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Joyce O'Callahan (1860) started moonflower plants from seed 
this spring. They bloom in the evening and close up with the 
daylight. Just gorgeous!      Photo by Diane Petersmarck 
 

 
 

ANNUAL SUMMER PARTY 
Our summer party on Sunday, August 13 was a major 
success!  The weather was beautiful, and we were able to 
enjoy good food and good friends. A few pictures can be 
found on page 8. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Our next Association meeting takes place on Wednesday, 
September 13 at 7:30 pm in the 1860 basement.  Allen 
Feuerstein and Phil Osborne will discuss 
our Facebook page and give you an opportunity to sign 

up. We will also talk about how to use Facebook group 
options. Please come if you have any questions or 
suggestions. Our FB group is named Sherman Garden 
Community, and we currently have 27 members.    
 
The SGA Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, 
October 30 at 7:00 pm in the 1860 basement  with our 
auditor and our Trustees. You will learn details about our 
financial status and have an opportunity to ask the 
Trustees questions.  This is always a very important 
meeting for certificate holders, and we hope everyone 
attends.     
 
The second Art Salon is scheduled for Wednesday, 
November 8 at 7:30 pm. A different group of artists from 
Sherman Gardens will participate this time, and we 
believe it will be as much fun as the first.  
 
Our annual holiday party will be in December. The date 
will be announced later.    
 
BOOK CLUB 
The Sherman Garden Book Group will meet on Friday, 
September 22 at 7:00 pm. It will be hosted by Sue 
Lafferty at 1856 4SC. The book is A Man Called Ove by 
Fredrik Backman. This feel-good story about the angry old 
man next door is a thoughtful exploration of the 
profound impact one life has on countless others. We’d 
love to have you join us. Please let me know if you would 
like more information about the group. Thanks, Anastasia 
Wehrenberg at avwvickie@aol.com.  
 
Contact Sue Lafferty, SGAA President at 847.475.8625 
or suelafferty2@gmail.com if you have comments or suggestions 
about current social events or possible future activities.  

 
Ed.: Last month we neglected to give 
photo credit to David Miller (1860) 
for his excellent picture of the 
loaded food table. A belated thanks, 
David! 
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
August has actually been a fairly 
quiet month at SGA. We've 
enjoyed lovely weather, many 
patio gatherings and the beautiful 
courtyard gardens. Our thanks go 

out to our courtyard gardening chiefs, Joyce O'Callahan 
(1860), Phil Osborne (1856) and Diane Keely (1866), along 
with the many that have lent a hand. 
 
The landscaping project went well on the north side of 
1862 and 1864. Although residents of those buildings 
may have noticed some water in the basement after we 
got close to an inch of rain in a very short period of time 
on Tuesday the 28th, we ask you to remember that the 
landscaping was just the prelude to the concrete work 
that must be done for a final fix. Once part two is 
completed, the problem should be solved. 
 
As far as future projects, we are still trying to nail down a 
start date for the courtyard sidewalk leveling project. We 
are also once again investigating sources for a camera for 
the parking lot gate so that they can be closed. We are 
getting bids for 1st-floor repainting in all five entrances.  
 
Longer term projects include yet another revision of the 
Rules & Regulations in an attempt to clarify a few issues 
that have come up in the past year or so. We are 
considering an update to the lease - which hasn't been 
"refreshed" since the late 1970's. But most importantly, 
we reviewed the Trust's financial status with Andrew 
Lott, our financial auditor, and are working through plans 
for income and expenses in 2018 and beyond. We hope 
to see you at the October 30th Annual Meeting where 
Andrew will present his report on our 2016/2017 fiscal 
year and answer questions. 
 
UNITS FOR SALE  
1856 7SC - $87,000 
3BR/1.5B 
Listing Agent: Gerry Gibbs 
Baird and Warner 847.905.5212 
MLS# 09278746 
 
1864 1NE - $94,500 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Listing Agent: Susan Roche 
Coldwell Banker 847.866.8200 
MLS#: 09692408 
 
 
 

 
1864 6NW - $100,000 
2BR/1B 
Listing Agent: Samuel Ciochon 
Coldwell Banker 312.751.9100 
MLS#: 09665763 
 
1866 6NE - $87,900 
2BR/1B/Balcony 
Listing Agents: Ron Ehlers/Annette Logan 
Jameson Sotheby's International 847.869.7300 
MLS#: 09628604  

### 
 

SHERMAN GARDEN’S FACEBOOK PAGE 
By Allen Feuerstein (1856) 
 
The Sherman Garden Community Facebook page is now 
up and running. Only members can post and be active on 
the site. There are now 27 members and many have 
already posted messages and pictures. We invite 
everyone to join because this is a way we can develop our 
community and friendships. Share a thought, post 
something nice, share a photo, talk to a neighbor. You’ll 
soon become acquainted with more of SGA’s interesting 
people. 
 
