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Another new and unusual plant brought to SGA by Joyce 
O'Callahan (1860). This really big-leaved plant is down the 
sidewalk leading from the courtyard to the back driveway. 

Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 

 
 
WELCOMING SGA’S NEWEST RESIDENT 
Kalnan Michael Benjamin 
1860 2SE 
michaelbenjam@gmail.com 
312.965.0614 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Our next Association meeting is Monday, October 30 at 
7:30 pm in the 1860 basement. This is our Annual Budget 
Meeting, and our auditor will be present to go over the 
financial report (put under your door recently) and 
answer questions. Residents will be able to ask the 
trustees questions too. The discussion can enhance 
understanding of your monthly assessments.  Do attend! 
 
Halloween Trick or Treating will be on Tuesday, October  
31. Information will be posted on flyers for those who 
want to participate. We are working to have more 
activities for the children at Sherman Gardens.   
 

Our second Art Salon is scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 8 at 7:30 pm in the 1860 basement. Our first 
salon was a lot of fun, and you’ll have another chance to 
see some wonderful art work and chat with your 
neighbors.   
 
Our Annual Holiday Party will be in December. The date 
will be announced later. 
 
FACEBOOK PAGE 
Thanks to Phil Osborne and Allen Feuerstein, our 
Facebook page is working!!  We currently have 35 
members, and residents are using it to ask questions, 
suggest activities, and share information. The closed 
group is titled “Sherman Garden Community” if you’d like 
to join.     
 
FUTURE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
We had an open forum at our meeting on September 13. 
Attendance was very good, and there were many great 
suggestions. Thanks go to Anastasia Wehrenberg for her 
notetaking so the building coordinators and officers can 
discuss the suggestions at our next meeting.  Ideas 
included: 
• Changing the summer party to Labor Day so there is 

more time between parties 
• Possible yard sale in the summer – would need to be 

organized and managed by residents 
• Yearly social calendar so residents can schedule 

accordingly 
• Monthly activity with a speaker, a party, or a 

business meeting. Speaker suggestions: 
o Increasing energy efficiency here at Sherman 

Gardens, which could reduce assessments 
o Judy Fiske on First Ward news and changes in 

Evanston 
o Police or other public department 

representatives 
o Aging gracefully or legal issues 

 
BOOK CLUB 
The Sherman Garden Book Group’s next meeting is on 
Friday, October 27, at 7:00 pm. It will be hosted by Blair 
Laden at 1864-2SE. The book is Desert Flower: The 
Extraordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad by Waris Dirie 
and Cathleen Miller. 
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Waris Dirie ran away from her oppressive life in Africa 
and traveled alone across the Somali desert to 
Mogadishu, then to London, and finally to New York City 
where she became a human rights ambassador for the 
United Nations. 
 
We would love to have you join us. Please let me know if 
you would like more information about the group. 
Thanks, Anastasia Wehrenberg at avwvickie@aol.com. 
 
Contact Sue Lafferty, SGAA President at 847.475.8625 
or suelafferty2@gmail.com if you have comments or 
suggestions about current social events or possible future 
activities.  

### 
 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 
PARKING LOT GATES 
We are in the process of 
purchasing cameras for the 
inbound and outbound gates, in 

the parking lot. We've learned a lot! Our initial plan was 
for wireless cameras, but further review of the 
installation procedure revealed that wireless isn't always 
the best system, so we are now looking at a hard wire 
system. We are waiting for the bid to install the electrical 
connections needed and hope to be able to move 
forward by the third week in October. Thank you for your 
patience.  (JC) 
 
GARNETT PLACE PARKING LOT  
Speaking of parking lots, you probably have noticed the 
work going on just north of our parking lot and just south 
of Symphony of Evanston. The city has done some major 
cleanup work back there and will be putting in a monthly 
permit parking lot. (DP) 
  
SECURITY DOORS 
When having workmen in your apartment, please do not 
prop front or back security doors open. This is not fair to 
the other residents in your building as no one is 
regulating who else could be walking in unattended. 
Electrical tape has been used to cover the face plate of 
the front door of 1860 recently. (DP) 
 
UNITS FOR SALE 
1864 6NW - $100,000 
2BR/1B 
Listing Agent: Samuel Ciochon 
Coldwell Banker 312.751.9100 
MLS#: 09665763 

### 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A WELCOMING 
CITY? 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
In December 2016, then-Mayor Elizabeth Tisdahl and the 
City Council voted to affirm Evanston’s Welcoming City 
ordinance. Though the ordinance does not use the phrase 
“sanctuary city” (i.e., cities that limit their cooperation 
with federal agencies in enforcing immigration laws), 
being a "welcoming city" means the same thing – and 
more. 
 
