’s special, because it was the biggest 
event in a lot of peoples’ lives.” Sue had a second child—
a daughter, Lise—and eventually decided to finish 
her Master’s degree (in alcoholism counseling) at 
Governor’s State University. After a challenging 
internship, she decided she did not want to work 
exclusively with alcoholics and sought to broaden her 
training.  
  
The next step: a PhD in counseling psychology from 
Northwestern. Sue began her doctoral program at age 
39, was divorced at 40, and completed her degree as 
single parent while working at a church counseling 



center. With characteristic modesty, she describes what 
must have been an incredibly challenging juggling act as 
“really hard.” The therapy profession, however, turned 
out to be a good fit for Sue: “I loved knowing what was 
really going on with people. I felt so privileged that 
people trusted me and shared their lives with 
me…watching people grow and change was really 
exciting.”  
  
In 2000, Sue decided to return to Evanston from Skokie, 
and she noticed an SGA unit for sale. She wandered into 
the courtyard and encountered several women on the 
patio who convinced her that SGA was a great place to 
live. She obviously made a good impression on the 
women (who turned out to be Jo Shepard and Doraine 
Anderson), because they alerted her when other units 
went on the market; Sue bought her unit shortly 
thereafter.  
  
In 2001, Sue met Phil Osborne, also a therapist, through 
mutual friends. Phil lived in South Bend, Indiana at the 
time. After dating long-distance for a year or two, Phil 
moved to Evanston and moved into SGA. They married 
soon after.  
  
Sue says she is still getting used to retirement and trying 
to establish some structure. She has been working out at 
the YMCA, and is enjoying her interest in paper and 
mixed media arts. Sue and Phil attend Lake Street 
Church in Evanston, where Sue is a deacon and recently 
joined a committee that is working to foster a sister-
church relationship with the Second Baptist Church. 
Travel to visit her and Phil’s growing family is also in the 
mix. Sue’s son lives in San Francisco with his wife and 
two children, and her recently married daughter lives in 
Sydney, Australia. Phil has three children and seven 
grandchildren in Indiana.  
  
In recent years, Sue has observed SGA “becoming more 
of a community,” with parties and regular social 
gatherings on the patio. As Association President, she is 
working to ensure that Association events appeal to a 
variety of people, including families with kids. Not 
surprisingly, she is particularly interested in hosting a 
speaker who could address what is really going on in 
Evanston with regard to race and community cohesion.  
  
As she reflects on what it means to be at this stage of 
her life, Sue is grateful to live at SGA, which she 
describes as “a great place to age in place.” “We have a 
lot of really vital people who are aging well, who are 
good mentors,” and she says, “It is important for me to 
know that if I have health issues I could stay at SGA. 

There is a lot of support, encouragement, and resources 
here.” She also expresses appreciation for what seems to 
be increasing diversity among our residents. She finds it 
exciting to meet residents of other cultures and ages.  
  
Just as Sue is inspired by the example of SGA neighbors 
who are aging well, there is no doubt that as Sue charts 
her own course, she will also serve as a good role model 
and mentor to others.  
  

###  
 
FREE PARKING DOWNTOWN EVENINGS & 
WEEKENDS FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON  
By Phil Osborne (1856)   
  

The city of Evanston offers 
free parking during evening 
and weekend hours for the 
self-park garages, street 
meters, and at least some of 
the business district parking 
lots, beginning 
Thursday, November 23 and 
continuing through 

Monday, January 1.  
  
To see this announcement from the city, go to 
this Evanston Roundtable page: 
http://evanstonroundtable.com/main.asp?SectionID=15
&SubSectionID=26&ArticleID=12848  
  

 ###  
  

INCANDESCENT→CFL→LED 
By Claire Seidenbecker (1864) 

 
LED light bulbs are much more energy efficient and last 
longer than CFLs. While CFL bulbs are initially less 
expensive, consumers will likely need to purchase a 
replacement bulb in about six months. Breakage is less 
likely to occur if you drop an LED, and a dimmer can be 
used to adjust the level of light where LED bulbs 
are used. CFLs are of course better than the old 
incandescent light bulbs, but LEDs are overall the best 
choice, in my opinion.  

###  
 
  



GUIDELINES FOR USING OUR 
PASSENGER ELEVATORS  
By Diane Keely (1866) 
 
(1) TO CALL THE ELEVATOR,  
PUSH THE BUTTON TO THE LEFT OF THE DOOR. 
 
(2) DO NOT OPEN THE ELEVATOR DOOR  
UNTIL YOU SEE THE LIGHT  
SHINING INSIDE THE ELEVATOR. 
 