While the introductory page is open for public viewing, 
the rest of the site is restricted to members. These are 
“closed group” community pages. All Groups will also be 
“closed” (restricted) to their own members. At present, 
the Groups include: 
• Sherman Garden Community: For general-interest 

activities, announcements, events, or conversation. 
• SG Gardeners: For persons interested in gardening 

activities. 
• SG Golfers: For people who would like to golf 

together or talk golf. 
• SG Book Group: Members of the Book Club can join. 
 
A personal Facebook account is required. If you don’t 
already have one, go to facebook.com to set yours up.   
• Type the group name, Sherman Garden Community, 

in the search box that has the “F.” Check to see that 
the picture shows our SGA buildings — there are 
Sherman Garden groups in many other places. 

• Click on the ”JOIN” button. In a little while, an 
administrator (either Allen Feuerstein or Phil 
Osborne) will respond and accept you as a member.  

 
### 

 



A JOURNEYMAN CARPENTER’S LEGACY 
By Diane Keely (1866) 
 
About a month ago, Jane Danielson-Rickard (1864) was 
walking past the dumpsters on her way to a medical 
appointment when she noticed a handsome chest of 
drawers. So taken with it, she prayed all the way to the 
doctor’s and back that it would not be taken before she 
returned.  Luckily, it was not. John Ritzenthaler and Allen 
Feuerstein helped bring it into her apartment.  Aware of 
its beautiful wood and knobs darkened with tarnish and 
age, she opened a drawer and saw the interior was cedar, 
a sign of quality. There were a few miscellaneous items in 
the drawers and, surprisingly, the first thing she picked 
up was an item with the previous owner’s name, a fellow 
resident. Having some possible value of its own, Jane 
returned the item to that person. 
 

 
Above the chest of drawers is a photo (at right) of Jane’s 
grandfather and (at left) his wife. Atop the dresser is a box her 
grandfather made by hand.              Photo by Diane Keely 
 
Jane carefully cleaned the chest with Wax and Shine, a 
linseed oil and beeswax product that Jane says is “the 
best for furniture.”  She knew how to clean the brass 
knobs in a tumbler and they “came out beautifully.”  (One 
knob from the top drawer was missing so she replaced 
that one and three others with glass knobs that she likes 
very much.) After cleaning the dresser’s front and sides, 
she later decided to clean the back too. When she swiped 
the top right side with her cleaning cloth, she was startled 
and amazed to see emerge from the dirt the three initials 

D D D in vertical order. Immediately she recognized those 
letters by their design as the work of her grandfather, 
David Daniel Danielson, a journeyman carpenter and 
skilled furniture maker. Jane had inherited her 
grandfather’s tools and quickly sought out his hammer 
with the identically carved initials D D. (See them in the 
photo and judge for yourself. Jane does recognize that 
she is possibly mistaken about the connection.)   

 
Compare the dresser’s DDDs to the hammer’s DDs.   
Photo by Jane Danielson-Rickard 
 
As a young girl, Jane would sit and talk with her 
grandfather as he carved, alarming her mother and 
grandmother when he showed her how to use sharp 
knives. He used only hand tools, unlike Jane’s father. Jane 
prizes a toy wooden horse that “Bompa” carved for her. 
To her regret, she spent less and less time with him as he 
grew increasingly deaf while she was an “impatient 
teenager.” He died at age 98 in 1986. Jane’s grandfather 
was born in Sweden and left for America at age 19 just 
before becoming eligible for the Swedish draft. His 
beloved older brother had died of pneumonia not long 
after being drafted, and Daniel blamed the Swedish king 
for the cold and unhealthy conditions that inductees 
were suffering.  
 
Daniel came to the US “a socialist and draft resister.” Not 
speaking English, he was at first hired for his carpentry 
skills and worked in a number of Midwestern states.  He 
met his wife five or six years after immigrating. After 
meeting her, this man  – whom his son/Jane’s father 
described as normally very deliberative  – sent a week 
later for his clothes and promptly married this young 
(that is, much younger than him) woman. They were 



married some 60-70 years. She had been an indentured 
servant, a nanny for an Irish family, finishing her term of 
service in four-five years. The family had paid her passage 
from Ireland, paid a salary, and treated her well. She had 
brothers nearby and her sister, who also married a 
Swedish immigrant, lived next door to Daniel and her. 
Their children grew up like siblings. 
 