The first sentence of the ordinance is: “The City of 
Evanston welcomes diversity and believes that all 
individuals living in or visiting the City of Evanston should 
be treated fairly and with respect and dignity.” It goes on 
to spell out specific actions that are prohibited by City 
employees and City agencies including disclosing a 
person’s immigration or citizenship status, threatening a 
person based on immigration status, or withholding 
services from someone because of known or suspected 
immigration status. 
 
Police and other City agents are also not allowed to 
detain a person based solely on concerns about their 
immigration status or assist federal Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement agents with their investigations.  
 
There are some exceptions to these rules such as when 
an arrest warrant has been issued for a criminal (non-
immigration) offense and when the person is a convicted 
felon or known gang member. 
 
The language in the ordinance is clear about why these 
policies benefit the City of Evanston and reflect 
community values. “The City Council finds that achieving 
and maintaining a community that treats documented 
and undocumented immigrants with respect and dignity 
is in line with the public policy of the City and the 
principles upon which the United States was founded.” 
 
Current Mayor Steve Hagerty has taken several 
opportunities to express his support for the “welcoming 
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city” concept. The City’s website has more information 
about what the ordinance means and a long list of 
“Welcoming City Resources”: 
www.cityofevanston.org/about-evanston/welcoming-
city-resources.  
 
In January, Evanston/Skokie School District 65 also 
unanimously approved a “Safe Haven School” resolution 
that protects students and their families from 
discrimination based on immigration status and prohibits 
District employees from cooperating with ICE. The District 
65 website states, “[W]e enthusiastically embrace our 
responsibility to welcome and educate all students and to 
celebrate every child's contribution to our diverse 
learning community.” 

### 
 
ARTISTS AND EDUCATORS: DANIELA 
KOVACIC AND SAMUEL DETCH (1864) 
By Rebecca Shereikis (1856) 
 

I recently sat down with Daniela Kovacic and Samuel 
Detch to learn more about the lives and artistic 
endeavors of this dynamic couple, who joined the SGA 
community just over a year ago. 
 
Daniela grew up in Chile’s southern Patagonia region. Her 
father, an architect who liked to paint, filled the house 
with art books and gave Daniela her own easel at an early 
age. Daniela reports that she has loved painting as long as 
she can remember. Even though the art books she looked 

at as a child featured mostly male painters, she knew that 
painting was her path and continued to work at it, 
majoring in art at the Universidad Finis Terrae in 
Santiago. 
 
Meanwhile, growing up in Mt. Prospect, Illinois, Sam 
Detch also knew from a young age that he wanted to be 
an artist, leading him to pursue a BA in Fine Arts at the 
University of Michigan’s School of Art and Design. A class 
during his freshman year titled “From Clay to Bronze” 
turned out to be a life-changer. He was captivated by 
bronze’s longevity but also by the complex casting 
process that involves making clay models, wax molds, and 
myriad other micro-processes. Working in bronze 
became, in Sam’s words, an obsession, and he decided to 
take his training to the next level.  
 
Sam and Daniela’s paths converged at the New York 
Academy of Art, where they were both accepted into the 
MFA program. Sam focused on figurative sculpture and 
drawing and Daniela on oil painting. After graduating in 
2013, Sam began working as a head technician for a 
sculptor in New York, while Daniela was expected to 
return to Chile—a condition of the Fulbright and Chilean 
government grants that had fully funded her graduate 
studies. So the pair faced a decision about their future 
together. Just before Daniela was to leave for home they 
got engaged and Sam accompanied her to Chile. 
 