(3) DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR  
MORE THAN 90 DEGREES. 
 
(4) DO NOT PROP THE DOOR OPEN 
AND LEAVE IT FOR MORE THAN 1 MINUTE. 
 
FAILURE TO FOLLOW THESE DIRECTIONS   
CAN & WILL STOP THE ELEVATOR’S  
AUTOMATIC OPERATING SENSORS, 
CAUSING COSTLY & TIME-CONSUMING REPAIRS! 
 
THANKS FOR COOPERATING! 
 
DONATE SOCKS FOR HOMELESS PEOPLE  
By Nancy Funk (1856)   
  
Evanston is a city (town) with a heart and 
soul and I am proud to be a resident.  It 
is a city where citizens from all walks of 
life care about those who are less 
fortunate.  Many 
community services for the 
needy are coordinated through the 
Interfaith Action of Evanston under the direction of Sue 
Murphy.  I am most familiar with the Hospitality Center, 
located at St. Mark's Church on Ridge and Grove where I 
have volunteered for the past two years.  
  
Interfaith Action offers the homeless and others staying 
at a participating overnight shelter a place to warm up, 
dry off, use the facilities and clean up, shave, 
and sleep. The Hospitality Center, just one part of 
Interfaith Action, is open 7:00 am-11:00 am on 
weekdays offering the homeless (mostly men come) a 
good breakfast before facing the day. There 
are kind people who donate their time in unique ways at 
the Hospitality Center. For instance, one couple gets up 
early on Friday mornings to cook a complete warm 
breakfast with bacon and eggs, French toast, and more 
and then makes certain the food is at the church before 
6:30. And there is one man who comes to the Center to 

assist folks in surfing the web for job opportunities 
and helps them type up their resumes. This summer, a 
man just appeared in the park with hot baked potatoes 
and all the trimmings one day a week.  
  
Very importantly, the Hospitality Center offers, in 
addition to a good breakfast, a safe place to sleep 
for four hours. When you are on the street at night, it is 
often safer (and warmer) to keep alert and keep 
moving. Cold weather conditions often make this nearly 
impossible as icy rain can penetrate through clothing and 
shoes. As it storms, I look out from my cozy warm 
kitchen to the streets and worry about our folks and 
hope they find shelter. After such a night they can come 
to us wet and exhausted.  
  
One morning in early spring after such a night, a man 
came into the Center with a foot wrapped in a tee shirt 
and plastic bag, explaining that the sole of his shoe had 
come off during the night. Seeing the look on my face, 
he smiled and said, "It’s okay – I have a pair of warm, dry 
socks in my backpack." It occurred to me then, wouldn't 
it be nice if all of the men started off the year with at 
least one pair of warm, dry socks in their 
backpacks. And I decided to see how many pairs I could 
collect to take to the Center and give them out during 
this Winter Holiday season.  
  
Who are these folks and what has happened to them to 
bring them to the Center? These men could be our 
brothers, our uncles, our nephews or our sons. They are 
people like you and me who have just fallen on hard 
times.  I suppose there are as many different stories as 
there are men, but many were born into poverty, raised 
in poverty, did not have jobs that paid decent wages and 
just never got a break. Some are middle-aged men who 
lost their jobs and were too old or inadequately skilled to 
get back into the job market. Some have had issues that 
may have given them a spotty work record.  But for the 
most part these are men who have not given up and 
are still trying and do not whine. They are grateful for 
anything and everything done for them at the Center 
and, although I don't do much except sit at the door to 
watch them come and go, they never seem to forget to 
thank me. As I have said, wouldn't it be nice if they could 
start off the New Year with warm socks!  
  
I will take any socks donated by Sherman Garden 
residents to the Hospitality Center and make certain that 
Sue Murphy knows they came from us because, like the 
rest of Evanston, we do care about those who need a 
little bit of a boost, and because warm dry feet are 
simply a wonderful and healthy comfort. Cotton socks 



and some wool socks don't dry fast, so a blend is the 
best.  TJ Maxx has running socks that are supposed to 
dry quickly, but I expect that Marshalls, 
Target, and Walgreens have them too. Hope to see you 
at the SGA Holiday Party before or after you donate one 
or more pairs of socks for homeless men of Evanston! 
  