… The story will continue next month to focus on Jane’s 
mother’s Irish background and Jane’s own life and work. 
 

### 
 

 
MAYOR SEEKS CITIZENS FOR NEW CLIMATE 
WORKING GROUP 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
Evanston Mayor Steve Hagerty has announced that the 
City is looking for citizen volunteers for a new climate 
change working group. The group will review the City’s 
past climate action plans, update the greenhouse gas 
emissions inventory, and assess climate change 
vulnerabilities and risks in Evanston. The ultimate goal is 
to develop a new Climate Action and Resilience Plan. 
 
This initiative builds on efforts going back to 2006 when 
Mayor Elizabeth Tisdahl signed the US Conference of 
Mayors Climate Protection Agreement. The City adopted 
its first Climate Action Plan in 2008 and its second, an 
update to the first, in 2012. These plans describe 
strategies to reduce the City’s overall climate impact in 
categories such as Transportation and Land Use, Energy 
Efficiency, Waste Reduction and Recycling, and Education 
and Engagement. 
 
Mayor Hagerty has pledged to uphold Evanston’s 2016 
commitment to the Global Covenant of Mayors. In June, 
following President Trump’s announcement that the 
United States will withdraw from the Paris Climate 
Accord, he joined more than 300 mayors from around the 
country in vowing to uphold the spirit of the Paris Accord. 
This includes committing to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 26-28 percent relative to 2005 levels by 
2025. Through past efforts, Evanston has already reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions by almost 19 percent relative 
to 2005 levels. 
 
 

Residents interested in serving on the new working group 
are encouraged to apply by September 8. From the pool 
of applicants, the Mayor will select fifteen people with a 
range of backgrounds and experiences. More information 
at: www.cityofevanston.org/about-
evanston/sustainability/climate-change. 

### 
 

 
 

A COOPER'S HAWK! 
 
Kathy Fischer (1860 ) spotted this 
hawk in a tree outside her balcony  
having lunch (a small bird) and 
managed to get a few pictures. 
 
Cooper's hawk is a medium-sized 
hawk native to the North American 
continent and found from Southern 
Canada to Northern Mexico. As in 

many birds of prey, the male is smaller than the 
female. Wikipedia 
Scientific name: Accipiter cooperii 
Rank: Species 
Higher classification: Accipiter 
Family: Accipitridae 
Class: Aves 
Did you know: The clutch size for Cooper's hawk is 
between 2 and 6 bluish-white eggs. arkive.org 
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This photo by Rosemary Powers (1866) came to me entitled 
"late bloomers" but this hibiscus plant has been amazingly 
prolific and may continue on for another month! 
 
WHEN SGA AND CITY RESPONDED 
By Allen Feuerstein (1864) 
 
With no advance notice, No Parking-Tow Away signs were 
put up at 5:45 pm on July 24 next to our buildings along 
Emerson and Sherman to take effect the next morning at 
7:00 am. As we all know, parking enforcement in 
Evanston, especially ticketing, is aggressive. Noticing the 
signs were being put up, I called Trustee Barb Pearson for 
advice and then Diane Petersmarck, our Newsletter 
Coordinator/Trustee. Diane immediately sent out an 
email warning to all Sherman Garden residents. 
 

Next I called 311 where 
the city’s representative 
noted the complaint and 
promised to forward it to 
Parking Enforcement. 
Diane and I each sent an 
email to Alderman Judy 
Fiske, who left a City Hall 
meeting to take care of 
this issue. Alderman Fiske 
asked the Director of 

Public Works, David Stoneback, to look into the matter. 
The next morning at 6:30 am, Trustee Keith Johnson, Joe 
Kramer, and I were outside attempting to identify the 
owners of any cars still parked in the no-parking areas so 
they could move their cars. Because of Judy's phone calls,  
the contractor had been instructed by Evanston Public 
Works to take down the signs and was told 48 hours’ 
notification is required by Evanston ordinance.  
 
The responsiveness of SGA residents demonstrates the 
cooperative spirit of the Sherman Gardens community 
and of City officials too. I received this email from David 
Stoneback, Director, Public Works Agency, City of 
Evanston: “These "No-Parking" signs were 
inappropriately placed by the contractor working on the 
50/50 sidewalk replacement project. The signs were 
removed at 7:45 AM this morning by staff and the 
contractor was notified that he can't work there today 
and must post No-Parking signs 48 hours in advance in 
accordance with the City Code at this and all other 
locations.” Outcome:  no tickets! 