They spent three years in Punta Arenas, Chile’s 
southernmost city located on the coast of the Strait of 
Magellan—the natural passage between the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans that winds through southern Argentina 
and Chile. Daniela landed a job as curator and manager of 
a new visitor’s center for the Strait of Magellan—a 
challenging but exciting project with many moving parts. 
She describes this phase of her life as a “juggling act.” 
 
While Daniela juggled, Sam had plenty of uninterrupted 
time to sculpt. He describes this experience as “great and 
terrible at the same time.” Outside of the structure 
provided by school, he could experiment and do what he 
wanted with his art, which was liberating. The flip side, 
though, was isolation and over-involvement in his work. 
When sculpting began to feel more stressful and 
overwhelming than enjoyable, he decided to stop 
sculpting, at least for the time being.   
 
When Daniela had completed her work for the Visitor’s 
Center, the couple decided to move to the US. Initially, 
the artists’ mecca of New York beckoned, but the high 
cost of living was a deterrent. Around the same time, 
Sam’s mother decided to move to Evanston and, while 
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helping her with this transition, they fell in love with the 
town. They were thrilled to eventually find an affordable 
unit in Sherman Gardens and they report liking the 
location and especially the SGA community, made up of 
genuine and interesting people. 
 
Sam now works as a preschool teacher at Learning Bridge 
Early Education Center (formerly Child Care Center of 
Evanston) on the corner of Asbury and Emerson. He loves 
his job and the kids (not to mention the short commute!). 
Especially rewarding for him is working with children with 
special educational needs and discovering the gift that 
each possesses. In fact, he is currently studying for a 
second MA in early childhood special education. While no 
longer actively sculpting, he has not ruled out returning 
to it someday. 
 

Daniela continues to paint, creating work that explores 
different topics around self-identity, largely through the 
depiction of women and children. She has mounted solo 
shows in Chile, and participated in group exhibitions in 
Chile, Bogota, Paris, Berlin, Venice, and New York. She 
currently has a piece in the “Woman as Warrior” 
exhibition at the Zhou B Art Center (1029 West 35th) in 
Chicago that runs through October 13. In his review of 
the show for New City, art critic Chris Miller singled out 
for praise Daniela’s contribution—a piece titled “The 
Knowledge” that “depicts a young girl staring at the 
viewer while playing with nested Russian dolls. “ Miller 
writes, “That stare could cut through steel—it’s the most 

powerful expression in the entire exhibit—yet it does not 
come from strong colors or distorted line.”  Daniela 
recently moved to a new studio space in the Noyes 
Cultural Art Center. You can visit her there yourself 
during the Evanston Art Tour—a free event sponsored by 
Evanston Made taking place on Saturday, October 14 
from 12:00 to 5:00 pm.  For more information on this 
event, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/events/124600188198152/ 
 
To view some of Daniela’s and Sam’s art, you can visit 
their websites: 
http://www.daniela-kovacic.com 
http://www.samdetchsculpture.com/index.html 
 

### 
 
ANNOUNCING “CULTURE CONVERSATIONS” 
 
The SGA 
Association is 
starting an 
English/Chinese 
conversation group 
about culture and 
nationality. We 
expect the 
members of the 
group will learn vocabularies and expressions associated 
with culture in English/Chinese. The group will be led by 
Hsiu Ling Robertson (1862 3SE), a professor of Chinese at 
Northwestern University. Residents who would like to 
participate or have questions, may contact Hsiu Ling at 
847.728.8388 or hslin0920@gmail.com. 
 
WHEN: Tuesdays at 7:00-8:00pm from October 17 to 
December 5, and resuming in January 
WHERE: Diane Keely’s apartment, 1866-7NW (for the first 
meeting) 
WHO: SGA residents who are interested in Chinese 
culture, including those of Chinese descent, those who 
have lived in or traveled to China, and those who want to 
practice speaking in Chinese or English 
WHAT: Culture Conversations aims to increase fluency in 
speaking English and Chinese 
 
During the weekly Chinese/English Culture Conversations, 
we hope participants will feel free to express different 
views on what is important about Chinese culture, to 
share their ideas about how best to support and 
contribute to developing a vision for culture in China, and 
to discuss what priorities will support the future 
development of culture among people in the United 
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States. Sample conversation topics include:  
 