 ###  
  

 HOLIDAY THINGS TO DO WITH KIDS  
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864)  
 
Evanston Warm Bevvy Walk. On Thursday, December 7 
from 5:00 to 8:00 pm, businesses along the Main-
Dempster Mile will offer free warm beverages (alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic) to strolling shoppers. All ages are 
welcome but registration is required.      
www.visitchicagonorthshore.com/Details?e=2836  
  
Downtown Evanston Tree Lighting. On Saturday, 
December 9, Mayor Hagerty will throw the switch to 
light up a giant holiday tree at Church Street Plaza 
(Church Street and Maple Ave). Festivities begin at 5:00 
and include sing-a-longs and holiday music by the 
Evanston Children’s Choir and several other groups. 
After the outdoor ceremony, you can have hot chocolate 
and take photos with Santa at The Merion (1611 Chicago 
Ave) and Mrs. Claus at the Hilton Garden Inn (1818 
Maple Ave.). 
See www.cityofevanston.org/Home/Components/Calen
dar/Event/4481/ for more info.  
  
Holiday Train. The Chicago Transit Authority’s lavishly 
decorated Holiday Train will travel through Evanston 
bearing Santa on December 13, 15, 16, and 21. The 
Holiday Train replaces a regularly-scheduled train and 
travels the regular purple line express route from 
Howard Street to Linden, then down to the Loop, back 
up to Linden and finally back to Howard, usually running 
behind schedule all way. Decorated inside and out and 
staffed by costumed workers who hand out candy canes, 
it is an unforgettable sensory experience. Holiday music 
plays over the train’s speaker system and the 
decorations include twinkling lights, wrapping 
paper, and tinsel. The seats themselves are covered in 
holiday-themed prints. Where ads are usually posted 
above the windows, placards offer silly winter and 
holiday jokes. Santa himself travels in a sleigh mounted 
on a special flatbed car in the middle of the train. For 
those looking to get their photos taken with Santa, the 
Holiday Train will pause for a half hour or more at the 
Linden stop on December 16 only. The exact schedule 

for each date will be posted 
at www.transitchicago.com/holidaytrain/.  
  
New Year’s Eve. On December 31, First Night Evanston 
will again offer a family-friendly New Year’s Eve 
celebration just a few blocks from Sherman Gardens. In 
the past, activities have included multiple music 
concerts, improv comedy, magicians, line dancing, and a 
teen band contest. Few details are available yet about 
this year’s lineup but check 
https://firstnightevanston.org/wp/ for updates as the 
end of 2017 approaches.  

### 
  

LOCAL SOURCE FOR ODD-JOB HELP  
Sent to Sarah Vanderwicken (1864)   
By: Evan Girard, Ridge  
RE: Entrepreneurial high school students will do your 
chores for you:  ChoreBug  
  
Hi, neighbors!   
I volunteer as a mentor with Evanston Scholars 
<https://www.evanstonscholars.org/>.   
I've been impressed with the hard work ethic of the 
student scholars in this organization. They are teens 
focused on the goal of being the first generation in their 
families to get to (and through) college. In addition to 
maintaining good grades and participating in many high 
school extracurriculars, like sports, clubs and 
volunteering, they also work part-time.   
  

 
One impressive Evanston Scholar, Michael Barrera, 
recently “pitched” me on one of his entrepreneurial 
endeavors, ChoreBug LLC <www.chorebug.com>, which 
employs ETHS youth to do odd jobs for local community 
members. Michael and his fellow ChoreBug crew 
members will do your yard work or other odd jobs. 
They'd appreciate your word-of-mouth referrals to 
neighbors and friends. 



  
Avante Price, ChoreBug founder: 206.883.7072  
www.chorebug.com  
https://youtu.be/GxTNtV4tlCs  
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/evanston/new
s/ct-evr-shout-out-avante-price-tl-0706-20170628-
story,amp.html  
  
Thanks for supporting our local youth,  
Evan, Evanston Scholars  

  
 ###  

  
KIDDE RECALLS FIRE EXTINGUISHERS   
From Margit Joelo (1860)  
  
In connection with a major fire safety recall, Kidde is 
offering to replace about 18 million faulty fire 

extinguishers. The product recall involves 
two styles of Kidde disposable fire 
extinguishers: plastic handle fire 
extinguishers and plastic push-button fire 
extinguishers. Units with metal 
handles/valve assemblies are not included 
in the recall. Notices about this 
recall are posted on the bulletin boards in 
all SGA building entrances.    

  
The recall date is 11/2/17; the recall number is 18-022. 
The fire extinguishers were manufactured between 
1/1/73 and 8/15/17. For replacements, consumers can 
contact Kidde toll-free at 855.271.0773 
or online at www.kidde.com (click on “Product Safety 
Recall” for more information).     