### 
 

FREE ADMISSION TO AREA MUSEUMS 
By Cherie LeBlanc Fisher (1864) 
 
A reminder that free days are available for Illinois 
residents at various museums. Here are the September 
dates for some of the big ones: 
 
§ Adler Planetarium: Sept. 11-17 
§ Field Museum: Sept. 10, 11, 23, 24 
§ Museum of Science and Industry: Sept. 5-8, 11-15, 18-

22, 25-29 
§ Shedd Aquarium: Sept. 6-30 
 
Other museums offer free days year round: 
§ The Art Institute of Chicago: Thursdays 5-8 pm 
§ Chicago History Museum: Tuesdays 12:30-7:30 pm 
§ DuSable Museum of African American History: 

Sundays 
§ Loyola University Museum of Art: Tuesdays 
§ McCormick Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum: 

Sundays  
§ Museum of Contemporary Art: Tuesdays 10 am-8 pm 
§ Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum: Thursdays 
§ Smart Museum of Art: Always free 
§ Wilmette Historical Museum: Always free 
 
‘Free’ admission is generally for the main exhibits, not 
special shows, and parking is never free. Remember to 
bring your ID. 

### 



WHAT DID YOU SAY? 
By Diane Petersmarck (1860) 
 
Recently, a conversation was had out on the patio that 
included someone saying that they had been "sweating 
like a pig." Someone else pointed out that pigs don't 
sweat, they wallow in mud to cool off. And so the story 
began. Everybody started coming up with their favorite 
sayings. We'd like to hear your favorite expressions, 
(especially the funny ones), so send them to me at 
diane456@gmail.com and we'll print them in the coming 
months, as space allows. Get crackin' - don't be a day late 
and a dollar short! Here's a few to start us off: 
 

• Let sleeping dogs lie. 
Very good advice in general . . . especially if they look 
mean! 
• It's raining pitchforks and hammer handles. 
Ouch! 
• When elephants fight, it's the grass that suffers. 
This one makes sense but who'd a thunk? 
• A carriage without a horse goes nowhere. 
OK, then! 

### 
 

 
By Jack Stern (1862) 
 
I've been on a "staycation" at the end of August. So how 
many movies have I seen? SEVEN!  I highly recommend: 
 
AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH SEQUEL 
Find it, see it! All Gore takes us on the current journey of 
the realities of climate change. Just in the nine years since 
the first movie, the time and facts are much more urgent. 
The latest hurricane is a testament of more severe 
weather occurrences. Take Miami, for example - rising 
sea levels may some day bury the city. The facts should 
be seen, learned and realized: we need to know what is 
happening to the planet that we live on. 
 
ONLY LIVING BOY IN NEW YORK 
College grad in Manhattan Callum Turner, discovers his 
father (Pierce Brosnan) is having an affair with the 
beautiful Kate Beckinsale. He is having his own love 
challenge with a friend he cares about. For awhile, Callum 

keeps his dad's secret from his mother, Cynthia Nixan. 
The main character is smart, young and handsome - 
trying to figure out what the future holds for him. His 
new neighbor, a boozy philosophical novelist played by 
Jeff Bridges, helps him find out what the adult 
relationships can be. Twists and turns to an adult ending. 
 
I also recommend:  WIND RIVER, MENASHE, LOGAN , 
LUCKY, PATTY CAKE $, INGRID GOES WEST 

### 
 

 
A lovely picture of the plethora of black eyed susan's in our 
courtyard!                                    Photo taken by Mary Powers (1866) 
 

 
Stinky and Sweetie enjoying the courtyard. 
Photo by Claire Seidenbecker (1864)



POLICE AWARD CITIZENS 
FOR OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE 
 

One of our own was among Evanston 
residents who were given Police Chief’s 

Special Awards at the Evanston Police Department 2017 
Awards Ceremony on August 9. Joan Hickman (1856), Len 
Lirtzman, Rene Lock and Lawrence McCarthy were each 
given the Chief’s Special Award for their service on the 
Evanston Police Advisory Committee for many years. 
 

### 
 

 
By Jeanie Henry (1862) 
 
GARDEN 
This year we’ve seen the creation of a rock garden in part 
of Brian’s space, the lovely huge white Hibiscus in Phil’s 
area (he’d forgotten he planted it last year), and two new 
Hibiscus in the triangle. On the patio is a Four O’clock – 
around 4:00 pm, its beautiful bright pink blooms open on 
schedule. And there were two recent and pleasant 
surprises: assistance from a neighbor on work being done 
on the grounds and a Saturday evening phone call from a 
neighbor who had eight mum plants to be planted. This 
community participation is definitely appreciated. Even at 
this late date in the growing season, you can give a cash 
contribution or plants to one of the Garden Volunteers or 
to Jeanie Henry, Treasurer.  We’d love our garden spaces 
to be still more beautiful and inviting. 
 