· What defines a culture? For example, music, literature, 
norms for behavior, shared beliefs, etc. 
· What are the most important values in your culture? 
· What in your culture are you most proud of? 
· What is the best/most important thing your culture has 
given to the world? 
· What do you want the future for culture in China to be 
like? 
· When people from other countries think about your 
culture, what usually comes to mind? 
· What has surprised or confused you when you've met 
people from other countries? 
· Have you ever experienced culture shock? 
· What do you think is important when visiting another 
culture? 
· Do you think people should adapt to the customs and 
culture of the country they are visiting? 
· If a group of people just came to your country from 
overseas, what advice would you give them? 
· What cultures besides your own do you admire? Why? 
 

### 
 
NEXTDOOR DOWNTOWN EVANSTON 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 

                 
 
Anyone interested in exchanging local information with 
neighbors outside of Sherman Gardens might want to try 
NextDoor, a free social networking site that allows 
neighbors to post messages, make announcements, offer 
items for free or for sale, and ask the community for 
recommendations or information. 
 
The posts on any given day can range from alerts about 
nearby crimes to listings of cultural events and offers of 
free furniture. On one recent day, there were posts 
related to a dog walker, things to do with children in Italy, 
emergency water heater service, a driving test for 
seniors, a free couch, clothes for sale, and a local youth 
group fundraiser. Note that items offered for free are 
often snatched up quickly.  
 
It is free to join and use NextDoor but you need to set up 
an account. Based on the address you provide, Nextdoor 
will offer you the closest “neighborhood.” Sherman 
Gardens is in the Downtown Evanston neighborhood but 

you can also choose to join up to 27 nearby 
neighborhoods that cover most of Evanston plus adjacent 
communities like Wilmette, Skokie, and Rogers Park. As 
of September 28, the Downtown Evanston neighborhood 
had 320 members. 
 
Once you have joined, it is a good idea to wade through 
the settings in your account. For example, one option is 
to receive an email every time something is posted for 
your neighborhood. This can result in dozens of emails 
per day. Another option is receive a “daily digest” by 
email that lists the subjects of all postings from that day. 
In each email digest and on the site, you can click on each 
posting to read more or follow a discussion thread.  
 
Alternatively, instead of receiving emails from NextDoor, 
you can log onto the site and browse through recent 
postings which are grouped by categories such as 
Recommendations, Events, Free Items, and Lost and 
Found. NextDoor also makes it easy to reply to others’ 
postings or post your own. More info at: 
https://nextdoor.com/about_us/. 
 

### 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
GARDEN 
> Have you checked out the elephant ear behind 1862, 
truly a remarkable plant? It just keeps growing and 
growing. I’ve also enjoyed sitting on the patio and 
watching the Moon Flowers slowly open. And we have 
added some color with strategically placed mums. Our 
garden keeps changing and getting better. 
> I want to take this opportunity to again thank all the 
money and plant/tree givers, the planters, planners, the 
waterers and the weeders for all the work they have 
done this year. Best year yet! 
> Remember your contribution to the garden is very 
much needed and welcomed even at this late date in the 
growing season. Just give your contribution to one of the 
Garden Volunteers or to Jeanie Henry, Treasurer. Plants 
are also welcome. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
> How are you coming with installing automatic door 
closers on your front and back doors?  Try to get this 



taken care of before the end of the year.   
> Have you changed your keys recently?  Have you lived 
here for a while and feel you should re-key your unit?  If 
so, please make sure the Maintenance Staff has a set of 
your keys.  If you don’t remember whether they do or 
not, now is the time to check. 
 
BARGAINS 
Check out the Dollar Store at Dodge and Dempster. It‘s a 
great place to get cleaning supplies and mops.  The price 
is definitely worth it.  You can swing by Goodwill with 
drop-off items and see if there’s something you simply 
must have. 
 
