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“BOOKMAN’S ALLEY: THE LAST CHAPTER”
By Diane Keely
This is our second piece in a series on long-standing family-owned businesses in Evanston. This amazing local landmark,
founded in 1979, is –so sorry to report– closing soon. Owner Roger Carlson, now 84 years, explains that health concerns
(two injuries) and declining sales (internet-related) have led to this decision. The passing of Bookman’s Alley, known
nationally to bibliophiles for its approximately 50,000-volume inventory and its notable artifacts and memorabilia, is
regrettably part of an established trend toward the closing of independent book stores.

Bookman’s Alley, at 1712 (rear) Sherman Avenue, is across the street from CVS. Turn right at Saville Flowers.

Carlson worked in advertising sales for 25 years before he decided to go
into business for himself. Beginning with his love and personal
collection of books, he chose the Evanston location based on the
presence of other bookstores and its book-reading citizenry. Over the
years, he said, the store has hosted a wedding, a wake, a marriage
proposal made and accepted, many thefts, and
book auctions. And the store is the setting for a scene in
The Time Traveler’s Wife, by local author and Bookman’s Alley fan
Audrey Niffenegger.
A man of teasing wit, Carlson says he’s read many works by mystery
writer Raymond Chandler, but at first didn’t respond to my question
about recommended titles. At the
end of the interview he did volunteer, “Read Mark Twain, H. L.
Mencken, Tom Paine, Joseph Heller (Catch 22), Rousseau.” Asked
what’s next, Carlson said smilingly that he will become “a slave to his
wife.” He has 5 children
and 10 grandchildren to keep him busy too.

Owner Roger Carlson has operated the “Fine Used Books” shop from his front-door desk for 32 years, rarely using a computer.

There’s been significant media attention to the closing, including reports by CBS Chicago and Chicago Tonight,
and YouTube has at least 6 videos on the store. If you haven’t visited the Sherman Avenue store, act quickly to avoid
missing something important to Evanston’s business history! Everything is now 50% off.

Above: Artifacts related to some 85 topics decorate and abound. Found in so many rooms, they could cause you to get lost. You can
learn a lot by browsing in used book stores, long-term patrons say. Just sit down somewhere and read.
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