DOWNSIZING 
With the change in seasons fast approaching, it’s time to 
think about reducing clutter in your closets and 
elsewhere. When you switch clothes for the season, take 
out one type of clothing, such as pants. Determine 
whether each item should stay or go based on size, 
condition, and frequency of use.  If you check one type of 
clothing at a time, you get a clearer idea of what you can 
and cannot part with. Goodwill or other charities will 
appreciate your donations. More thoughts on de-
cluttering:  Do your children really want your collection of 
turtles, owls, or plates?  Their tastes and styles are likely 
to be different.  If they’re not interested, find another 
person or source that would welcome your collection. 

WATERMELON 
If you are looking for vitamins A and C, plus potassium 
and a healthy dose of lycopene with 90 fat-free, salt-free 
calories in a two-cup serving, watermelon is for you.  Now 
is the perfect time. 
 
BARGAINS 
Labor Day is the time to shop for mattresses.  Check the 
papers and TV for offers. 
On September 29, look for retailers’ offerings of free 
coffee on National Coffee Day. 
 
EATS 
Ovofrito Café (a Julius Meinl coffee shop) opened 
recently at 1936 Maple.  It’s open for breakfast, lunch, 
and brunch from 7:00 am to 2:30 pm.  I’ve been there for 
lunch and for breakfast, and both meals were very good. 
While the European coffee is strong for my taste, I 
definitely plan to return soon. 
 
RUMMAGE SALES: Highland Park Three-Church 
Highland Park Presbyterian, 330 Laurel Ave, Highland 
Park: Fri, Sept  9, 7am-7pm; Sat, Sept 10, 8am- 1pm. 
Immaculate Conception Parish, 770 Deerfield Rd, 
Highland Park: PRESALE Wed, Sept 7, 5-8pm ($10 pp/ kids 
under 12 free); Fri, Sept 9, 7am-7pm; Sat, Sept 10, 8am-
1pm. 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 425 Laurel Ave, Highland Park: 
Fri, Sept 9, 7am -7pm; Sat, Sept 10, 8am-1pm. 
 

### 
 

 
 
Keith and Zedy Johnson drove 350 miles south to see the 
total eclipse in Carbondale IL. Forecasts for overcast skies led 
them to go to Marion IL instead, and there they were able 
to experience the full 2 minute, 40 second eclipse -- instead of 
Carbondale's 20-second show. While the bright corona affected 
their photo, the parking lot was in complete darkness and stars 
were visible overhead. It was Keith's second eclipse, Zedy's 
first.                                                       Photo by Keith Johnson 
 



 
 
 

 
Garden party food table! 
 

 
Neighbors Alan Feuerstein and Brian Smith (1864), Jane 
Driscoll (1860), Dan Brown and Olga Ryskin (1864). 
 

Sherman Garden Trustees 
Diane Petersmarck   Term ends May 2018 
John Coughlin    Term ends May 2019 
Keith Johnson    Term ends May 2019 
Marcia Bosits    Term ends May 2020 
Barbara Pearson    Term ends May 2020 
  
Sherman Garden Association 
President, Sue Lafferty, 1856 
Vice-President, Diane Keely, 1866 
Secretary, Anastasia Wehrenberg, 1864 
Treasurer, Jeanie Henry, 1862 
Building Coordinators: 
1856 – BJ Riedel, Sherre Brutzkus 
1860 – Jean Whitmore, Joan Taylor 
1862 – Jack Stern 
1864 – Olga Ryskin, Sarah Vanderwicken 
1866 – Rosemary Powers, Diane Keely 
 
Sherman Garden Apartments is managed by 
Heil, Heil, Smart & Golee 
5215 Old Orchard Road, Suite 300 
Skokie, IL 60077   847.866.7400 
Property Manager:  Gregg Rithmiller 
 
Building Engineers 
Rafael Del Rio, Ziggy Moric 
Boiler Room Phone:  847.864.6887 
 
SGA Newsletter is edited by Diane Keely.  It is written by 
Jeanie Henry, Roving Reporter Cherie Fisher, Diane Keely, 
and Diane Petersmarck along with various other residents 
(submissions welcome) and produced by Diane 
Petersmarck. 