EATS 
> This month is Asian food!  I went to Shang Noodle & 
Chinese at 608 Davis Street (former home of Phoenix 
Inn.)  They offer a wide variety of dishes, both noodles 
and Chinese food.  The Hot and Sour Soup which started 
my meal was one of the best I have had in a very long 
time – full of flavor, ingredients and a bit spicy. The price 
is definitely good, around $10 for lunch.   
> A week later I went to Indo-Chinese Kitchen/Red Hot 
Chili Pepper at 500 Davis, just down the street.  The 
servings are bigger but so is the price.  Their Hot and Sour 
Soup was a disappointment after having Shang’s.  I also 
tried the Hunan Style Chicken. They serve small plates, 
big plates, vegetarian and noodles. 
> Next month I plan to check out two additional new 
Chinese restaurants.  Do I sense a trend? 
> Wednesday, Oct 4, at Blaze Pizza: $4.00 pizza after 4 
pm. Nonconformist Day! 
 
DATES  
> Oct 10: For Fire Prevention Week, prepare a map of 
your unit marking exits and a way out.  Go over this info 
with your children and others in your household.  Also 
review your homeowner’s policy. 
> Oct 14: Open enrollment begins for private Medicare 
Part D prescription-drug plan and Advantage plans. 
> Deal of the month:  Check out tablets during October.  
Expect discounts of up to 20% on older tablet and IPad 
models. 
> Don’t forget about TSA PreCheck ($85 for 5 years) or 
Global Entry ($100 for 4 years).  Make your holiday travel 
easier. 
 
RUMMAGE SALES 
Christ Church – Winnetka Fall Sale 
470 Maple (Oak & Maple) /847.446.2850 
Thu Oct 5 / 7 am-3 pm 
CASH/ $100 Check Cashing/onsite ATM 
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church – Park Ridge Fall Sale 

1300 W Crescent Ave / 847.823.4135 
Fri Oct 20, 6-8pm ($5 fee) & Sat Oct 21, 9 am-3 pm 
CASH and checks w/ proper ID 
Winnetka Congregational Church – Winnetka Fall Sale 
620 Lincoln (corner of Lincoln/Pine) / 847.446.0575 
Sat Oct 21 / 8 am-2 pm  
CASH/ checks over $25/credit cards over $50 
First United Methodist – Evanston 
516 Church / 847.864.6181 
Sat Oct 28 / 9 am-3 pm.  CASH only 
 

### 
 

 
Norman White (1860) started preschool on September 5th, so 
we had to wait until this issue to see his first day picture. 

Photo by Barbra White  
 

WHAT DID YOU SAY? 
By Diane Petersmarck  (1860) 
 
"There's more than one way to skin a cat." 
My grandmother used to say this when a different way 
was needed to solve a problem. She taught six 
grandchildren how to keep trying and think "outside the 
box."  We used to describe a jungle-gym trick as "skin the 
cat" but I always thought these were strange references 
to cats, as we fed many inside and outside the house. 
Diane Keely (1866) 



I wouldn't have given a plugged nickel." Which is defined 
by yet another idiom, "Not a ghost of a chance." 
Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
Lorna Galich (1860) had a bunch of them:  
"A penny saved is a penny earned." 
"Dollars to donuts." 
"Good things come in small packages." (her personal 
favorite because of her small stature). 

### 
 

 
Recent 4:00 patio group: Walter Henebry (1866), Sue Lafferty 
(1856), Jerry and Lorna Galich (1860), Jeanie Henry (1862) and 
Emma Harmon (1856).        Photo by Beatrice (Mrs. Harmon's aide) 
 

 
The purples in the foreground are a feast for the eyes.                                      

Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 
 

The newsletter accepts paid classified ads.  
Residents:  $5 for 3 consecutive months 
Non-residents:  $10 for 3 months 
Approximately 60 words or 3.5” wide x 2” long maximum. 
 
 

For Deep or Swedish massage 
please contact Inna 

1862 Sherman Avenue 
(773) 885-3150 

 
 
 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2018 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
  
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1866 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – BJ Riedel, Sherre Brutzkus 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Olga Ryskin, Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Rosemary Powers, Diane Keely 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
hsd@hhsg.net 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Ziggy Moric 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written by 
Jeanie Henry, Roving Reporter Cherie Fisher, Diane Keely, 
and Diane Petersmarck along with various other residents 
(submissions welcome) and produced by Diane 
Petersmarck. 