 ###  
 

 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
SGA DIRECTORY 
At the end of December, sheets will be distributed to 
update the SGA Directory for 2018. Please promptly 
complete the form and pass it on to your Building 
Coordinator. Producing the Directory is a big job and 
your cooperation is both needed and appreciated. 
Please note: the Directory is used by SGA residents only 
and is not given or sold to anyone outside of the 
complex, so there should be no concerns about the 
security of your info. 

 
YOUR PACKAGES 
With all the on-line shopping that everyone does around 
the holidays and all the package thieves that are around 
all year long, take a moment to bring all packages that 
are left in your lobby inside. They should be put in the 
2nd Class Mail Room so they are less visible to any 
strangers or visitors. 
 
KEEP YOUR IDENTITY SAFE 
REDUCE YOUR PAPER TRAIL: Shred financial and other 
personal documents before disposing of them. Consider 
electronic delivery of documents if it’s available. Store 
your confidential documents in a secure location. 
PROTECT YOUR SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: Don’t carry 
the card with you or write your number on a check. 
Provide your number as identification only when 
required. 
KEEP YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION PRIVATE: Never 
provide personal info over the phone, through US mail, 
via email or over the internet unless you know the 
request is legitimate and the site is secure. (Look for 
“HTTPS” at the beginning of the URL.) 
WATCH OUT FOR POP-UPS AND LINKS: Thieves use these 
to try to acquire your personal information. Don’t click 
on a pop-up ad or link in an unsolicited email. 
STAY VIRUS-FREE: Keep your computer security and anti-
virus software up to date. 
CREATE PASSWORDS THAT ARE HARD TO GUESS: Don’t 
use obvious passwords. Change your passwords often 
and don’t use the same password for every account. 
CHECK YOUR CREDIT REPORT: You are entitled to a free 
copy of your credit report each year if you request it. 
Visit www.AnnualCreditReport.com, call 877.322.8228 or 
write to Annual Credit Report Request Service, PO Box 
105281, Atlanta GA 30348-5281 to order your credit 
report. [I received a request that looked like a bill to get 
warranty coverage for my car repairs – I have never 
owned a car! I also received an email from one of my 
neighbors that I communicate with that had a link in it. I 
contacted the neighbor and found out they had not sent 
anything like that to me so I deleted the email from my 
account without clicking on the link.] 
 
BARGAINS 
Best time to buy: major appliances, cookware, small 
electronics, toys, and TVs. Keep an eye out for discounts 
on gift cards. It’s also not uncommon to see clothing 
store and chain restaurants offer a free $10 gift card 
with the purchase of a $50 card.  
 
 
 



DATES 
Dec 8: Celebrate International Lost and Found Day by 
tracking down forgotten bank accounts, neglected 
insurance policies, and uncashed paychecks. State and 
local governments hold $40B of such unclaimed 
property. For more information, go to 
kiplinger.com/links/forgotten. 
Dec 11: This is “Green Monday” because it’s one of the 
most lucrative days of the year for online retailers. Some 
will celebrate by temporarily cutting prices on popular 
items – look for tech and other deals at BestBuy.com and 
Walmart.com. 
Dec 15: Open enrollment for coverage through the 
Affordable Care Act ends this day, a month and a half 
earlier than previous years. Visit www.healthcare.gov for 
more information or to begin an application for a plan in 
your state. 
 

### 
 
 
The newsletter accepts paid classified ads.  
Residents:  $5 for 3 consecutive months 
Non-residents:  $10 for 3 months 
Approximately 60 words or 3.5” wide x 2” long maximum. 
 
 

For Deep or Swedish massage 
please contact Inna 

1862 Sherman Avenue 
(773) 885-3150 

 
 
 
 
 

TAI CHI CHIH 
A non-martial art form of Tai Chi - proven 
by National Institute of Health. studies to 
improve the inner organ functioning, 
musculature, immune system as well as 
balance, stress, etc. Based on the 
Chinese self-healing tradition of Chi Gong, 
soft movements allow the chi energy (life force) to flow in a 
meditative way in the body and mind. 19 independent 
movements quite easy to learn make the benefits well 
accessible to the Western Lifestyle. This class is for beginners, 
all ages and abilities. 
 
For info call Blair Laden in 1864 at 847-630-0675. 
Certified teacher. Class is Fridays 10-11 a.m. at Noyes 
Cultural Art Center. 
 
 
 
 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2018 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
  
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1866 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – Sherre Brutzkus 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Olga Ryskin, Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Rosemary Powers, Diane Keely 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Ziggy Moric 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written by 
Jeanie Henry, Roving Reporter Cherie Fisher, Diane 
Keely, and Diane Petersmarck along with various other 
residents (submissions welcome) and produced by Diane 
Petersmarck. 


